
 
We must always be vigilant 

 Not too far from us, on the other side of San Antonio, tragedy struck the close knit community 
of Sutherland Springs.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to all of the family members and their 
friends who are still trying to make sense of such a senseless act of violence.  We here in Boerne 
tend to believe we live in this idyllic place, protected from the evils of the world.  Friends – a 
tragedy of this sort can happen anywhere, anytime, yes even in Boerne.  I want you to know that 
our local police officers, sheriff’s deputies, elected and school officials, and city staff train 
regularly on all sorts of emergency situations.  But that is no substitute for every one of us 
needing to be vigilant in our daily business; be aware of your surroundings and anything, or 
anyone that seems a bit off or unusual.  Report any suspicious behavior, situations, encounters, 
texts, etc. - you could be saving someone’s life. 

 By now most of you know about the recent clubhouse fire at Tapatio Springs Resort.  The cause 
of the fire is still under investigation, so we don’t know much about it except there is significant 
damage.   The resort is still closed, but you can watch for updates on the Tapatio Springs 
webpage or on their Facebook Page.   What we do know is that nobody was injured in this 
unfortunate incident.  The most important thing I want to mention is that our area first 
responders got to the location as quickly as they could and got that structure fire under control 
the best they could.   The responding hill country fire departments included Boerne, Sisterdale, 
Bergheim, Leon Springs and Grey Forest.   There were about twenty firefighters who fought the 
fire for quite a while; working to save as much of the building as they possibly could.  I hope the 
leadership out there can get their operations back on line as soon as possible.  Tapatio Springs is 
a wonderful hill country destination, so let’s wish them a speedy recovery. 

 At our beautiful River Road Park it has been a long standing tradition here in Boerne to take 
children to the park to feed the ducks.  The problem comes when people feed these ducks and 
geese breads, French fries, and other human food items that are not healthy for them.  So what 
we have now is a malnourished, and sometimes very aggressive, flock of waterfowl that are 
polluting our creek and causing a considerable mess in the park.   In fact we actually have one 
staff member whose sole job it is to clean the hike and bike trail every single day to prevent 
accidents.   So before we ban feeding the ducks all together, the city council has directed staff to 
begin a more robust education campaign by adding more signage throughout the Park.  Basically 
the message is “please don’t feed human food to these birds – it is very bad for them”. 

  



Here is a shout-out to the city’s parks and recreation crews, members of the Boerne Noon 
Rotary, and the owners of Burkett Arbor Care for planting twenty new trees out at Boerne City 
Lake Park.  This was the result of a terrific partnership.  We can’t say ”thank you” enough to all 
of those folks who contributed the funds, the tools and the hard labor to get those trees in the 
ground.  For the last several years we have been recognized as a “Tree City, USA” for our 
commitment to planting new trees as well as preserving our heritage trees.   

 I was asked recently about the status of the new city hall construction.  The architectural design 
documents are just about ready and we expect that phase to be complete by December 1st .  
Then construction documents will be prepared and should be finalized by March.  At that point 
we expect to get a guaranteed maximum price for the project.  Many of you will remember that 
our initial estimate of fifteen million dollars has gone up mostly due to a couple of delays, one in 
2016 and again this last spring, while we took a pause to get community input.  We got back on 
track in August and hope to begin construction in April, 2018.  We plan to move into the new 
city hall and Boerne Utilities headquarters building in the fall of 2019. 

Happy holidays everyone! 


