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What is TEDxYouth@StJohns  
 
TED is the infamous idea-sharing platform that has given ideas and issues from every corner of the world a global stage. 
Local events, like ours, take this model to the community level — in our case, creating an event designed by youth, for youth. 
 
TEDxYouth@StJohns is planned entirely by youth, for youth. Over 30 volunteers and hundreds of volunteer hours make 
these events happen with the support of community partners who believe in the importance of youth voice. 
 
Our speakers and performers complete a rigorous 10-week leadership development program that builds the communication 
skills and the confidence to share their inspiring ideas, inventions, and strength with an audience of over 300 young 
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians. Their talks and performances shift perspectives, and demonstrate the potential and 
vibrancy of our province. 
 
And it doesn’t end there — the show is broadcast across the province, and TED-style videos are created of each presentation, 
and shared all over the world for years to come. 

 
  
TEDxYouth@StJohns | UN/SETTLED: Who we are. Where we are. How we are.  
  
Everything about us, and around us, is constantly shifting and evolving. We are in flux. A fragile state of "settled" is nothing 
new to Newfoundlanders and Labradorians – is our personal, political, and economic reality.    
  
Join us at TEDxYouth@StJohns as we challenge the stability of the present, as what was certain yesterday cannot be 
assumed today. Together, we will relentlessly push boundaries and navigate the spectrum between settled and unsettled.   
  
Speakers 
  
Kimberly Drisdelle  
A bisexual feminist, Kimberly is passionate about inclusive sexual health, the brilliance of millennials, and her dog, Frankie. 
Kimberly has been a representative at the Queer Constituency at the Canadian Federation of Students - NL; has spent two 
years as the co-chair of St. John's Pride; and has worked at Planned Parenthood - Newfoundland and Labrador Sexual Health 
Centre, educating others on sexual health, healthy relationships, and gender diversity. 
 



 
Emily Bonia  
Student of peacekeeping & war Emily is a published academic, journalist, and is seven years-surgery free since a Crohn's 
diagnosis. Emily is a recent recipient of the McLeese Award, and has always been fascinated with learning.  
  
Joshua Murphy 
As a first-year Computer Science student, Joshua Murphy is passionate about music, competitive rifling, & game design. 
He’s a Holy Heart of Mary High School alumnus, where he graduated as Student Council President and Highlander of Hope. 
 
Elizabeth Glenn  
Elizabeth is a senior at HHM, an avid improviser, member of the student council, and a hip teen with a positive attitude who 
believes failure is fun. She has been involved with the Canadian Improv Games - both as player and coach, and has been 
awarded the Mike Fardy MVP Award for the NL Region.   
  
Katie Vardy  
Katie is a proud Newfoundlander, identifies as female, uses the pronouns she/her, and is queer. A second-year student at 
Memorial University of Newfoundland, Katie is pursuing a Religious Studies Degree and aspires to become an ordained 
Minister with the United Church of Canada. 
 
Rukshana Sundar  
Combining cultures enables unique connection - that’s why Rukshana Sundar, an international student at MUN, dances 
Bharatanatyam, an age-old Indian classical dance. Currently working in IT services, Rukshana passionate about Model 
United Nations, and was head delegate for Vanuatu at the Harvard Model United Nations in January 2013.  
  
Performers 
  
The iFly Youth Aerialists, Director, Anahareo Doelle   
Youth aerialists, under the guidance of Aerial director, Anahareo Doelle.   
 
Cheryl Butler - Level II student at Mount Pearl Senior High: has been a student at iFly for two and a half years. Before 
starting in Aerial, she had a strong background in Gymnastics and Dance, and helps teach iFly with Director, Anahareo.  
 
Abby Ledrew - first year MUN student: has been training with Anahareo Dolle at Ifly Aerial Arts for just over three years. 
As well as performing, Abby also shares her love of the arts with her students, teaching at iFly as well as teaching Ballet and 
Jazz at Dance Studio East.  
 
Lauren Woodruff - Student at Holy Heart of Mary High School: has been a student at iFly for just over a year, with a strong 
background in dance and a passion for competitive Figure Skater.  
 
Katie Power - Grade 12 at Holy Heart of Mary High School: started ariels a year and a half ago through Aerial, and is now in 
the performance group at iFly. Katie has a background of gymnastics and dance 
 
Megan Hobbs - Grade 12 student from Holy Heart of Mary: has been taking classes at iFly for a year and a half. Megan has a 
background in dance, and studies and teaches dance classes at Dance Studio East, and has been honoured to have studied 
ballet from multiple professional ballet schools in Canada and in the US.  



 
  
Rachel Cousins  
Rachel Cousins of Rachel Cousins Music has been singing since she was 2. Her accolades include singing alongside Serena 
Ryder, performances at ECMAs and MusicNL, Bell Media songwriting Challenge, acting in the NL Tourism ads, performed 
in front of full houses at Hugh’s Room and the Hard Rock Café in Toronto. This busy singer performed on over 40 stages in 
2016 and is currently working in her first album.  
 
Ben Gosse and Pj Merlo 
17 year-old Ben Gosse and 18 year-old Pj Merlo have been breakdancing since they were young boys. Pj has performed at 
the YCNL Youth Conference as well as competed in 5678, a dance convention and competition originating in Vancouver. 
Ben has performed in multiple musicals in the city such as Peter Macdonald Productions' Hairspray, and will be performing 
in Theatre St. John's Mama Mia this August! 
 
 
Co-hosts  
 
Ethan Bickford is no stranger to the stage, having been involved heavily with theatre throughout his high school career 
(performing in AOR’s Lord of the Flies, as well as assistant directing and performing in Holy Heart’s Beauty and the Beast 
and Cinderella).  
 
Thaneswary Rajanderan is a second year student at MUN, studying cell and molecular biology with a Minor in 
Biochemistry, hoping to continue her studies with a PhD in research to find cures for diseases like cancer and diabetes. She’s 
an International Toastmaster, and has earned the Triple Crown Award, and the titles Advanced Communicator Bronze and 
Competent Leader all before the age of 19.   
  
Ticket Info + Target Audience | Tickets will be made available to youth 12-25, as well as accompanying family 
members. 
 
The ticket tier pricing system is: 
12 – 18 year olds   
19 - 25 year olds  
Family passes 
   
Ticket prices can be purchased at:   https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/tedxyouth-2017-unsettled-tickets-33530867728#tickets  
 
Partners 
 
We are a proud partner in the 2017 Innovation Week and thank NATI, ACOA and TCII for their continued support of 
innovation in our province. 
  
We would also like to thank Collision Clinic, the City of St. John's, and Kent as well as our in-kind 
partners Reflective Marketing and Dc Design House. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/tedxyouth-2017-unsettled-tickets-33530867728#tickets


 
Notes + Guidelines 
 

● Chaperones will be provided at the event according to NLESD guidelines.    
● All volunteers present hold up to date criminal record and vulnerable record checks 

 


