
Congress has an important opportunity to improve the health of millions of our nation’s children by passing a strong 
reauthorization of child nutrition programs this year. The successful, cost-effective federal nutrition programs play a 
critical role in helping children in low-income families achieve access to quality nutrition, child care, educational and 
enrichment activities, while improving their overall health, development, and school achievement. 
 
Congress must enact a child nutrition reauthorization bill that: strengthens program access and supports 
participation by underserved children; ensures nutrition quality; and simplifies program administration and 
operation. The reauthorization should also maintain the critical gains made in the last reauthorization, including 
expanding low-income children’s access to programs and improvements in the school meals nutrition standards and 
the overall school nutrition environment. 
 
The Senate Agriculture Committee’s reauthorization bill, The Improving Child Nutrition Integrity and Access Act 
of 2016, provides important steps forward in strengthening and expanding the child nutrition programs. More 
low-income children will have access to the nutrition they need in summer and in child care through provisions 
in this bill. Moving forward, some provisions should be improved. These include delaying and phasing in the new 
verification proposal for the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs to protect eligible children and to limit 
increased administrative burden upon schools, and streamlining the administrative requirements that accompany 
the additional CACFP snack.  
 
As the House begins its work, we urge its members to build and improve upon the strong provisions within the 
Senate bill. Specific improvements that the House should make to ensure that low-income children have access to 
the nutritious meals they need are detailed below. 
 
Congress must make child nutrition reauthorization a top priority in 2016 – hungry kids can’t wait.

Out-of-School time Programs: The afterschool and summer nutrition programs provide meals and snacks 
in schools, local government agencies, and nonprofit organizations, often combining meals with enrichment, 
recreational and educational activities. Currently, only about 16 percent of children who rely on free or reduced-price 
school lunch access a summer meal. Increasing access to meals for low-income children when they are out of school 
should be a top priority in the reauthorization. The bill should make it easier for community providers to establish 
summer feeding sites, streamline program operations to reduce unnecessary red tape, and provide the opportunity 
to reach children through alternative delivery models.
 • House Action: The House should prioritize strong improvements to summer programs that will close the  
  summer gap.
  o Improve the Summer Food Service Program. Community-based organizations operating  
  summer and afterschool meal programs should be allowed to operate a single program year-round.  
  This would increase the number of low-income children who have access to summer and afterschool  
                               meals at a feeding site by reducing red tape and duplicative administrative work. An additional  
                               opportunity to support sites is to allow children to receive three meals a day. Cosponsor The Summer  
                               Meals Act of 2015 (H.R. 1728), introduced by Reps. Don Young (R-AK) and Rick Larsen (D-WA), which  
                               includes these and other positive provisions to close the summer gap. 
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  o Provide a Summer EBT program for eligible children. This proven approach is an effective and  
                 efficient way to reach children without access to a summer feeding site by helping families purchase  
   food for their children during the summer, and would work in tandem with, rather than replace, the  
   existing summer nutrition programs. This approach has been found to significantly reduce food   
    insecurity among children and improve their diet. Cosponsor The Stop Child Summer Hunger Act (H.R.  
   2715), introduced by Rep. Susan Davis (D-CA). 
  o Allow non-congregate feeding in cases of extreme weather or safety concerns as well as in  
  rural and high poverty areas where low-income children do not have access to a summer feeding site  
  or summer EBT. Ask Committee leaders to include targeted non-congregate options in their bill.

Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP): CACFP provides funding to serve healthy meals to children in 
child care. It is effective against childhood obesity and food insecurity. It supports good nutrition, helps improve the 
quality of care, helps children develop fully and enter school ready to learn, and supports parents’ ability to work. 
A well-conceived reauthorization bill can improve CACFP to help reduce hunger, childhood overweight and obesity, 
improve wellness, and enhance development and school readiness.
 • House Action: The House should: prioritize effective improvements to CACFP that will reach more children  
 by allowing an additional healthy meal or snack for children in care eight or more hours a day; and  
 streamlining program operations by reducing for-profit child care center eligibility determinations from  
 monthly to biannually. The bill should also reduce parent, provider and sponsor paperwork; authorize a  
 USDA review and new guidelines to assure a fair and reasonable compliance and appeals process; and provide  
 implementation, nutrition and wellness funds for state agencies and sponsors. Cosponsor The Early Childhood  
 Nutrition Improvement Act (H.R. 3886), introduced by Reps. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and Elise Stefanik  
 (R-NY). 

School Meal Programs: The National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs provide nutritious meals to 
millions of children across the country and play an important role in reducing hunger, improving nutrition, and 
supporting learning. Still, many eligible children do not participate in the programs, especially school breakfast which 
serves only half of the children who participate in school lunch. The reauthorization should leverage data matching 
systems to improve program accuracy and access by increasing the number of low-income children who are directly 
certified and directly verified for school meals. It should also protect eligible children’s access to school meals by 
ensuring that any changes to the process of verifying children’s eligibility do not cause them to lose school meal 
benefits and limits any increase in administrative work for schools. Congress should also protect Community Eligibility, 
which provides an important and efficient, accurate path to free meals for children in high poverty schools.  
 • House Action: The House should ensure that any changes to the verification process do not result in more  
 eligible children losing access to school meals and limit the administrative burden on schools. Any changes   
 should be phased in over time to allow schools adequate time to adapt their certification system to meet   
 new requirements. The House should also maintain, and make no changes, to Community Eligibility.  
 Additionally, the House should protect the science-based improvements that have been made in school meals  
 nutrition standards and the school nutrition environment and provide funding to support  
 equipment grants to schools and farm to school initiatives. 

The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC): WIC provides 
low-income at-risk pregnant and postpartum mothers and young children with health and social service referrals, 
and culturally appropriate nutritious foods that contribute to their overall health and well-being. Congress should 
strengthen and protect WIC.
 • House Action: The House should ensure that children from age five to age six who are not currently  
 supported by school meals programs are able to access nutrition assistance through WIC. Cosponsor The Wise   
 Investment in our Children (WIC) Act (H.R. 2660), introduced by Representative Rosa L. DeLauro (D-CT).


