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Public schools have done a remarkable job raising education levels
of the entire U.S. population.
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For every major racial and ethnic group In the U.S. student achievement
IS higher today than it was Iin the 1970’s.

Reading Changes in NAEP
scores by age, 1971-2012*
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*comparable data not collected since 2012 Source: National Assessment Governing Board



Percentage of high school dropouts among persons 16 through 24 years old (status drop out rate), by
race/ethnicity October 1977 through 2017
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Status completion rates of 18 to 24 year olds by race/ethnicity, sex and disability status:
October 2017
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To Know Your School is to Love Your School

% A or B grades (national totals 1974-2019)

Your child’s school ® The community’s school ® The nation’s schools




A lot of work lies ahead to equalize outcomes
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Poverty is the single greatest factor student achievement

Data Connecting Poverty and Student Achievement: 2013 NAEP Data
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Percentage of students in school eligible for free/reduced-price lunch




Generally speaking, do you think funding for public schools should be
INcreased, kept at the same level, or decreased?

And do you think funding for public
schools should be increased even if it
means you would pay more in taxes?

National School Boards Action Center

nssac




Perhaps even more surprisingly, the private school share of total enrollments has decreased over the
past 15 years, from about 12 percent to 10 percent. This trend seems unlikely to reverse. The U.S.
Department of Education projects that in 2021, private schools will enroll about 9 percent of preK-12

students, while public schools will enroll 91 percent.
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http://nces.ed.gov/programs/projections/projections2021/tables/table_01.asp

Getting to the next level will require policy makers to address out-of-school factors influencing
achievement, including high levels of student poverty and meager support for families.

Child Poverty & Public
Spending on Families,
by Nation 2016
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Leading the Effort to Transform Our Schools

THE A/ASA
NETWORK
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