Social Justice Ministry Loaves & Fishes Discernment 7 Sept 2016, 7-8:18pm

Most life-giving:
· Heartfelt thank yous that I hear
· Smiles
· Guests curious about where we are from
· Not only providing the food, but that we are doing it as a team, we get to know each other better
· Opportunity to serve with my family and other teens, creates important conversations about social justice
· It brings you into contact with people who are in need, you might not normally interact with people so in need
· When I have served is: there are many different types of people living in poverty, perhaps these people will stay in poverty long-term
· You can tell that a lot of them are veterans, PTSD, etc.
· Some behave like they are ashamed, my heart goes out to them
· Something that has behinds the scenes aspect to include the very young, good to explain why we do this
· Homemade cookies impart love
· We still have people who were regular attenders here who still participate in L&F
· Jeff goes above and beyond for the grocery shopping to ensure that everyone gets the best fruit
· There’s a role for everyone, depending on comfort level
Most life-taking/limitations
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Doesn’t quite meet our stated priority to engage in service that will allow for long-term, two-way relationships. Every time it seems like a miracle that we get enough volunteers and cookies
· Stressful- worrying about whether we will get enough people to help
· Seems we don’t get there without passing the clipboard, you need both paper and online sign up
· Yellow bananas, hard to find
· Stress especially high for the point people
· You can only go up to a point in a relationship given the short time

· Finishing one of the new buildings, then they will demolish the current facility, preparing food at a warehouse on Plato Avenue and ship it in- may change our work, meeting on October 6th with more detailed plans will be shared
· In the past it has had regulated, risk-management feel to the operation
· Need building design info and role of serving groups plans from Catholic Charities Thursday Oct 6th 6-7:30pm at the Church of the Assumption- Marilyn Grantham & Terese Lewis & Blair Pogue all interested in attending, Dave M will send out an invite to the greater group. 
Other ideas?
Marilyn- Interfaith Action conversation, what do they see as needs?
Cheryl- do we know how many hungry people in this neighborhood
Terese- some have come to Sunday night dinner
Blair- Sunday night dinner has a social justice ministry
Marilyn- talk with churches in the neighborhood, what are they seeing?  New shelter for youth across from Habitat for Humanity
Vicki- we are spoiled, we don’t do any clean up- not like that at other loaves & fishes locations
Mike- The question is, if you have the ability to actually transform lives, then what is your responsibility?  Should we be working in a sanitized way ‘down stream’? It’s not a waste of time, but what’s the greater purpose?  Why are we doing that?
Blair- I want to push all of us a little bit, God is challenging us, St Barnabas has an opportunity go with a smaller group to cook a simple dinner WITH residents, to sit at the table, through conversation, then clean up, maybe not introvert heaven, but it could be an experiment.  Is God calling us to try this?  It might feel uncomfortable, it could be powerful.
SEAL high rise needs good food, has been getting them from community gardens (south St. Anthony)
Family place has an opportunity like St Barnabas,
We need to understand the approach and philosophy of the people running the organization. 
If we want transformation, we know there are some formerly homeless young adults needing mentors at St Barnabas
 
Marilyn- South St Anthony will be getting some major affordable housing over time, just north of University.  Need for tutoring.
Terese- partner with Midwest Oceanographic Institute tutoring, making snacks?
Vicki- St Paul’s on the Hill Shrove Tuesday, free meal advertised in the paper
Mike- no central kitchen at St Barnabas, there is a place to share food, they are eager for mentors, help.  Our community is responsible for starting the best youth homelessness
Terese- maybe a potluck at St Barnabas cooking
Mike- if you’re looking for popular, vote for Loaves & Fishes, every organization cares more for itself than others.  As long as the volunteer opportunity is good, I don’t really care about what we are doing.
Terese- do we have the capacity to do both L&F AND another, higher impact activity
Cheryl- it’s not pure selfishness, small acts of kindness can make a big difference
Terese- Would the same people be doing the two ministries? Maybe not.
Arun- survey revealed it’s one of top two ministries, behind Blue House
Blair- I think we want to think about our goals and values, honor our ministries in daily life, think very hard about what are we called to and why, it’s hard to take something away unless there is something compelling to move to- that comes through experimentation.  Maybe we move cautiously ahead and see if the Catholic Charities’ vision and plans are consistent with our values, and try some new experiments.
Mike- how many Dorothy Day customers are suffering from mental heath issues?  Let’s not leave our skills at the door and scrub dishes and think that we can’t make a bigger difference. 
Marilyn- Follow up with Lutheran Church?
Ceccelia- we still need leaders.
Blair- is anyone here interested in stepping forward to lead?  If not, we will put this out to the congregation.
Terese- Could we rotate the leadership?
 
Dave-  we have divided it up:
Shopping, Jeff
serving, Several folks
cookies, Ed Lotterman
organizing to get people there, food prep- Dave, then Cheryl
Blair- Is everyone OK with waiting until October and we hear what Catholic Charities’ plans are, and then communicate with the congregation?
(yes) 
Cheryl- I’ve tried all the roles, and I am willing to coordinate once a year, rotating model could work
Blair- let’s have an update meeting and also try an experiment at St Barnabas
Cheryl- It would be hard to convince me that we can’t afford this time, it’s such a small amount. 
Jeff- let’s maintain some accessible opportunities 
Terese- but let’s not let that let us off the hook

