Gardens
made in the shade

Shade-Tolerant Plants for North Central Texas




What is a shade garden?

* Little to no direct
sunlight

* Often under trees

® Usually ornamental




Light intensity

* How bright is it?

* Increasing light:

morning S HOOR

* Decreasing light noon-
night

* How direct is it?

* Highest: Summer

* Lowest: Winter




Light duration

How long is the light

exposurer

Full sun: 10-12 hours
Light shade: 4-6 hours
Part shade: 2-4 hours

Full shade: reflected
sunlight




* Sunlight: full spectrum
* Blue light: vegetation
* Red light: flowering

* Challenge:

* If leaf canopies filter
out blue light, what
options do we have?




Light changes

What 1s the angle?
How direct is it?

What 1s the season?

What time of day?

Southern: sunniest

Northern: shadiest

Morning sun — afternoon
shade

Morning shade — afternoon
sun




Light measurement

SEASONAL SUN ANGLES WHICH WILL
[ ] AFFECT THE DESIGN OF THE LANDSCAPE
Monitor

* Sun or shade plant?
* Map

*  (Observation
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* Petunia test
* Light shade?
* Part shade?

*  Full shade?
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* Light shade (2-3 hrs)
* Partial shade (4-6 hrs)
* Full shade (no sun)




®* Reduce turf

* Use groundcovers

* Putin paths
* Play up texture

* Incorporate art







Bugleweed

Ajuga reptans

* Partial to full shade

* Spring bloomer

* Blue flowers
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Photo: Rob Broeckhuis




Cast Iton Plant

Aspidistea elator

* Partial to dense shade

* Clumping tendency
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Photo: Louis Bourgeois




Liriope muscari

® Partial shade

* Purple flowers
(summer)

® D wide x 22 tall

* Fasy to divide

Photo: Ken Pei
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Parthenocissus quinquefolia




Scarlet Clematis

Clematis texensis

bloomer

* Deciduous

* Full sun to partial shade

* Spring/summer
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* Alkaline adaptable

Photo: Texas A&M AgrilLife




Sweet Autumn Clematis

Clematis terniflora

Full sun to partial shade

Fall bloomer

15’-30° x 15°-30°

Requires suppott
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Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Partial sun to shade

Spring bloomer

10” wide x 30°-50’ tall

Deciduous

Often mistaken for

poison ivy







American Beautyberry

Callicarpa americana

* Partial to full shade

* Pink bloom (spring)

* Purple fruit (winter)
* 3-5 wide x 3-5 tall

* Deer love it

Photo: Merriwether Adventures




Coralberry

Ardisia crenata

* Partial to full shade

* Pinkish fruit (winter)

* 2”wide x 4’ tall

* Forms colonies

* Good for forest garden
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Leatherleat Mahonia

Mahonia beleai

Partial to full shade

Yellow flower (late
winter)

Blue fruit (spring)
3-4’ wide x 4’6’ tall

Photo: University of Arkansas Extension







Inland Sea Oats

Chasmanthium latifolium

* Partial to full shade
* Winter hulls
* 1-2’ wide x 2-3’ tall

* Clumping tendency

Photo: Lori Turnbull - NPSOT




Yellow Columbine

Aquelegia. hinkleyana

* Partial to full shade

* Yellow flowers (spring)
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Photo: Texas A&M




Dwart Mexican Petunia

Ruellia brittoniana “Katie”

* Shade-tolerant

* Spring/summer
bloomer to frost

* Pink, white or purple
blossoms

* 1’wide x 1’ tall
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