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Watch Israel Come Alive in Colour 
 

 

Israel in Colour 
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Consul General Galit Baram attended a 
Mimouna celebration at the beginning of 
April. The event was hosted by 
Communaute Juive Marocaine de Toronto 
(Moroccan Jewish Community of Toronto) 
at the Sephardic Kehila Centre.  
 
Mimouna is a very old celebration which 
began when Moroccan Jews used to open 
their homes to Muslim neighbors to 
celebrate the end of Passover together. It 
is marked with music, dance, sweets and 
delicacies made of freshly leavened 
dough. Although celebrated around the 
world by Moroccan Jews for ages, it 
became an official holiday in Israel only 
after waves of immigration in the 1950's. 
 
The event was also attended by Ontario 
Premier Kathleen Wynne, MP Michael 
Levitt, MP Peter Kent, MPP Gila Martow 
and MPP Cristina Martins.   
 
 

Holocaust Remembrance 



 
 

CG Galit Baram hosted one event and 
attended another to mark Israeli Holocaust 
Memorial Day this month. 
 
The first event took place at the official 
residence of the CG and included 
professors and directors of Jewish cultural 
organizations. 'Zikaron BaSalon' 
(Memories in the Living Room) is an 
initiative designed to create an intimate 
way of commemorating the Holocaust and 
discussing its implications. Holocaust 
survivor Pinchas Gutter was in attendance 
to give a touching testimony of his struggle 
in dark times.  
 



 

 
The second event took place at the 
Neuberger Holocaust Education Centre, 
where again families, dignitaries and 
members of the community gathered to 
show their respect to those lost in the 
Jews greatest tragedy. CG Baram 
highlighted the unbreakable bond between 
the Jewish diaspora and the state of Israel. 
She also spoke about the contribution of 
Holocaust survivors in Israel and the 
Diaspora to Jewish revival and continuity.  
  
 
 

Vancouver Trip 

 



 
Economic Attache, Nissan Amdur, was in 
Vancouver between April 9-11. There he 
represented the Consulate at Yom 
Haatzmaut and Yom Hazikaron 
ceremonies hosted by the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Vancouver. He also 
toured the Vancouver Holocaust Education 
Centre and met with officials from both the 
municipal and provincial levels of 
government.   
 
 

'Pushing the Boundaries' 
Conference 

 

 
CG Baram attended the conference 
'Pushing the Boundaries' on April 16. The 
conference brought together various 
organizations helping those with severe 
disabilities lead productive and fulfilling 
lives in Israel. Some of the Israeli 
organizations in attendance included: 
 
-*Krembo Wings: An Israeli youth 
movement created for children with special 
needs. 
-Alut (Israeli Society for Children and 
Adults with Autism) 
-JDC Unlimited: A leading incubator of 



programs and services for people with 
disabilities in Israel.    
 
* We at the Consulate are saddened by 
the news about Gali Baladi, Head of the 
Krembo Wings branch in Givatayim, who 
was one of the ten young people who were 
killed in the recent Arava Desert flood.  
 

Yom Hazikaron 

 

 

On the night of April 14, the Consulate 
General of Israel held its annual Yom 
Hazikaron (Israel Memorial Day) ceremony 
at Beth Tzedec Congregation in Toronto. 
This ceremony marks one of the most 
solemn days of the whole year in Israel 



and is meant to honour its fallen soldiers 
and victims of terrorism. 
 
23 645 Israeli soldiers have made the 
ultimate sacrifice in defence of their 
homeland, while 3 134 civilians have been 
brutally murdered by terrorist 
organizations. On this night, elected 
officials, community leaders, rabbis,  
bereaved families, Israelis living in 
Toronto, Jewish-Canadian veterans as 
well as members of the Canadian Armed 
Forces and law enforcement came 
together in remembrance and respect.  
 
 

Yom Ha'atzmaut 

 
 
This year Israel marked its 70th 
anniversary of Independence on April 19 
and the Consulate General responded with 
a busy program of planned events.  
 
The day kicked off with two flag raising 
ceremonies in the Toronto suburbs of 
Richmond Hill and Vaughan. Attendees 
were treated to lovely performances by 
local children's choirs. Deputy CG Irit 
Stopper and Economic Attache Nissan 
Amdur were both on hand to deliver 
remarks, as well as each cities respective 
Mayor (Maurizio Bevilacqua in Vaughan, 



David Barrow in Richmond Hill). 
 

  
Events continued in the afternoon when 
CG Baram attended and spoke at an 
additional two flag raising ceremonies. The 
first ceremony took place at Toronto City 
Hall and the second at Queen's Park. We 
at the Consulate are grateful to the many 
elected officials of all political parties and 
city councillors who attended these events 
and expressed their friendship with the 
state of Israel.  



 
 

 

 



 

 

Finally, the day wrapped up with an annual 
gala reception held at the Liberty Grand in 
Toronto. Close to 500 diplomats, members 
of Jewish community organizations and 
influential cultural and academic figures 
gathered in what has become one of the 
biggest diplomatic consular events in 
Toronto. CG Baram as well as Ontario 
Premier Kathleen Wynne addressed the 
crowd and thanked everyone for their 
support. The Consulate is deeply grateful 
and moved by all the expressions of 
friendship from those such as MP Michael 
Levitt, Senator Linda Frum, Toronto City 
Councillor James Pasternak, MP Peter 
Kent, MPP David Zimmer, MPP Vic Fideli 
and MPP Gila Martow. 
 



    

'On the Road' & Tal Brody 

 

 
As part of the 'Spotlight on Israeli Culture' 
showcase, the Consulate was proud to co-
present the latest installment of the 
Toronto Israeli Film Series on April 21.  
 
The film, 'On the Road' recounts the 
incredible story of the Maccabi Tel Aviv 
victory over CKSA Moscow in the 1977 
European Basketball Championship. 
Israeli-American basketball legend and 
hero of the match, Tal Brody joined the 
Consulate and community for this 
celebration of Israeli resilience and 
achievement during a time where the 
nation was still recovering from the Yom 



Kippur War.  
 

Israeli Book Week Reception 

 

 
The Consulate General helped kick off 
'Israeli Book Week' on April 23 at Indigo 
Books in Toronto. The initiative of the 
Israeli Embassy in Ottawa, seeks to 
highlight a wonderful collection of authors 
coming from Israel and expose them to a 
Canadian audience. Israeli Ambassador 
Nimrod Barkan was on hand to address 
the gathering, with one of the Toronto 
Jewish communities pillars, Heather 
Reisman. 
 
For more information on the titles 
available: https://bit.ly/2HQuCSu 
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The Oslo Diaries  

   
Film Screening Dates: 
 
May 1, 9:00 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 1 
(Director Mor Loushy will attend the 
screening) 
 
May 2, 12:30 PM Isabel Bader Theatre  
(Director Daniel Sivan will attend the 
screening and have a Q&A) 
 
Once upon a time, Israel and Palestine 
almost made peace. Personal diaries and 

 



never-before-seen archival footage bring 
raw emotion and new insights to the 
secret, complex negotiations - and 
eventual failure - of the Oslo Accords 
peace process.  
 
For more info and 
tickets: https://bit.ly/2r7yvYT 
 
 

Toronto Jewish Film Festival 

 
 
Dates: May 3 - 13, 2018 
 
The Consulate General of Israel in Toronto 
and Western Canada is proud to sponsor 
the 26th Annual Toronto Jewish Film 
Festival. The Festival continues to be the 
biggest showcase of Israeli cinema in 
Canada. Included in the 2018 line-up are 
24 premieres of Israeli films and short 
films. This year TJFF will present 
documentaries, archival films and narrative 
features that have been honored 
internationally, as well as the North 
American premiere of a new highly-
acclaimed Israeli TV show. 
 
In honor of Israel's 70th birthday and as 
part of Spotlight on Israeli Culture, TJFF 
presents Israel@70, a celebration of 
Israeli arts within the Festival, and a 
reflection on the country's history and 
culture.   
Israeli filmmakers attending the festival 
include Asaf Saban (Outdoors) , Ran Tal 
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(The Museum) , Amichai Greenberg (The 
Testament), Boris Khaimov (Parallels) and 
Einat Gaulan (Next Stop) 
 
For tickets and information: tjff.com 
 
 

Israeli Jazz Showcase 

 

 
Musicians: Itamar Borochov Quartet and 
Aviva Chernick Quintet.  

Venue: The Rex Jazz and Blues Bar, 194 
Queen Street West 

Date: Sunday, May 6th  

Canada-Israel Cultural Foundation and 
Toronto Downtown Jazz, sponsored by 
The Consulate General of Israel in Toronto 
and Western Canada, are pleased to 
present this year's Israeli Jazz Showcase. 
This years line-up features renowned jazz 
innovator, Israeli trumpeter Itamar 
Borochov. Award-winning local singer 
Aviva Chernick, will open the evening with 
her unique sound. 

Israeli-born, Brooklyn-based trumpeter & 
composer Itamar Borochov connects lower 
Manhattan to North Africa, modern Israel 
and ancient Bukhara. These unique 
influences demonstrate why Itamar 
Borochov's latest album Boomerang has 
been receiving worldwide critical acclaim. 
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For more info: https://bit.ly/2r91rAE 
 
 

Bonnie Stern-Spotlight on 
Israeli Cuisine  

 

 
Venue: Barbara Frum Library, 20 
Covington Road 
 
Date: Wednesday, May 9th 
 
For the past 12 years, renowned Canadian 
cookbook author and food personality 
Bonnie Stern has led culinary trips to 
Israel. Bonnie says "When I started 
leading culinary trips to Israel in 2006, 
people laughed at me and it was hard to 
find enough events to include. Now 12 
years and 8 trips later - there are so many 
restaurants, cooking classes, wineries, 
cocktail bars, goat cheese producers, 
social enterprises, and so much more, that 
it is hard to decide how many to include." 
 
As part of Spotlight on Israeli Culture, 
Bonnie Stern will discuss and present 
slides from her most recent culinary trip. 
She show you why Israeli cuisine has 
become one of the hottest trends in the 
international culinary world.  
 
For more info: https://bit.ly/2raT5rz 

 

Orphaned Land 
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Venue: Velvet Underground, 508 Queen 
St W, Toronto, ON M5V 2B3  
 
Date: Wednesday, May 9th  
 
The heavy metal Israeli band, Orphaned 
Land will be performing along TYR, Ghost 
Ship Octavius and Aeternam as part of 
their North American tour. The band will 
also perform in Montreal and Quebec.  
 
Formed in Israel in 1991, these self-
proclaimed 'Oriental metal' artisans have 
spent the last 26 years working tirelessly 
to use their creative endeavors as a 
means to spread a positive and peaceful 
message. Over the course of five 
conceptually deep and musically ingenious 
albums, the band has been true to their 



word, uniting fans across the Middle East 
and beyond, regardless of nation, race or 
faith. 
 
For more info: https://ticketf.ly/2w8p3uj 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
Why Tel Aviv is One of the Most 
LGBT-Friendly Cities in the 
World  

 
 

 
Israeli Scientist Working on 
Alzheimer's Vaccine 
 
Excerpt and Photo from 'Israel 21C' 
April 16, 2018 
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Excerpt and Photo from 'Culture Trip' 
April 5, 2018 

 

 

Despite being surrounded by religious and 
restrictive countries, Tel Aviv's blossoming 
LGBT community is progressive and open-
minded, making the city not only a favourite 
gay tourist destination but also often a 
refuge for homosexuals from neighbouring 
countries who have experienced 
persecution.  
 

Hosting the largest Pride parade in the 
Middle East and Asia, and dubbed by 
several newspapers and polls as the world's 
most gay-friendly city, Tel Aviv likes showing 
its love of the community by opening up 
LGBT-dedicated apps, clubs, bars, gyms, 
beaches, shops, and even hotels.  

 

Full story here: https://bit.ly/2DzbL8A 
 
 

Giro d'Italia Cycling Race Could 
Change the Face of Israeli 
Tourism 
 
Excerpt from 'Haaretz' 
April 27, 2018 

 
 
Alzheimer's disease, affecting some 47 
million people worldwide, for now remains 
an irreversible and fatal brain disorder. 
Taking a proactive approach, an Israeli brain 
researcher is developing a vaccine against 
this devastating disease.Most vaccines work 
by mounting an immune response toward a 
weakened pathogen to boost the immune 
system's ability to fight the real pathogen. 
Prof. Eitan Okun's vaccine primes the body 
to attack amyloid beta protein accumulations 
in the brain, one of the signature signs of 
Alzheimer's disease. 
 
Experiments on mice in Okun's Paul E. 
Feder Alzheimer's Research Lab at Bar-Ilan 
University in Ramat Gan reportedly have 
shown great promise. 
 
He is now preparing to design human trials 
on people at known risk of developing the 
disease in their 50s or younger: those 
genetically inclined toward Alzheimer's and 
people with Down syndrome. 
 
"These critical trials will determine whether 
the vaccine actually works in humans," said 
Okun, who also is investigating why people 
with Down syndrome are more apt to 
develop Alzheimer's. The mice he used in 
his experiments were engineered to mimic 
Down syndrome. 
 
Full story here: https://bit.ly/2IZKxea 
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Come next Friday, Israel will be hosting the 
biggest sporting event in its history: the Giro 
d'Italia, the world's fourth most watched 
sporting event and one of the premier Grand 
Tour bicycling races, will kick off a 21-day 
race from Jerusalem. 

The Jerusalem segment will be a time trial 
for the cyclists, followed Saturday by a 167-
kilometer race from Haifa to Tel Aviv and on 
Sunday by a 230-kilometer stretch from 
Be'er Sheva to Eilat before the riders move 
back to Italy. 

Some 1 billion people are expected to watch 
the event, the first time that any segment of 
the Giro d'Italia will take place outside of 
Europe since it began in 1909. The Israeli 
government has invested tens of millions of 
shekels in the events in the hope of raising 
the country's profile. 

The man behind this effort is Sylvan Adams, 
a Canadian Jewish property developer with 
an estimated net work of $1.7 billion who 
immigrated to Israel several years ago. 
Adams contributed 70 million shekels ($19.5 
million) to bring the race to Israel. 
 

Full story here: https://bit.ly/2w1AF1S 

 

 

BMW to Implement Cutting-Edge 
Israeli LiDAR Sensor for Self-
Driving Vehicles 
 
Excerpt and Photo from 'No Camels' 
April 30, 2018 

 

 
Kfar Saba-based Innoviz Technologies 
announced last week that it will begin 
supplying German auto giant BMW Group 
with LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) 
remote sensing technology for its 
autonomous vehicle production. The 
partnership will run through Innoviz's 
partner, global car parts supplier Magna 
International, which will be responsible for 
the integration of the technology to the BMW 
platform with Innoviz providing the LiDAR 
and computer vision software. 

Innoviz Technologies CEO Omer Keilaf tells 
NoCamels that this partnership marks the 
first time an original equipment manufacturer 
(OEM) will take on LiDAR for a mass 
production project. 

"This is [also] the first time a real 
autonomous platform is going to be sold to 
private people," he adds."This is a big 
endorsement for us. BMW is a thought 
leader in premium cars," Keilaf tells 
NoCamels. He added that, prior to this, 
BMW also pushed to bring in Jerusalem-
based company Mobileye, which develops 
sensors and advanced driver assistance 
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Israel to Invest $281 Million in 
Expansion of Main International 
Terminal at Tel Aviv's Ben-
Gurion Airport 
 
Excerpt from 'Haaretz' 
April 25, 2018 

 

 
As passenger numbers at Ben-Gurion 
International Airport continue to surge, the 
Israel Airports Authority will be investing a 
billion shekels ($281 million) to expand 
Terminal 3, the main international terminal at 
the airport. 

The expansion will provide 36,000 square 
meters (388,000 square feet) of additional 
space in a four-story structure that will also 
house the airport's new baggage screening 
system, which will automatically examine 
passengers' checked luggage.  
 
The expansion is projected to include 56 
additional check-in counters on one level 
and another 32 on a lower level. The time 
frame for building the new facilities is 
unclear, since various approvals are 
required for the project. A large temporary 
tent has been erected to ease congestion at 
the airport in the interim, and is expected to 
open next month in advance of the summer 
travel season. The tent should provide an 

systems and was sold to Intel in 2017 for 
$15.3 billion, for a partnership between the 
three and Delphi Automotive (now known as 
Aptiv) to co-develop an autonomous driving 
platform by 2021. 

Innoviz's participation now makes the Israeli 
company a significant part of the effort. 
 
Full Story Here: https://bit.ly/2jjaUkn 

 

Can Cryptocurrencies and 
Blockchain be the Next Major 
Drivers of the Israeli Economy? 
 
Excerpt and Photo from 'Times of Israel' (via 'No 
Camels') 
April 29, 2018 

 

 

Several months ago, reporters in Israel 
began receiving a flood of press releases 
and urgent phone calls from public relations 
agents promoting new startups building a 
"blockchain-based P2P platform." This 
platform, we were told, would use 
cryptocurrency to "revolutionize" the energy 
industry, or the diamond industry, or 
completely transform the way that people 
look for jobs. 

Welcome to the hot new high-tech field of 
cryptocurrency and blockchain. Although the 
technology is difficult for many laypeople to 
follow, entrepreneurs and investors are 
flocking to it, partly because of the massive 
amounts of money other enthusiasts are 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vtMKHKmhO91nhC5qwxOLrrfm_Rcbwf2fE53oX9oC9Ueg6-892PVgC-xj-UeZTCg-IK4NYw2L-7OWcVFq10U0hawzniQF5hiKVVffMhXswTkbBqoNkvVpuXa_tYnqeZO4PYAHziKKG63lIgih_1ZhYT6LuId2SErXjqKgI25h468=&c=9F5o1mBziJtw9tmzUT7-6H6oN3iIpPtDwALZMzD599_dPmLEFwTpVA==&ch=58gvZN5-MJ1GIRXU-p2lLGIVfZlpH8_5DHv2WyP8xtKAXaKV_LlgSQ==


immediate solution to the projected 14% 
increase expected on international flights 
this summer. 
 
Full story here: https://bit.ly/2HD2XW7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

pouring in.  
 
Cryptocurrencies are digital currencies that 
can be exchanged between people without 
the involvement of intermediaries, like banks 
or governments. Blockchain is the 
distributed public ledger that allows these 
cryptocurrencies to change hands without 
someone making digital copies of the 
currency or otherwise tampering with the 
record of who owns what. 
 
Some tout cryptocurrency and blockchain as 
the next major driver of the Israeli economy, 
but it is unclear how much of the activity in 
this new high-tech field is legitimate, how 
much is mere hype, and how much is 
outright fraud perpetrated by malevolent 
actors, including transnational criminal 
organizations. 
 
And so The Times of Israel recently sat 
down with a group of about a dozen 
cryptocurrency entrepreneurs, investors, 
lawyers, and accountants to discuss this 
very question: How much of this new field is 
legitimate, how much is fraud, and can the 
industry self-regulate so that investors can 
tell the difference and won't end up losing all 
their money? 
 
Full story here: https://bit.ly/2vYbixX 
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PM Netanyahu Meets With US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo 
 
70th Independence Day Reception for 
Diplomatic Corps Held at President's 
Residence 
 
PM Netanyahu Praises the IDF and ISA 
 

 
A Day in the Life of an Israeli Farmer 
 

Farming in the desert is no easy task. Watch 
a day in the life of an Israeli farmer in 
southern Israel as he shares his story of 
agricultural success in the desert. 
 
Druze Tourism in Israel 
 
The Druze are a proud and ancient people 
and one of Israel's main minority 
communities. The Druze communities share 
with tourists from Israel and the rest of the 
world their ancient traditions and way of life. 
Watch, eat, and experience the hospitality of 
the Druze in Israel. 
 
Revival of a Nation 
 
Join us on a spectacular journey through 
Israel's history, the story of the unbroken 
bond between the Jewish people and the 
Land of Israel and the revival of modern 
Israel in its ancient homeland. 
 

Israel-70 Years of Achievement 

 

In our 70 years we've achieved quite a lot! 
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