
Giving from our hearts to those in need is one of the 

biggest assets of our congregation.  The holidays are 

upon us and we’re going to get a head start.  You will 

see a bare “Thanks-Giving” tree for the Hinton 

Center on November 5.  By November 26 we hope 

to see it full of decorations  Your cash donations will 

allow you to choose something fallish from the 

decoration box to put on the tree.  All donations will 

be used by Hinton Center to provide Christmas for 

those in need. 

Let us all help create a stunning fall “Thanks-Giving 

Tree.” 

The Giving Tree for Hinton Center 

Thanksgiving is Just Around the Corner 

Our annual Thanksgiving celebration is happening.  

Parish Life has provided funds for the turkey, ham, 

and trimmings. All we need now is side dishes, 

desserts, and some help. 

Sign up sheets are posted in the Information Hallway.  

All are welcome to join in this traditional celebration. 

We just ask that you sign up so we know how many 

to prepare for. The church provides turkey, ham, 

stuffing, dressing, mashed potatoes, and gravy. Your 

side dishes and desserts make the meal a feast that is 

not to be missed.  

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Wright. 
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Services 

Sunday: 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite 
I  (Nursery available) 

9:15 am Adult Spiritual 
Formation  (Nursery 
available) 

10:45 am Holy Eucharist 
Rite II (Nursery 
available) 

10:45 am Children’s 
Church  (Children go 
directly to Children’s 
Church) 

Monday: 

10:00 am Morning Prayer 

Tuesday: 

7:00 pm Healing with 
Soaking Prayer 

Wednesday: 

Noon  Holy Eucharist with 
Healing Prayer 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Breedlove 
Rector 

The Rev. George Choyce 
Assisting Clergy 

 

The Rev. Turner Guidry 
Deacon 

To all members, and anyone interested in expression 

their “TALENT,” or wanting to develop their interest 

in expressing their “TALENT” in flower arranging.  

No experience is necessary...just a love for God’s 

beauty around us. 

There will be a planning and scheduling luncheon on 

Tuesday, December 5, at 11:00 am at my home at 

160 Barlow Fields Terrace. 

Please RSVP to 828-389-4763. 

Joy Fox, Flower Guild Chair 

Flower Guild Luncheon 



Ongoing 

 Lectionary Bible Study meets in the Library downstairs.  Join 

us each Sunday at 9:15 as we work through the appointed 

readings for the following Sunday.  All are welcome. 

 Listening to Mark: How Mark Tells the Story of Jesus 

meets at 9:15 in the Undercroft. Please bring your Bible with you. 

Newcomers are welcome. 

Upcoming 

 Rector’s Brown Bag Book Read – The Celtic Way of 

Evanglism on Tuesday, November 21 at noon. More detail 

available in the hallway. 

 2018 Good Shepherd Men’s Retreat – Confidence in God. 

January 15-18, 2018, Monastery of the Holy Spirit, Conyers, GA. 

The cost for the program, housing and meals is approximately 

$350. “Confidence in God is a choice that isn’t always easy to 

make, yet is imperative to make the choice. It is only then that 

our true journey towards God can begin. Awareness of the 

Divine Presence and discernment of God’s will are foundational in 

the spiritual life. Through these principles found in the Christian 

classic, ‘Abandonment to Divine Providence’, we will explore the 

key elements of our pilgrimage.” Payments are due by November 

30. Half scholarships are available. Contact Fr Bill for more 

information and the sign up sheet in the hallway.  

 Advent Retreat Program – The Religious Art of John August 

Swanson - Friday, December 1, Candler School of Theology, 

Atlanta, GA. “Candler School of Theology enjoys an extensive 

collection of the work of Los Angeles artist John August Swanson. 

Noted for his finely detailed, brilliantly colored paintings and 

original prints, Swanson has works displayed in some of the 

world’s most prestigious venues, including the Smithsonian’s 

National Museum of American History, The Art Institute of 

Chicago, London’s Tate Gallery, the Vatican Museums’ Collection 

of Modern Religious Art, and the Biblioteque Nationale in Paris, 

among others. Candler’s holdings – currently 55 pieces – 

comprise the largest single collection of Swanson’s art in the 

world.” Participation is limited by Candler to 12, so sign up in the 

hallway to reserve your space. We will carpool from Good 

Shepherd at 9:00A, eat lunch in Atlanta before the tour, and 

arrive back in Hayesville around 6:30P. 

Christian Education 
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2017 General Fund Balance: 

Balance January 1, 2017 $20,513 

Income year to date 275,764 

Expenses year to date   -274,771 

General Fund Balance on September 30, 2017 $21,506 

Balance on bank mortgage $147,138 

Balance on Mt. of Faith loan $22,500 

The church’s financial statements are posted each month on the 

bulletin board by the office door. 

For any questions, please contact our church bookkeeper, Susan 

Wyman in the office on Mondays. 

Financials (September 30, 2017) 



Well, here it is October, and Fall is upon us. Then comes 

Thanksgiving, and then Christmas. After these joyous times, a new 

church year begins. A new Financial Year. We have so very much to 

be thankful for here at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church.  We care 

for one and all. This is a very special time of the year. It is our time of 

Stewardship. As you know, we celebrated Sunday, October 15th, by 

turning in our pledge cards for helping in developing our budget for 

2018. My thanks to all of you who were there, and to those who have 

turned in their pledge cards. We have made a good start. It is not too 

late to continue to turn in your pledge cards. I encourage each of you 

to help us to do God’s work here at Good Shepherd by making a 

pledge for 2018. Your Vestry and your Finance Committee will be 

working on these numbers very soon. Please prayerfully consider 

returning your pledge. 

Blessings and many Thanks! 

Pat Fox, Treasurer 

$Dollars and ¢Cents from the Treasurer 

“Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for 

my sake will find it.” 

- Jesus the Christ c. 30AD 

I think I am an institutional person.  By that I mean that I find a sense 

of place, of belonging, of stability and identity through being part of 

something larger, much larger, than myself.  I am an introvert, but my 

way of being leads me to a life lived in institutions and not as a hermit.   

The bigger and the more connected, the better.  I doubt I could be a 

congregationalist and I much prefer league bowling to bowling alone.  

Some now say they are spiritual, but not religious and so practice a 

kind of cafeteria-menu, individualist, ego-driven, something spiritual 

spirituality.  Give me the ancient, institutional, and hierarchal church 

with such a cloud of witnesses and a communion of saints.  

Paradoxically, it is by belonging that we do not get swallowed up and 

vanish into the whole but go beyond ourselves to become more than 

our individual selves.  Membership, as they say, has its privileges and 

one is to belong and to grow.   Jesus tells us that if we join ourselves 

with him, we will find life.  If we choose to go beyond our individual, 

ego-driven, personal agendas and make his agenda our agenda, and to 

be part of the body of Christ, we will find greater life than we could 

ever otherwise know.  The following story illustrates this principle of 

getting beyond ourselves to find greater life and invites us to think 

beyond our current thinking and to imagine a larger reality - to 

imagine  how our fears and our experience of life’s bitterness, how 

our disagreements and our inability to practice reconciliation, how our 

lack of concern for and charity toward others, and so forth are all part 

of having too small a view of God’s purpose in our lives and too small 

a view of our place in God’s dream for God’s people. 

An aging master grew tired of his apprentice complaining, and so, one 

morning, sent him for some salt. 

When the apprentice returned, the 

master instructed the unhappy young 

man to put a handful of salt in a glass 

of water and then to drink it. “How 

does it taste?” the master asked.   

“Bitter” spit the apprentice. 

The master chuckled and then asked 

the young man to take the same 

handful of salt and put it in the lake. 

The two walked in silence to the nearby lake, and once the apprentice 

swirled his handful of salt in the water, the old man said, “Now drink 

from the lake.” 

As the water dripped down the young man’s chin, the master asked, 

“How does it taste?” “Fresh,” remarked the apprentice. “Do you taste 

the salt?” asked the master. “No,” said the young man. 

At this, the master sat beside this serious young man who so 

reminded him of himself and took his hands, offering, “The pain of life 

is pure salt; no more, no less. The amount of pain in life remains the 

same, exactly the same. But the amount of bitterness we taste 

depends on the container we put the pain in. So when you are in pain, 

the only thing you can do is to enlarge your sense of things …. stop 

being a glass. Become a lake.” 

Stay connected and go big.  As Jesus promises “whoever loses their life 

for my sake will find it.” 

Fr Bill+ 

Getting beyond Ourselves 
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There are times in our lives when we have to reevaluate our current 

situations.  For instance, many of you know my story.  The health 

change of epilepsy came upon me with such sudden surprise that I had 

a very simple choice:  1) not deal with it, or 2) deal with it.  I know 

that sounds so very obvious, but I did not go with option 1) but went 

with option 2).  Four neurosurgeries and endless rounds of anti-

seizures medications have led me to being seizure free … at least for 

now.  In other words, I dealt with it by the grace of God and from the 

support of family and friends.   

I would not wish epilepsy on anyone.  It stinks.  Epilepsy, nevertheless, 

is not the only crisis out there.  Some of you have had another kind of 

health crisis or a relational crisis or a faith crisis, just to name a few.  

You have the same options that I had.  You can ignore it; you can deal 

with it.   

What I would like to write is that in the last month, I have had three 

people make pastoral appointments with me to talk about what I 

would term “a priest’s dream.”  These are people who wonder how 

God is active in their lives, because they can sense a change that is 

impossible to articulate in meager words.  They also wonder then that 

if God is active in their lives, then what is God calling them to do.  Oh, 

how I wish I sometimes had the quick and easy answer to that 

intricate query.  That phenomenon, however, would be an insult to 

their intelligence.  Therefore, I walk with them as a priest in this time 

of their lives in this unique way.  They want to know God more 

personally.  They want to know what God wants them to do.  

What about you?  When, if ever, was the last time you asked yourself 

how God is active in your life?  When, if ever, was the last time you 

asked yourself what God was calling you to do with your life?  Perhaps 

it will only be a crisis that brings you to this point.  I confess that it 

was a crisis that was the catalyst to make me examine my life.  I will 

assure you that you will not – even though it feels that way – be alone. 

“Though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

for you are with me …” Psalm 23: 4; as 

well as the reassuring prophecy of 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, and they shall name him 

Emmanuel, which means, God is with 

us.” 

Hayesville, North Carolina at Good 

Shepherd Episcopal Church is not 

where I thought I would land.  And I 

am so grateful that my plans gave way to God’s plan.  Perhaps Father 

Bill, Deacon Turner or I can be a guide along your journey to see how 

God is active in your life and where God may be leading you.  It is a 

fair counsel and notice that these kinds of spiritual journeys do take us 

out of our comfort zone.  The journey probably is not geographical – 

though it might be.  More than likely, you are being called into new 

ministry right here through Good Shepherd that will have an effect at 

Good Shepherd, the local community, the Diocese of Western North 

Carolina, the National Church, along with the Anglican Communion.   

Literally, look at yourself in the mirror.  See that person looking back 

at you.  How is God active in that person’s life?  Where is God calling 

that person to go?    

I’ll conclude with the Collect for Guidance from Morning Prayer on 

page 100 of The Book of Common Prayer.   

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our  

being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by  

your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our  

life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are  

ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.      

From Fr. George: 



I give heartfelt thanks for my church family who has journeyed with 

me through the past 20 years of ministry at Good Shepherd. The 

celebration and roasting last month of the ministry of your deacon 

was well beyond anything I could have imagined. I thank you…..my 

sisters and brothers…..for blessing me with your presence as well as 

your participation, words, cards, notes, roasts, and labors in making 

the 20 year celebration an unforgettable and powerful moment in my 

life. I was ill prepared for the huge turnout, the amazing food, the 

leniency of the roasters, and the unseen extensive labors involved. I 

am humbled as well as honored. You are a blessing. I love you….my 

church family. Thank you. 

 Deacon Turner 

A Thank You from Deacon Turner: 
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Parish News 

Birthdays in November 

 2 Doris Etler 

 3 Patti Brownlee, Jan Ratchford, Betty Weiland 

 5 David Gribble 

 6 Mary Rose Figura, Dave Larson 

 8 Karen Sirmans, Joe Martin 

 9 Dean Harshbarger 

 10 Linda Milt 

 14 Susan Morgan 

 16 Claudia Kennedy 

 17 Bill Rutledge 

 20 Bob Stillwell 

 21 Eleanor Owen 

 24 Judy Bourne 

 26 Beej Hampton 

 26 Laurie Wright 

 27 Laurel Adams 

Anniversaries in November 

 3 Barbara and Rex Boswell 

 20 Pam and Marion Rivers, Meg and Fred Whitley 

 29 Marilyn and Bill Clark 

 30 Violet and Larry Howell 

In Sympathy we are thinking of: 

Gail Criss on the death of her father, Daniel DenBleyker . 

Estelle Rice on the death of her husband, Nevin. 

Give rest, O Christ, to Thy servants with Thy saints, where sorrow and 

pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

Congratulations to: 

Pat and Paul Jordan on the birth of their great-great-grandson, 

Baylon Shorette.  Becky Underwood is the great-grandmother. 

Thank you so much for the lovely luncheon and love gift you 

honored me with.  I also received emails and cards.  Everything 

was greatly appreciated. 

It is a great pleasure to work, worship, and sing with such 

awesome friends. 

May you all be showered with God’s blessings all the rest of your 

days. 

Lois Ann 

A Thank You from Lois Ann Wentzel 



 

All Saint’s Sunday 

November 5 

Revelation 7:9-17 

Psalm 34:1-8 

1 John 3:1-3 

John 5:24-27 

23 Pentecost 

November 12 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Psalm 78:1-7  

Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Matthew 25:1-13 

24 Pentecost 

November 19 

Judges 4:1-7 

Psalm 123 

Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Last Sunday after Pentecost 

November 26 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

Psalm 100 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Matthew 25:31-46 

Lectionary Readings for November 

Location: 

495 Herbert Hills Dr. 

Hayesville NC  28904 

Phone: 828-389-3397 

E-mail: gsepiscopal@brmemc.net 

 

Web address: 

goodshepherdhayesville.org 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 677 
Hayesville NC  28904 

Good Shepherd 

Episcopal Church 
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