PTCA of San Diego
Member Newsletter
MARCH 2018 GENERAL MEETING
Monthly Meeting Details
March 6, 2018

Members: $25 | Non-Members: $30

Executive Meeting: 5:30 PM
All Members Welcome!

General Meeting: 6:30 PM
Scheduled Topic
• A Pepper Tree Mystery
Ron Matranga
• Local Pest Update
Ricardo Aguilar

Giovanni’s Restaurant

9353 Clairemont Mesa Blvd, San Diego

We are geared up and excited
for our upcoming March General
Meeting!
Ron Matranga, our very
own 'Tree Detective', will share
case details of a truly perplexing
Pepper Tree Mystery! This will be
an interesting discussion that you
won't want to miss.
Next, Ricardo Aguilar, of Aguilar
Plant Care, will present a seasonal
update of the local tree pest problems and disorders for San Diego

County. Ricardo has been keeping
members informed on the South
American Palm Weevil, and will
surely have loads of information on
relevant tree pests. Come and find
out the latest on what's old and
what's new!!
We look forward to seeing you
on March 6. The cost for this meeting is $25 for members and $30 for
non-members.
Please visit our website at www.
ptcasandiego.org in order to RSVP.

HOT OFF THE PRESS!

FREE SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPING GUIDEBOOKS NOW AVAILABLE
Free copies of a popular guidebook for environmentally friendly
landscape upgrades are available to
residents county-wide thanks to a
second printing of the “San Diego Sustainable Landscape Guidelines” by the
San Diego County Water Authority.
Residents can pick up the 71page, spiral-bound book at the front
desk of the Water Authority’s Kearny
Mesa headquarters, and at 18 other
locations in San Diego, Chula Vista,
El Cajon, Oceanside, San Marcos,
Spring Valley and Bonita.
The Water Authority and its partners developed the comprehensive
Sustainable Landscape Guidelines to
help homeowners upgrade their
landscapes with climate-appropriate plants, high-efficiency irrigation
equipment, rainwater capture and
detention features, and soil amendments to improve water efficiency.
The guidebooks; complete with
photos, diagrams and checklists for following sustainable landscaping principles; were first published in October
2015, along with an electronic version
that is at SustainableLandscapesSD.

org. The principles were then put into
practice at the Sustainable Landscaping Demonstration Garden at the Water Authority headquarters.
Besides being available at locations county-wide, the guidebooks
are provided to participants in the
Water Authority’s four-class WaterSmart Landscape Makeover Series.
These free, award-winning and in-

teractive classes teach participants
SLP principles and are held over four
consecutive weeks. The Water Authority will host two sessions of the
Landscape Makeover Series in March
and April.
To view the guidebook and a
list of pick-up locations online, go
to
sustainablelandscapessd.org/
guidelines.

Free copies of the book are available (while supplies last)
from these participating agencies and organizations:
• San Diego County Water Authority
4677 Overland Ave., San Diego
• Sweetwater Authority
505 Garrett Ave, Chula Vista
• Water Conservation Garden
12122 Cuyamaca College Drive W., El
Cajon
• Vallecitos Water District
201 Vallecitos De Oro, San Marcos
OTAY WATER DISTRICT
• District Office
2554 Sweetwater Springs Blvd., Spring
Valley
• Southwestern College Library
900 Otay Lakes Road, Chula Vista
Otay Ranch Branch Library
2015 Birch Road, Suite #409, Chula Vista
• Bonita-Sunnyside Branch Library
4375 Bonita Road, Bonita
• Salt Creek Recreation Center
2710 Otay Lakes Road, Chula Vista
• Heritage Recreation Center
1381 E. Palomar St., Chula Vista

CITY OF SAN DIEGO
• Public Utilities Department
525 B St., Main Floor
• City Administration Building Lobby
202 C St.
• Central Library
300 Park Blvd.
• Valencia Park/Malcolm X Branch Library
5148 Market St.
• Rancho Peñasquitos Branch Library
13330 Salmon River Road
CITY OF OCEANSIDE
• Civic Center Library
330 Coast Highway
• Mission Branch Library
3861 Mission Ave.
• Civic Center, Revenue and Cashiering
Office
300-C N. Ditmar St., East Building
• Civic Center, Water Administration Office
300 N. Coast Highway, First Floor, South
Building
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Summer Tree Walk
August 7, 2018

A Pepper Tree Mystery;
Ron Matranga
Local Pest Update;
Ricardo Aguilar

PTCA Field Day
& Seminar
Date TBD

Topics:

APRIL

General Meeting
April 3, 2018

MAY

General Meeting
May 1, 2018

714.639.6516
ptca@epicentermgmt.us

JUNE

Summer Tree Walk
June 5, 2018

WEBSITE

ptcaosd.wildapricot.org

JULY

Summer Tree Walk
July 3, 2018

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Rose Epperson, CAE
repperson@wcainc.com

AUGUST

General Meeting
March 6, 2018

SEPTEMBER

General Meeting
September 4, 2018

OCTOBER

General Meeting
October 2, 2018

NOVEMBER

General Meeting
November 5, 2018

DECEMBER

PTCA Holiday Party
Date TBD

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
Heather Crippen
heather@epicentermgmt.us

Educational meetings are held the first Tuesday of
each month at Giovanni's Restaurant (9353 Claremont Mesa Blvd., San Diego, CA). During the summer months, arboricultural tours ("Tree Walks") are
featured.

Kathleen Mahoney
kathleen@epicentermgmt.us

MAILING ADDRESS

Professional Tree Care Association of San Diego
27537 Commerce Center Dr.; Suite #107
Temecula, CA 92590

MEMBERSHIP

The cost to attend is $25 for members, $30 for nonmembers. The Tree Walks are free of charge.
Information for upcoming meetings is available at
our website at ptcaosd.wildapricot.org, and in our
monthly newsletter. CEUs are available!

Heather Crippen
714.639.6516
heather@epicentermgmt.us

VISIT US ON THE WEB!
www.ptcasandiego.org

For membership applications
Please make request via e-mail
at ptca@epicentermgmt.us
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FEBRUARY 2018

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Here we are in February, the
shortest month of the year.
The cliche phrase ‘Do More With
Less’ comes to mind when I think
about this. There are two types of
organizations I hear this from the
most: non-profits and organizations
that are government-funded. These
are typically groups whose missions
are selfless ones, to lend a helping
Evan Sims
hand to those in need, or take acPlan-It Geo, LLC
tion to combat challenges that have
ISA Certified Arborist
damaging implications.
WE-9314AT, TRAQ
Our PTCA is one of these groups,
ASCA Registered
Consulting Arborist #582 but neither of those aims are our
purpose - we seek to implement
best practices within arboriculture, and educate commercial arborists and tree workers on the safest and
most scientific methods for caring for the canopy. With
that in mind, Arbor Day has traditionally been an opportunity for our group to give back to the community,
by not just promoting and educating best practice, but
to actually get out and demonstrate our commitment
to bettering San Diego’s urban forest.

We know that when an organization is looking to
slash an operating budget, tree care is usually at the
top of the list to cut. We also know that deferred tree
care maintenance will reduce the vast benefits trees
provide, increase risk, and create a very costly problem
in the future. This is why our long standing tradition of
volunteering manpower and equipment to those in
need on Arbor Day is so important.
This year, Arbor Day is Friday, April 27th. We have already found one organization, the Water Conservation
Garden at Cuyamaca College, as one site for this year’s
PTCA Arbor Day event. Given our membership depth
and geographical spread, we have the opportunity to
identify a second location, possibly in North County,
for another event. We need your help in finding a deserving organization to assist. We have long discussed
a tree planting event, and our Arbor Day event would
be a perfect opportunity to compliment our tree care
efforts.
Please reach out to our board members or the
Epicenter Management team if you have suggestions
for Arbor Day!
- Evan Sims, PTCA President

FEBRUARY MEETING RECAP

HOW THE SAN DIEGO ZOO IS WORKING TO CONSERVE LOCAL SPECIES
Stacy Anderson and Stephanie
Steele, researchers in Plant Conservation at the San Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation Research, discussed research that their division
is pursuing to aid the conservation
of two local tree species, Tecate cypress and Torrey pine.
The Tecate cypress is found only
in a few small areas of Southern California and Baja California with the
largest and most sustainable population located in San Diego County
on Otay Mountain. Considered endangered in California, this rare conifer is also host to the endangered
Thorne’s hairstreak butterfly.
The Tecate cypress is a charismatic tree that requires fire or extreme heat for its cones to open and
subsequently reproduce. Young
trees, however, may take up to 10
years to produce cones and there-

fore increased fire regimes are its
greatest threat.
Stacy shared the steps that the
San Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation Research have taken to establish
a field gene bank of Tecate cypress at
the Rancho Jamul Ecological Reserve
to act as a type of insurance population to aid conservation efforts.
The Torrey pine is a locally iconic tree that is the most rare pine
species in North America. It occurs
naturally in only two locations in
Southern California, including the
Del Mar/La Jolla Region and on
Santa Rosa Island off the coast of
Santa Barbara. Considered critically
imperiled by the IUCN Redlist, Torrey pines are threatened by reduced
habitat, low genetic diversity, exposure to prolonged drought and
other climate extremes, and bark
beetle pests.
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Stephanie discussed how the
division is using genomic tools to
both : a) characterize the diversity
of the species on a genome-wide
scale, and b) assess the potential of
the species to adapt to continued
threats, particularly bark beetles.
This genetic information can be
used to guide future seed collection
and reintroduction efforts.
These talks highlighted how the
Plant Conservation division at San
Diego Zoo uses seed collections,
propagation, restoration, and genomic information to work toward
the conservation of rare plant species in San Diego County

PTCA GENERAL MEETING

FEBRUARY MEETING MINUTES
Executive Meeting called to order at 5:35 PM by President Evan Sims.
Members Present:
Evan Sims (President), Miguel Sibrian (Vice President), Ricardo Aguilar (Secretary), Brad Brown (Treasurer), Gabe
Jarvis (Membership), Dan Simpson (Education), Alden Pedersen, Pete Ryken, Stan Baczynski, Mike Poffenberger,
Heather Crippen (Epicenter Management)
Old Business:
• Minutes from January 2018 meeting were read by Evan Sims.
Old Minutes approved by Evan Sims, seconded by Brad Brown.
• Heather updated on PTCA insurance search. No luck yet, but Epicenter hopes to have more information soon.
Executive Meeting adjourned at 6:20 PM by Evan Sims
Member meeting called to order at 7:00 PM.
Announcements
• Kurt Peacock updated on the success of the recent 9th Annual Fruit Tree Pruning Workshop.
• Evan updated on the upcoming PTCA Arbor Day event.
• Dan Simpson updated on upcoming general meeting speakers and events.
• Stan Baczynski signed up PTCA to have a booth at the upcoming San Diego County Fair. He will be asking for
volunteers to help man the booth.
• Mike Palat mentioned that Tree San Diego needs help and volunteers for their upcoming event that helps
water urban trees. Contact Mike if you are interested.
• Mike Palat also mentioned the site yreecareforbirds.com (Tree Care For Birds) for information the latest BMP
on Bird Safety.
Speakers:
Stacy Anderson, San Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation Research
• Stacy discussed the issues the Tecate Cypress is facing and what preservation efforts she is involved with to
help restore and conserve the endangered population.
Stephanie Steele, San Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation Research
• Stephanie discussed how the application and use of genomic tools is helping in research to help save the
native Torrey Pines.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.
Meeting took place at Giovanni’s restaurant at 9353 Claremont Mesa Blvd. San Diego on February 6, 2018.
Minutes submitted by secretary Ricardo Aguilar.
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PTCA ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW MAILING ADDRESS
The PTCA has a new mailing address! Heather Crippen,
the PTCA Administrator, has relocated her office to Temecula.
If you have any future correspondences for the PTCA office, registrations for future events, or other things to send,
please forward them to:
Professional Tree Care Association of San Diego
27537 Commerce Center Dr.; Suite #107
Temecula, CA 92590
The phone number for the office remains the same at
714.639.6516. If you have any questions, please contact us
via email at ptca@epicentermgmt.us.

PTCA ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING SD COUNTY FAIR
Save the Date for the SD Fair!
The San Diego County Fair runs from June 2 through
July 4.
Stan Baczynski has selected the following 8 days for
PTCA participation: June 2 & 3, June 9 & 10, June 16 & 17,
and June 30 & July 1. Available shifts are 10-2 and 2-6.
More info will be coming soon, so stay tuned and we
hope you will consider volunteering with the PTCA!

Aguilar Plant Care, Inc.

Plant & Tree Healthcare Specialists
APC specializes in Plant and Tree Healthcare services
throughout all of San Diego, Orange and Riverside counties.

760.705.5571
aguilarplantcare@gmail.com
www.aguilarplantcare.com

CERTIFIED QAL APPLICATORS
CERTIFIED ISA ARBORISTS
PEST MANAGEMENT
DISEASE CONTROL
NUTRIENT PLANS

“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” -Benjamin Franklin
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TREE TALK

ICE CREAM BEAN TREE(Inga edulis)
The Ice Cream Bean Tree, Inga
edulis, is native to tropical South
America and was long ago spread
throughout Central America. This
tree prefers lowland moist and
hot tropics, but is adaptable to
sub-tropical conditions in native
highlands. The optimal mean temperature range is 70-80°F but can
withstand up to 92°F.
Inga is an evergreen tree, to
50 feet, with a broad spreading
canopy. Young twigs are angular
in cross-section and covered with
short brown hairs. Leaves are pinnate with 4-6 pairs of opposite leaflets, the terminal pair being larger
than those at the base.
Inga species are members of
the Fabaceae family which also includes peanut, carob, tamarind and
licorice, and are excellent nitrogen
fixers.
It prospers in soils of all types
within an extended pH range of
4-8. A symbiotic association with
nitrogen-fixing bacteria and mycorrhiza is formed, giving it an exceptional endogenous nutritional
capacity. As a consequence it grows
in poorly fertile soils where many
other plants struggle, and it will also
improve surrounding soil fertility. It
can handle some waterlogging.
Propagating exclusively by
seed, this tree germinates rapidly
and easily. However they are recalcitrant and viviparous so need to be
sown fresh. Amazonian farmers prefer trees that produce deep black
seeds over lightly colored ones as
the former are more productive.
Some varieties produce polyembryonic seeds.
Flowers are arranged in dense
axillary spikes. They are androgynous and tubular with many showy
white stamens. A 3-4 year old plant
may produce up to 100,000 flowers
but fruit set is only about 1%. This

may be improved with cross-pollination. The fragrant flowers and
nectaries attract bees and other
insects which are thought to effect
pollination.
It should be planted where
it will receive full sunlight. Intercropping with other fruit trees such
as coffee and cacao is common, as
they provide shade and soil enrichment.
Apart from their many other
uses, they are sometimes used as
windbreaks.
These trees can be pruned quite
severely for structural reasons and
will continue to be fruitful. Large
trees may need to be pruned constantly, and the prunings can be
used as firewood.
Fruit is a large green indehiscent ridged pod, up to five feet
long, filled with 2-3cm long black
seeds which are surrounded by a
white cottony edible pulp containing 15-20% carbohydrates. They
take several months from flowering
to mature.
Among the species other than
edulis, the size and appearance of
the pods varies widely, as does the
flavor and quality of the pulp. Under
ideal conditions, the first fruit may
set within 2 years, and by the fifth
there may be up to 300 pods. Inga is
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a very productive tree with yields of
over 1500kg/tree reported. Mature
fruit do not abscise and must be
picked. The pod pulp, 20% of fresh
fruit weight, is accessed by twisting
the fibrous pericarp. Fruiting season
is approximately May through August. Fruits are harvested when fully
rounded.
Usually, the fruit is eaten fresh
but also in processed forms. In
South America they are used for the
production of the alcoholic beverage, cachiri. In Mexico, pods are
roasted.
Pod-boring insects and fungus
are typical in this species. Healthy
and vigorous trees are generally
free of major problems. However
moist and humid climates can increase the risk of fungal diseases.
The genus Inga has more than
300 species with some 50 producing edible fruit. There is not a lot of
published material about them, and
it is difficult to identify species. There
are many variations in appearance,
eating quality and growth habits.
This is a versatile and hardy fruit
tree that can be extremely productive, and it's kind to home growers,
with fruiting over a staggered period.
If you are inclined to grow one, try
and ensure it's propagated from one
of the long black 'female' type seeds.

PEST UPDATE

FEEL THE LOVE FOR GROUND BEETLES
Valentine's Day is a time to
spread the love, so this month we'll
look at some "good bugs" - those
beneficial to gardens. The term
"good bug" may seem like an oxymoron until we mention a few by
name: lady bug, praying mantis,
honey bee, ground beetle. These
are bugs you WANT in your yard bugs that either help plants or eat
the bugs that eat plants. Let's discuss the most unlikely on the list:
Ground beetles.
Ground beetles are from the
family Carabidae. Although sometimes confused with cockroaches
at first sight, these common beetles seldom invade homes and
can be useful in the garden. There
are about 2,500 known species of
ground beetles in North America.
Adults, referred to as "Carabids,"
can be anywhere from 1/16 to 1-3/8
inches long, flat and elongated with
a narrow head and hard wing cov-

ers. They are generally nocturnal,
running quickly at night and feeing on potentially harmful insects.
Usually found under rocks, logs or
boards, they love to chow down
on slugs, snails, cutworms and root
maggots, and the larvae of many
harmful insects. The worst thing
we can say about ground beetles is
that some varieties can produce an
offensive odor - garnering them the
moniker "stink bug" or "stink beetle.
Pictured is the ground beetle and
larva of the genus Calosoma in the
family Carabidae. These beetles are
often called "caterpillar hunters." During April of 2005, when there was an
abundance of painted lady butterflies
in the Anza-Borrego Desert, these
beetles were very abundant - feeding off the pupae. For more information and some great pictures of other
types of local beetles, check out this
great resource: www2.palomar.edu/
users/warmstrong/ww0502.htm

If you have an over-abundance of
ground beetles, eliminate any debris
or rubbish outside where they may
hide. Weather strip or seal off openings and crevices in outer walls in order to exclude them from the home.
Also, it may be helpful to reduce
exposed night lights, as these nightactive bugs are often attracted to
lights. Try to remember, even though
they may not be the most attractive
bugs around, they are not harmful. If
you find you have more than you can
handle, call a pest professional.

BALBOA PARK

BALBOA PARK'S NO. 1 TREE MAY GET VIEWING PLATFORM
An icon of Balboa Park — a massive Moreton Bay Fig tree planted in
1914 — may soon get a viewing platform worthy of its shady splendor.
The nonprofit group Friends of
Balboa Park is proposing to pay for a
raised visitor’s walkway around the
tree, which has been fenced off to
the public since 1989.
Many longtime San Diegans remember climbing around the roots
of this tree as children. But those
good times had a cost. The fig’s
health suffered from the foot traffic.
Park officials erected a waist-high
fence that keeps visitors about 65
feet away from the tree’s base.
The Friends group has raised
$200,000 to put a 16-foot-wide
raised platform around a quarter of
the tree’s circumference — about 90
feet in length. The structure would

bring visitors closer to the dramatic
root structure that makes the fig so
eye-catching.
The tree — located next to the
San Diego Natural History Museum
— isn’t the only graceful giant of this
variety around. There are two other
big figs plus a dozen or so smaller versions around the city’s crown-jewel
park. But this fig is the biggest and
most prominent — sometimes called
Balboa Park’s most popular tree.
The Friends of Balboa Park
group envisions that the platform,
with new informational placards,
will reopen the tree for use by
schools groups, tours and even for
entertainment.
The structure, as designed by
Friends board member and landscape architect Pat Caughey, will
have as many as three bump-out
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patios. That should allow for niceties such as room for musicians to
play under the tree.
The fence must remain, but it
would be replaced with a more visually pleasing version. The platform
would be raised 18 to 24 inches
above ground to provide clearance
over the tree’s roots.
The new platform would be
constructed of durable composite
board that should last for decades.
This Balboa Park fig is likely about
108 years old. Park officials say it’s
healthy.
Since it’s an oddity of nature
— there’s only a modest cluster of
these behemoths left in mild coastal
Southern California — it’s anyone’s
guess how long the tree might live.
In the wilds of Australia, these
figs can live 500 years.

SAFETY UPDATE

TREE CARE WORK: FALLS & FALLING OBJECT HAZARDS
OSHA Fact Sheet | www.osha.gov
Fatal Incidents: Two Examples

The following fatal incident descriptions involve the serious hazards of falls and falling objects:
Falling Object Incident
A tree care worker was dragging
trimmed branches to a mobile wood
chipper. A second worker, a trimmer,
was working from a mobile bucket
truck. The trimmer was piecing out
a large maple tree scheduled for removal from the rear of a residence.
The trimmer cut a piece of a limb
that was approximately one foot in
diameter and 20 inches long. When
the limb fell, it struck the tree care
worker on the head, killing him.
An investigation of this incident
determined that ground personnel
should not have been in the treetrimming area, or “drop zone”, while
the trimmer was performing overhead work. The employer was required to establish a system of verbal and visual communications that
the trimmer could use to inform
ground personnel to stand clear
when an overhead hazard existed.
Fall Incident
A worker climbed a large hickory tree to remove the top of the tree.
After he cut one section off the top
of the tree and was roping down
a second section, the trunk of the
tree he was working from snapped
in half. This caused the worker and
the entire top of the tree to fall approximately 65 feet to the ground,
killing the worker.
The employer could have prevented this incident by performing a preliminary examination of
the tree before starting work. A
thorough preliminary examination
would have shown that the tree
could not support the forces resulting from rigging and roping down
cut tree sections.

Prevention

Before beginning any tree care
operation, employers need to:
Assess the work site for fall and
falling object hazards. Assess the
sloped ground where ladders or
equipment will be used to prevent
falls from equipment overturns and
ladder slippage; nearby overhead
objects or structures; and weatherrelated hazards.
Have a qualified arborist survey
the worksite and identify the types
of trees involved and possible hazards related to tree structure. The
qualified arborist would identify fall
hazards and falling object hazards
due to tree condition. The American
National Standard Institute’s (ANSI)
Z133 consensus standard on tree
care work defines “qualified arborist.”
Determine if rigging is necessary and, if so, that workers can use it
safely. This determination helps prevent sections of the tree from falling
while performing tree care work.
Determine if workers will need
to climb or use aerial lifts. In making
this determination, ensure that:
Ladders are:
»» Well maintained and not defective, such as having missing or broken parts;
»» Kept at least 10 feet away
from power lines and other
electric equipment. For lines
and equipment over 50 kV,
the distance should be 10
feet plus 4 inches for every
10 kV over 50 kV.
»» Inspected before each use,
and remove damaged or defective ladders;
»» Secured to avoid slippage; and
»» Used according to the manufacturer’s instructions.
Aerial lifts are:
»» Maintained and properly set
up for use;
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»» Used according to the manufacturer’s instructions;
»» Not used as cranes to lift or
hoist tree parts or material
unless designed for that purpose;
»» Only used with fall protection equipment including
tie-off; and
»» Kept at least 10 feet away
from power lines and other
electric equipment. For lines
and equipment over 50 kV,
the distance should be 10
feet plus 4 inches for every
10 kV over 50 kV.
Workers who climb trees are
trained on:
»» Climbing techniques;
»» Using climbing spurs with
gaffs that are compatible
with the tree they will climb,
»» Using a second means of fall
protection such as a workpositioning lanyard or a
second climbing line, in addition to using an arborist
climbing line;
»» Lifting and lowering hand
tools and equipment; and
»» Carrying only hand tools and
equipment that are necessary for climbing.
Identify and provide without
cost properly fitting personal protective equipment to protect workers from fall and overhead falling
object hazards, and ensure that the
workers use the equipment and are
trained in its proper use.
Only use climbing equipment
approved by the manufacturer for
tree care work, including climbing lines, safety lines, personal fall
protection equipment, and inspect
all equipment for safe operation
before starting work; remove damaged, defective, or worn equipment
from service.

Ensure that all workers at a tree
care operation are trained in hazard
recognition for falls from elevation
and falling object hazards, and the
use of personal protective equipment,
such as hard hats, to protect against injury from overhead falling objects.
If workers cannot remain at
least 10 feet from electric lines to
perform tree care operations, contact the utility company to de-energize and ground the lines.
Take the following steps to protect
workers from falling object hazards:
1. Establish and mark drop
zones with equipment,
such as cones, where there
is a hazard of objects falling;
2. Ensure that all workers receive training on procedures
for entering the drop zone;
3. Ensure that ground workers
maintain a distance away
from the tree-felling operations that is at least two times
the height of the tree; and
4. When using a rope to fell
a tree, workers must be at
a distance of at least oneand-a-half times the height
of the tree being felled.
Establish a visual or audible
communication system between
overhead workers and workers on
the ground before starting rigging
operations for piecing out the tree.
The system must effectively communicate when employees who are beneath overhead tree workers should
stand clear of the drop zone, and
when it is safe to approach a drop
zone. A worker trained in emergency
procedures needs to be within visual
or voice communication with the
worker climbing and working in a
tree above 12 feet in height.
Provide traffic and pedestrian
traffic control around the jobsite prior
to the start of the tree care operation.
Have emergency procedures in
place prior to the start of the tree care
operation. Determine if the worksite
location has cellular telephone cov-

erage and verify that every
worker knows the address
of the worksite in case they
need to summon emergency
services to the site. Establish
a retreat path for ground
workers so they can escape
from falling trees.

Additional Resources for
Employers and Workers

OSHA’s webpage on the
Tree Care Industry, at www.
osha.gov/treecare, provides many
resources on OSHA standards, hazard recognition, safety and health
programs, and additional resources.
Help for Employers
OSHA’s On-site Consultation
Program offers free and confidential
advice to small businesses with fewer than 250 workers at a site (and no
more than 500 employees nationwide). This program provides free
on-site compliance assistance to
help employers identify and correct
job hazards as well as improve injury and illness prevention programs.
On-site consultation services are
separate from enforcement and do
not result in penalties or citations.
To locate the OSHA consultation
office nearest you, visit www.osha.
gov or call 1-800-321-OSHA (6742).
OSHA has compliance assistance specialists throughout the nation located in most OSHA offices.
Compliance assistance specialists
can provide information to employers and workers about OSHA standards, short educational programs
on specific hazards or OSHA rights
and responsibilities, and information on additional compliance assistance resources. Contact your local
OSHA office for more information
by calling 1-800-321-OSHA (6742)
or visit OSHA’s website at www.
osha.gov.

Workers’ Rights

Workers have the right to:
• A safe workplace: working
conditions that do not pose a
risk of serious harm. The law
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•
•

•
•
•

•

requires employers to provide
their employees with working conditions that are free of
known dangers. The OSHA law
also prohibits employers from
retaliating against employees
for exercising their rights under
the law (including the right to
raise a safety or health concern
or to report an injury). For more
information see www.whistleblowers.gov or workers’ rights.
Working conditions that do not
pose a risk of serious harm.
Receive information and training
(in a language and vocabulary
they can understand) about workplace hazards, methods to prevent
them, and the OSHA standards
that apply to their workplace.
Review records of work-related
injuries and illnesses.
Get copies of test results that
find and measure hazards.
File a complaint asking OSHA to
inspect their workplace if they
believe there is a serious hazard or that their employer is not
following OSHA’s rules. When
requested, OSHA will keep all
identities confidential.
Exercise their rights under the
law without retaliation.

Contact OSHA

For questions or to get information
or advice, to report an emergency,
report a fatality or catastrophe, order publications, or to file a confidential complaint, contact your
nearest OSHA office, visit www.
osha.gov, or call OSHA at 1-800321-OSHA (6742).

REGIONAL NEWS

SAN DIEGO ADOPTS URBAN FORESTRY PLAN TO BOOST TREE CANOPY
David Garrick | The San Diego Union-Tribune
Neighborhoods in San Diego,
especially those in low-income and
urban areas, would get significantly
more trees under a five-year “urban
forestry” plan the City Council unanimously approved on Tuesday.
The proposal aims to help the
city meet the goals of its ambitious
climate action plan, which calls for
increasing the percentage of San
Diego covered by trees from 13
percent to 35 percent over the next
two decades.
Supporters said the 32-page
plan would also boost property values, improve air quality, enhance
wildlife habitat and shrink energy
costs by reducing the need for air
conditioning.
Increasing a city’s tree canopy
has also been shown to reduce storm
water runoff, lower crime rates,
boost public health and strengthen
communities, city officials said.
The plan includes 65 separate
actions and initiatives aimed at
giving San Diego a resilient, worldclass urban forest.
The actions include creating a
tree inventory this year to determine
strengths and weaknesses in the
city’s canopy, how to decide where
to plant which types of trees and
how to re-shape city policies for preserving and maintaining the roughly
1 million trees already in place.
Councilman Scott Sherman
praised the plan, which includes
three phases that run through the
end of 2021.
“We’re actually going to have a
plan,” he said. “We know what we’re
going to put in the ground, we
know how it works and we’re going to be thinking down the road. In
the long run this will save us money,
because we don’t have to go repair
streets and dig up roots and dig up
trees that shouldn’t have been there

in the first place.”
Mike Palat, chairman of the San
Diego Regional Urban Forest Council, said the plan makes San Diego
the leading agency in the region regarding tree care and strategy.
Hurdles the city must overcome include neglect of trees and a
dearth of planting during the Great
Recession, a relative shortage of
trees in low-income areas and illadvised planting of trees in areas
where they have buckled sidewalks
or dropped fruit and leaves on cars
and other private property.
In addition, the city has six separate departments that oversee tree
planting and care, a problem the
plan seeks to solve by streamlining
and coordinating city efforts.
A key boost for the plan came in
2015 when the city secured a grant
that used high-resolution light detection to determine San Diego’s
urban tree canopy is 13 percent.
Previous efforts to determine
the canopy used aerial imagery and
found it was 7 percent in 2003 and
4.2 percent in 2010.
The percentage is key to the
city’s climate action plan, which
commits to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions in half by 2035. One
way the plan would accomplish
that is by boosting the tree canopy to 15 percent by 2020 and 35
percent by 2035.
Last month, the city announced
plans to plant 500 street trees in urban neighborhoods using a $750,000
grant from the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Prevention.
The trees will be planted along
Market Street, Imperial Avenue,
Ocean View Boulevard, 25th Street
and 47th Street. They are projected
to collectively capture roughly seven million pounds of carbon during
their lifespans.
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Some residents have expressed
frustration over city policies that
prohibit replacing damaged trees
unless nearby property owners sign
agreements to water them.
They contend it would be cheaper to preserve and replace the trees
the city already has in place than to
plant thousands of new trees.
But city officials note they don’t
have equipment or funding to water many street trees.
City policy says a tree should
only be removed if it is dead, hazardous, causing damage to public
improvements, the owner of the
fronting property requests the removal or the tree is not part of a
uniform tree planting.
But the five-year plans notes
that property owners face few consequences if they use poor pruning
practices or illegally remove a tree.
The next key step for San Diego
is creating an updated tree inventory
to obtain a definitive understanding
of the existing urban forest, which
will help the city create a strategy
and garner crucial public support.
The most recent tree inventory
was completed in 2002. It included
all trees in the public right-of-way,
but not those in maintenance assessment districts.
While San Diego’s streets are
lined with approximately 200,000
trees and 48,000 palms, previous
studies estimated that they could
accommodate more than four times
that amount, the plan says.
Planting opportunities exist
along under-planted arterial roads,
in older neighborhoods where many
trees have died, in new neighborhoods that lack trees, around schools
and near freeway interchanges.
The city could also plant more
trees in parks, open space areas and
canyons.

LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR									
February 22

March 10

CLCA Kick-Off Meeting
San Diego, CA
www.clcasandiego.org

Aerial Rescue Training Workshop
Escondido, CA
www.wcisa.net

March 2 - 4

March 21

Spring Home & Garden Show
Del Mar Fairgrounds
springhomegardenshow.com

March 8

10th Annual Sustainable Turf &
Landscape Seminar
Cuyamaca College, San Diego, CA
www.cuyamaca.edu

CTFRP
Fullerton, CA
www.wcisa.net

March 28 - April 18

WaterSmart Landscaping Class
San Diego, CA
www.sdcwa.org

April 23 - 26

WCISA Annual Conference:
Old Growth / New Growth
Santa Rosa, CA
wcisaconnect.org

May 19

Certification Exam - All Levels
San Diego, CA
www.sdcwa.org

June 29

Plant Health Care Workshop
Encinitas, CA
www.tcia.org

Have an event for our calendar?
Submit it to:
ptca@epicentermgmt.us!
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