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Rear Admiral Daniel May is a 1979 graduate of the 
United States Coast Guard Academy majoring in 
Ocean Engineering and has served in a wide variety of 
operational, engineering, and staff positions 
throughout his over 33 year active duty career. During 
his career as an Engineer, he was responsible for the 
design of numerous national level projects including 
the expansion of the ocean and coastal weather data 
collection network across over 80 locations including 
coastal lighthouse sites and several Hawaiian Island 
buoys moored in over 18,000 ft. of water.  He also 
served as the project engineer for several major lighthouse projects including the 
relocation of Block Island Southeast Light, the first move of a major lighthouse 
structure within the United States, the relocation of Highland Light (Cape Cod Light) 
and the design and construction of a 5000 ton revetment to protect Montauk Light on 
Long Island.  Rear Admiral May also served as the Chief of the Operations Division 
for the multi-agency search and recovery effort during the crash of JFK Jr’s plane in 
July of 1999. Rear Admiral May served locally as the Commander, Coast Guard 
Group Boston from June of 2001 to June of 2004 overseeing all Coast Guard 
operations from Plymouth Bay, Massachusetts north to the border of New Hampshire.  
Rear Admiral May is the recipient of numerous personal and unit awards including the 
1992 RADM John B. Oren award recipient for the most significant contributions to 
the Coast Guard civil/ocean engineering program. RADM May is also the 2011 
recipient of the ROA’s Minuteman of the Year award, one of only several Coast 
Guard offciers to ever receive this prestegious award that includes Presidents Harry S. 
Truman and John F. Kennedy as well as General Colin Powell, and other 
distinguished senior military officers.    


