THE SOCIAL JUSTICE IMPLICATIONS OF CITIZEN'S UNITED
AND A CALL TO ACTION BY PRESBYTERY.
On Nov. 6, 2017, the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area
 adopted a resolution initiated by Bloomington Oak Grove Presbyterian Church's Social Justice Committee.  The resolution supports adding a 28th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to address the Supreme Court decision “Citizens United.”
The PC(USA)’s Book of Order
 states that one of the “great ends of the Church” is “the promotion of social righteousness” (F-1.0304).  Also, a great theme of the Reformed tradition is “the recognition of the human tendency to idolatry and tyranny, which calls the people of God to work for the transformation of society by seeking justice and living in obedience to the Word of God” (F-2.05).  Furthermore, “God sends the Church to work for justice in the world:  exercising its power for the common good; ... seeking dignity and freedom for all people; ... promoting justice and fairness in the law; overcoming disparities between rich and poor” (W-5.0304).
 God calls us not to retreat from the world, but to be involved in secular politics.
In 1983, the 195th General Assembly of the PC(USA) adopted a resolution called Reformed Faith and Politics,
 stating:  “The Scripture, our tradition, and the urgency in our political situation lead in responding to the political apathy prevalent among Christians and the citizenry, to:
· Affirm responsible participation in politics as an indispensable part of the calling of all Christians and encourage individual Presbyterians to become active in the political process, including but not limited to being candidates for political office at all levels.
· Call on each session and presbytery to promote public dialogue on the significant political issues of the day to assist in restoring a climate of civic discourse in the country.
· Affirm coalitions of individuals to lobby for social justice issues and causes and call on the governing bodies of the church to take public policy stands on issues.
· Reaffirm our historical development for working for economic justice, peace and disarmament, racial and civil rights, and the promotion of social righteousness” (pg 16).
In 2008, the 218th General Assembly expressed concern about how campaigns are financed and people’s right to vote has been infringed.  They stated that, “with the disturbing dependence of our political representatives on continuous fundraising for their increasingly expensive campaigns, we are concerned about increasing the divisions in wealth and power and the pervasive partisanship and polarization in American politics” (pg 8).

In 2016, the 222nd General Assembly announced that it supports measures and judgments that distinguish clearly between “corporate personhood and the personhood of individual citizens, and opposes laws and rulings that allow the spending or communications of corporations and other private enterprises to be considered free speech, accorded the rights due human persons”
 (pg. 2, sec. 2).  They also stated that the General Assembly “Supports the restoration of meaningful limits for political contributions by corporations, unions, political action committees, superPACs (“527’s”), and individuals, while eliminating the capacity of 501.c.4’s and 501.c.6’s (nonprofit social welfare organizations) to contribute to election campaigns and political referenda” (pg 2).  In addition, they endorsed “proposals for full disclosure of political donations and lobbying costs by corporations and the ability of shareholders to review and refuse to be party to partisan donations, receiving proportionate dividend increases instead.”
Recognizing the increasing disparity of wealth and power threatening our Democracy, Oak Grove Presbyterian Church's Social Justice Committee and its session, together with the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area, encourage all congregations to consider discussion and adoption of similar resolutions.  The resolution below, is also available on Oak Grove Presbyterian Church's website
 in their December “Oak Leaves” Newsletter.
Resolution to Support An Amendment To The Constitution of the United States
Whereas, the Session of Oak Grove Presbyterian Church, Bloomington, MN unanimously endorsed support for an amendment to the constitution to establish that corporations are not persons and money is not speech and urged the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area to request member congregations to consider similar resolutions; and
Whereas, the 222nd General Assembly (2016) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) adopted a resolution

 that supports the personhood of individual citizens, and opposes laws and rulings that allow corporations and other private enterprises to be accorded the rights due human persons.  And supports limits for political contributions by corporations, unions, political action committees, super PACs (“527’s”), and individuals, while eliminating 501.c.4’s and 501.c.6’s (nonprofit social welfare organizations) campaign contributions, and;
Whereas, free and fair elections are essential to democracy; and
Whereas, unlimited corporate spending drowns out the voices of individuals and jeopardizes our democracy; and
Whereas, a 28th amendment to the Constitution is needed to overturn Citizens United and eliminate corporate personhood and money as speech, and;
Whereas, 19 States and over 748 local

 governments passed resolutions calling for such an amendment to the constitution, and;
Whereas the Bills and Overtures Committee of the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area reviewed, discussed and unanimously endorsed this resolution for Presbytery consideration.
Therefore be it resolved, that Presbytery of the Twin Cities endorses legislation

 that calls for a constitutional amendment to establish that:
1. The Constitutional rights of the United States are the rights of natural persons only.  Artificial entities, corporations, companies, and other entities, established by the laws of the United States, or foreign country shall have no constitutional rights, inherent or inalienable privileges and are subject to regulation by the People, through Federal, State, or local law.
2. Establishes that Federal, State and local government shall regulate, limit, or prohibit contributions and expenditures, including a candidate's contributions, to ensure that all citizens, regardless of their economic status, have access to the political process, and that no person gains, as a result of their money, substantially more access or ability to influence the election of any candidate for public office or any ballot measure.
3. Federal, State, and local governments shall require that any contributions and expenditures be publicly disclosed.
4. The judiciary shall not construe the spending of money to influence elections to be speech under the First Amendment.
Be it further resolved that the Presbytery of the Twin Cities encourages member congregations to endorse this resolution.
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