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Hi, I’m Jeff … remember me?  

 

With Synod School and vacation (both my own and that of EMerge editor 

Duane Sweep), it’s been more than a month since my last Jottings. Let’s call 

that a good summer respite, space to think and wonder about and experience 

God in new ways. I know that’s been true for me; I hope it has been for you as 

well. Sometimes, it really is best just to be quiet. 

 

But only for a while, which is why I want to point forward to September, and 

to the September meeting of the Presbytery. The Presbytery Leadership Team 

has been working with the question, How can our Presbytery live out its 

primary commitments to serve congregations and equip leaders? They’ve 

asked themselves that question, and they’ve asked you that question, taking 

time at the January meeting to let you talk about what you need and expect 

from Presbytery. 

 

Here’s one impact of these conversations: our five Presbytery meetings. It’s 

always been clear the important work that we do together at Presbytery 

meetings; we’re a connectional church, and we live by and through these 

commitments. But while gathered, we asked, how else might we intentionally 

live out our common commitment to congregations and leaders. And so our 

meetings this year will carry a renewed intentionality around four unique 

elements: worship, fellowship, required business, and education/inspiration 

under the overall theme for the year of “nurturing thoughtful expressions of 

God’s mission in the world.”  

 



And so this preview, with the encouragement to mark your calendars. 

September’s Presbytery meeting is Tuesday, Sept. 11, beginning at 4 p.m., at 

Buffalo Presbyterian Church in Buffalo, Minnesota. There is a full docket, to be 

sure, which will be posted online 10 days before the meeting. (That’s another 

commitment the PLT has made — to make all Presbytery docket material 

available to you 10 days in advance of the meeting, so you can prepare.) We’ll 

worship and eat together. And, as a way to live out a commitment to support 

our common ministries, the moderator, Rocky Rockenstein, has invited the 

Rev. Jessica Tate, director of the dynamic Presbyterian organization Next 

Church, and the Rev. Shavon Starling-Louis, co-chair of the NEXT Church 

Strategy Team and pastor of a Presbyterian church in Rhode Island, to be with 

us for two days in September. 

 

It is a call to all of us to dig into a deeper missional understanding of ministry. 

Here’s how Jessica and Shavon describe what they will bring to us at our 

meeting.   

 

Painting Landscape: Challenges and Opportunities 

for the Church of Today  

We are in the midst of what religious scholars describe as a shift as 

significant as the Protestant Reformation. Some have deemed it a cultural 

tsunami. What if, rather than seeing changing culture and church decline 

as disconcerting wreckage, we saw it as an opportunity to refocus on the 

ever-beautiful, richly diverse landscape where God’s Spirit is always 

active? What if we begin looking and listening for how we are called to 

engage this landscape in ways we have not yet imagined? We invite you to 

explore the challenges and opportunities we face as the church today and 

the characteristics we need to embody as leaders to find our way to being 

the faithful and fruitful church Christ calls us to be. 

 

Then, on Wednesday morning, Sept. 12, Jessica and Shavon will follow-up on 

their spoken challenge at Presbytery meeting with some hands-on teaching, 

conversation, and coaching for teaching and ruling elders. In Painting Your 

Own Landscape, they will explore how the big picture finds expression 

locally.  

 



We’ll delve more deeply into the themes lifted up in the presbytery 

meeting, invite conversation about how the challenges and opportunities 

facing the church today manifest in your particular ministry contexts, and 

challenge leaders to take action to lean into a challenge/opportunity in 

front of you. Part connecting, part teaching, part conversation, part 

coaching, we trust that learning together and investing more deeply in 

reflection and action we’ll discover that the palate we have to work with is 

larger and more vibrant than we might suspect. 

 

In this changing landscape of ministry today, there is much we can do to 

support each other and our respective ministries. This is one strong, effective 

way. I encourage you to hold Sept. 11 and 12 on your calendars. Look for more 

information next week for this meeting and subsequent meetings of 

Presbytery as we continue to build on our commitment to support 

congregations and equip leaders in the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area.  
 

 


