
Members Voice – Billings County Drought, refinery and Little Missouri River Crossing 

Road and Ground Conditions -- It’s been a busy week meetings in Billings County, and spring looks like it 

will be an even busier time for public hearings on major projects in Billings County.  Commissioner Joe 

Kessel said the commission has been watching the road budget but that snow removal hasn’t been too 

large of an expense.  Many of the roads in the county got much-needed gravel resurfacing last year from 

the Surge Fund.  The good news is the snow in Billings County has relieved dry conditions.   

 

 

 



Fairfield Bypass – The Theodore Roosevelt Expressway four-lane proposal was discussed this week and 

public hearings are to be scheduled.  There are three alternates for the route at the town of Fairfield and 

public hearings this spring will continue that discussion. 

 Refinery -- Meridian has engaged SEH, Inc., to undertake the water availability study for the Davis 

Refinery at Belfield. SEH, Inc., will also perform feasibility studies of several options for both crude 

supply and product distribution pipelines to serve the Davis Refinery. SEH met with the Billings County 

Commission this week to update the board on the water permit.  The hearing on the permit was on 

Wednesday. Billings County Auditor Marcia Lamb said the Air permit application is being rewritten, but 

everything seems to be “on track.” 

River Crossing --After years of studies and meetings, the Little Missouri River Crossing is moving 

forward.  KLJ met with the Billings County Commission this week to update the board on the progress. 

Alternate K, Option 1 is the preferred option, though all three options are still in consideration according 

to Jen Turnbow the Director of Environmental Services for KLJ.   Alternate K, Option 1 is about 11 miles 

north of the South Unit of the Theodore Roosevelt National Park, and about 6 miles south of the Elkhorn 

Ranch. After the draft Environmental Impact Study is complete this spring, public hearings will gather 

more information. 
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