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Advent is upon us, the time designated for 
us to be still more often, intently preparing 
our hearts for the Lord’s return, not the 
gifts under our tree or the preparations for 
our celebrations of Christmas. While I can’t 
expect you not to enter into at least some of 
the busy-ness of the season, I do hope you 
will also take the time to look for God in new 
ways, and seek a deeper relationship through 
praise and worship of our amazing God, who 
sent Jesus Christ to be the Savior of us all! 

Coming together to worship God regularly is 
one of the ways we can make sure we are 
keeping focused on the gifts given to us 
from above. On the Sundays of the Advent, 
beginning on Dec. 3, we will be unwrapping 
some of the gifts that have come to us through 
God entering our world in the flesh through 
the Christ Child, Jesus, who then lived among 
us, suffered, died, was resurrected and 
ascended into heaven, pronouncing that he 
would be with us always until the end of the 
age. And because of this Christ Child, many 
gifts have been given to us. A relationship and 
connection has been made between each of 
us with our Savior and the Creator of all. 

One way we can keep the focus on our 
relationship with Christ, as we await 
the herald of him coming again and the 
celebration of his birth in coming the first 
time, might be to find an advent devotional 
that you can read alone or possibly with 
family members connecting with God’s word. 
You can even light candles on an advent 
wreath as the time of the pronouncement of 
Christ’s birth comes is born in us again. One 
such devotional that I am planning to read 
with my family is “The Spirit of Christmas: 
Advent Family Devotions, by Sparkhouse." 
You can sign up for this by going to  
https://is.gd/FreeAdventDevo. Through these 
devotions, I believe all who participate might 
be led to actions of love and peace toward

others, and at the 
very least, grow in 
our faith together, 
forming a stronger 
connection to our 
loving God, who 
sent Jesus in the 
flesh to us the first 
time. And why? 
Because….

“God so loved the world that he sent his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but have eternal life. Indeed, 
God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the word 
might be saved through him.” -John 3:16 

What a great reminder and gift we’ve been 
given!

Another way we can grow together as a 
community is to come together on Wednesday 
nights to worship God through the lovely 
Holden Evening Prayer Service that sings of 
Mary’s hope, and the gift of the Christ Child 
shining light into the darkness, and offering 
up prayers and blessings for us and all in 
need. Besides this lovely piece, we will also 
be exploring some scenes from three different 
Christmas movies. (Please see the Midweek 
Advent Service portion in the newsletter for 
the themes we’ll be exploring.)

Lastly, I pray that Advent—the time of waiting, 
focusing on the gifts Christ has given to us, 
and being more intentional about the ways 
we connect with God, our Savior—will spur 
us on to give more of ourselves for the sake 
of others, as we follow Christ.

May hope, peace, joy and love grow within 
you this season!

Pastor Becky Sells <><

http://is.gd/FreeAdventDevo
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Sunday Morning Christmas Eve Day, Dec. 24, and New Years Eve 
Day, Dec. 31, there will be just one worship service at 9 a.m.

Christmas Eve Services will be held at 4:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. with 
special music beginning at 10:30 p.m.

Midweek Advent Plans
Each Wednesday during Advent, we will gather to worship and praise God at 7 p.m. using the 
Holden Evening Prayer liturgy, and exploring the following themes through the lens of short 
clips from the corresponding Christmas movies.

Wed., Dec. 6: “Finding the Perfect Gift for Christmas” 
with a clip from “A Christmas Story”

Wed., Dec. 13: “Finding a Place to Belong this Christmas” 
with a clip from “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”

Wed., Dec. 20: “Finding the Joy of Christmas, 
with a clip from the “Elf”

*Please note: Dec. 24 is the last Sunday in Advent. We will therefore have our last Advent 
service at 9 a.m. that morning, followed by Christmas Eve services.

Holiday Worship Times

Children's Noise Jar Offerings have totaled close to $150. In worship 
on Nov. 19, the children present got to vote for their choice of where we 
would send this money to make a difference. This time, by popular vote, 
you chose to provide 4 kids with vaccinations at $30 a piece, along with 
providing 3 health clinic visits for children in need. 

Thanks for making a difference, kids!  

Noise Offering Vote Results

 "Once, in our world, a stable had something in it that was bigger than our whole world." 
-C.S. Lewis
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Thank you for your support of the benefit for 
Olivia Griffin. Your generous contributions 
of time, energy, talents, baskets, desserts, 
money and prayers are greatly appreciated. 
Lord of Love is so richly blessed with 
committed volunteers who helped make the 
benefit a success, raising more than $23,000 
for the Griffins. Thank you to our generous 
vendors: Hy-Vee, Rotella's Bakery, Thrivent 
Choice dollars, and many more.

If you won a silent auction item and have not 
picked it up from the church office, please 
remember to do so. Thank you!

"Rejoice always, pray continually, and give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's 
will for you in Christ Jesus.
-1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Griffin Benefit Update

Dec. 13, noon
At this month's Aged to Perfection luncheon, 
there will be a gift exchange if you wish to 
participate. Please limit your gift to $5. Susan 
and Jackie hope to see you there. Please 
sign up in the narthex.

Aged to Perfection

Sunday, Dec. 10 at 10:30 a.m.
We hope you will all come to see our children 
share the Good News at the Sunday School 
Christmas program.

Please have your child at Sunday School 
on Dec. 3 for rehearsal, as well as dress 
rhearsal on Saturday, Dec. 9 from 9-11 a.m. 
On Dec. 10 at 9:15 a.m., all children should 
report to Sunday School for costumes and 
final rehearsal.

After dress rehearsal, we will go with the 
congregation to see “The Star” at the Majestic 
Theater. We will offer a hot dog lunch to the 
children and families after dress rehearsal in 
the fellowship hall. Then we will meet you at 
the theater! 

Christmas Program

Dec. 9, noon
The Nurture Committee invites all members 
of the congregation to a special private 
showing of the new animated Christmas film, 
"The Star,"at the Majestic Theater at 144th 
and Maple. Tickets are $6.50.

For your ticket reservation, sign up in the 
narthex or contact Chris Rich at chris.rich.
design@gmail.com.

"The Star" Showing 
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MISSION

The Endowment Committee has made the following grants for 2017.

Table Grace  $1,000
Machame Lutheran Hospital:
 Orthopedic Fund  $200
 Nursing Scholarship  $1,000
 Interior wall repair $500
 Light Bulb Fund  $300
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries  $1,000
Lutheran Campus Ministries  $1,000

The balance of the fund as of Sept. 30, 2017 was $114,470. The gift range for 2017 was a 
low of $3,432 and a high of $5,720.00. The total of the grants made was $5,700.00. In future 
issues of the Love Letter, we will give the details of how each grant will be used.

Grants Made for 2017

The Nebraska Synod and the ELCA are engaged in ministry around the world, sharing the love 
of Christ with our brothers and sisters in more than 80 companion churches in other countries. 
As the church, we approach this ministry through a model of accompaniment, walking together 
with our global neighbors, engaging in ministry with and alongside each other. (cont. on next)

Global Mission
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(continued from previous) Specifically, the Nebraska Synod is engaged 
with two companion synod churches - the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Argentina and Uruguay (IELU) and the Northern Diocese 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania - as well as one 
accompaniment partner church - the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and the Holy Land.

Learn more at: 
http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Church/Global-Mission

Global Mission, cont.

ELCA Good Gifts

Celebrate your loved ones with a special gift, given in their honor, that helps provide for those 
in need, with ELCA "Good Gifts." Learn more at https://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGift

http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Church/Global-Mission
https://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGift
https://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGift
https://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGift
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Sunday, Dec. 17
Bring some chili or something to go with chili for the 
lunch following second service. Following the lunch, 
about 12:15 p.m., we’ll leave to carol to those we 
don’t see often or who need some Christmas cheer. 
Singers and drivers are needed, and all are welcome!  
We’ll be back at Lord of Love by 3 p.m.

Christmas Potluck Chili and Caroling 

Thanks for your special offering gifts to date for Thanksgiving, 
Advent, and Christmas. The Mission Possible Team designated 
these special offerings to the ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response, 
to go to the greatest need.

Mission Possible Update

Saturday, Dec. 2, 2-6 p.m. 
Calling all parents: enjoy an afternoon out without the kids! Grab a 
coffee, a movie, do some shopping, go on a date, and let the Lord 
of Love Youth babysit for you. 

We will have snacks, games, crafts, and more. This service will 
be offered free of charge. You can choose to make a donation that 
will go toward our Houston Youth Gathering. Please make your 
reservation with Heather Christensen.

YOUTH

Parents' Day Out

To love means loving the unlovable. To forgive means pardoning the unpardonable. 
Faith means believing the unbelievable. Hope means hoping when everything  

seems hopeless.
-G.K. Chesterton
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2017 Lord of Love Church Council

Vision and Coordination: Brian Walther, President; Don Rowen, Vice-President; 
Kathy Christiansen, Secretary; Jackie Combes, Treasurer
Nurture: Chris Rich and Susan Lueders
Outreach: Paula Foster and Jesse Brewer
Resources: Craig Pennell and Paul Christenson
Worship: Doug Aden and Heather Hansen

The Church Council met on Nov. 21, 2017, 
and the following are some of the highlights: 

• Treasurer’s report showed that 
finances are essentially unchanged 
from October 2017.

• Upcoming mid-week services reviewed, 
as well as reverting to one morning 
service on Dec. 24 and Dec. 31, 2017.

• Motion approved to allow the Garden 
Project to apply for grants to fund  fencing 
for the garden.

• Motion approved to have V & C appoint 
a group to look at security of Lord  
of Love.

• Next meeting will be Dec.18, 2017.  

Council Update
General Fund financial information for 
October 2017: 

Actual Income - $25,012.00      
Actual Expense - $25,685.29
 
Financial Information Year-To-Date as of 
the end of October:

Actual Income - $268,010.25
 Actual Expense - $261,324.06
 
As of the end of October, the available cash 
balance is $4,444.48. Weekly offerings 
of $7,223 are needed to meet budgeted 
expenses. Weekly offering average for 
the end of October was $5,971. Thanks 
for your continued support. 
 

Giving Status

December Stewardship Reflection, by Kathy Christiansen

This past year, the Stewardship Committee has been sharing some of the faith stories of 
a few of the members of Lord of Love.  As we enter the season of holiday gatherings with 
friends and family, we find great opportunities to spread these stories beyond our walls.
(cont. on next)  
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(cont. from previous) I read a devotion this past fall 
that struck a chord about our faith stories. The devotion 
reminded us that Jesus’ Great Commission (Matthew 28: 
16-20) is really a reminder to go out and tell his story— 
and tell our stories of our lives with him. Our stories would 
be about what we have experienced, how we’ve come to 
trust that God is faithful, and why we have chosen to put 
our future in God’s hands.

As you gather with family and friends this holiday season, 
consider asking or sharing some of these questions: 

• What is your favorite Bible verse and why?
• Is there a hymn that is particularly meaningful to you?
• Who has shown you Christ-like love?
• When did you feel close to God, and maybe not so close?
• Do you have any family faith traditions?
• How has the church been a part of your life?
• Have you heard about the work we do at Lord of Love?

There are some exciting things in store for Lord of Love in 2018, and the Stewardship 
Committee is eager to be a part of them.  Look for more information in January about how we 
all can share the gifts and talents that Christ has given us.  

December Stewardship Reflection, continued

Men's Breakfast
Men's breakfast group meets every Saturday morning at 0700 in the fellowship hall. All 
men are welcome to attend for Christian study, fellowship and breakfast. Come and join us!

MEN'S NEWS CORNER
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Thankofferings

We gave our Thankofferings in October, 
where we shared in a tradition that goes 
back at least to the 1800s, when Christian 
women formed “mite” or “cent” societies 
to support the mission of the church.  

Filling Goodie Tins, Making Blankets

Saturday, Dec. 16, 9 a.m
Time to fill goodie tins for those who need 
some extra love this season. (Most of 
them will be delivered the next day by the 
carolers.) If you know someone who should
be added to the list, contact Amy Kragnes 
at 402.697.9165. Please bring two dozen 
cookies for the containers. There will be 
coffee and treats for us before we get 
started, so we don’t eat all the cookies 
before they get packed. 

Following that, you are invited to help 
make fleece blankets for “Project Linus.” 
Their mission is to provide love, a sense 
of security, warmth and comfort to children 
who are seriously ill, traumatized or 
otherwise in need. You will need two pieces
of coordinating fleece for each blanket, 
each  two yards by 60 inches. Contact 
Jackie Combes at 402.301.5664 for  
further information. Please come to help 
with either or both activities.

When others said there was not enough 
money to carry out the church’s work, 
the women believed otherwise and acted 
together. In these societies, each woman 
collected offerings at home. On occasion, 
they would gather to worship and make 
their offerings with thanks and praise. 

When Women of the ELCA was formed 
over 30 years ago, we committed to 
continue this tradition of giving in gratitude. 
Each year, in thousands of congregations, 
Thankofferings are given to support the 
life-changing ministries of Women of the 
ELCA. Together, we do more than we could 
ever do apart. In gratitude for all God has 
given to us, and with hope for all that is to 
come, we gave our Thankoffering.

In recent years, Thankofferings have been 
on a downward trend, including at Lord 
of Love. As a member of the Churchwide 
Executive Board, Gwen Edwards received 
monthly fiscal monitoring memos. In early 
June, Thanksofferings received at the end 
of April were down compared to what was 
received the same time in 2016. Women 
of Love collected $392.85 in October for 
Thankofferings.  

If you haven’t submitted your 
Thankofferings for 2017, there is still 
time. Please submit your monies to 
Gwen Edwards, either directly or in her 
mailbox, by Dec. 17. Women of the ELCA 
Thankofferings support that total outreach 
of the organization. Thank you for helping 
us to continue the outreach.



WOMEN OF LOVE

December 2017       11

Lutheran Women of Omaha

Lutheran Women of Omaha will meet at St. Matthew Lutheran, 1725 
S. 60th St. on Tuesday, Dec. 12. Lunch will be served at noon for $7. 
Program is a Christmas Carol Medley Sing-a-long and more! Free-will 
offering will go to the Salvation Army Heat Fund. Reservations should be 
made with Ruth Manning at 402.451.0221 by 3 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 10.

Soup's On!
Ladies Soup Lunch is on for Thursday, Dec. 28 at noon at the home 
of Amy Kragnes, 309 S. 155th Ave. One of these years I’ll run out of 
ideas and it will be Campbell’s Tomato for everybody, but I may come up 
with something by then.  Let me know if you’re coming so I know how 
many chairs to get out. You can email akragnes@centurylink.net, call 
402.697.9165, or even just talk to Amy.

From Sandy Hall and Ruth Manning

When Sandy Hall was back last month, she shared with the coffee 
group about her volunteer work at a faith-based organization, Hope 
Women's Center. Several who were not there have asked for links 
about the Coolidge, AZ branch. They are on YouTube: https://
youtu.be/rnt2qGHDROU and Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
HopeWomensCenterCoolidge/ 

The 17 ladies who were at coffee were so impressed with the mission of the group that 
a spontaneous offering was taken up for the Center, and Sandy received $186 to buy 
necessities for the organization (including the always much needed toilet paper!)

Advent: Breathless Anticipation
In "Whistling in the Dark", Frederick Buechner compares Advent to the moments right before a 
symphony conductor raises the baton to begin a much-anticipated performance. “You hold your 
breath to listen,” he writes. “You are aware of the beating of your heart. The extraordinary thing 

that is about to happen is matched only by the extraordinary moment just before it happens. 
Advent is the name of that moment.”

https://youtu.be/rnt2qGHDROU 
https://youtu.be/rnt2qGHDROU 
https://www.facebook.com/HopeWomensCenterCoolidge/ 
https://www.facebook.com/HopeWomensCenterCoolidge/ 
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Dick Bell
Connie Bennett (cousin of Karen Armitage)
Jerry Boylan (father of Saylor Boylan)
Candee Brandon (friend of Dave & Lisa 
Rieff)
Gail Conyers (wife of Kirk Conyers)
Ruth Cooley
Sean Duffy (husband of Kelly)
Eric (friend of the Thoms)
Olivia Griffin (daughter of Scott and Dana 
Griffin)
Pr. Joe Hernandez – Missionary in the 
Middle East (cousin of David & Chris Boarts)
David Hojnacke (neighbor of the Armitage 
family)
Jim Jacobson (friend of Jon & Carol Novak)
Jan Hughes (aunt of Paula Foster)
Julie (friend of Pat Brewer)
Izzy Lightle (relative of Kim Gust)

Lisa Lueders (sister-in-law of Dave Lueders)
Don St. Ours (brother-in-law of Lynda 
McGraw)
Eileen Nagle (mother-in-law of Tara Novak) 
Paul Rumbaugh
Peggy Seck (cousin of Ann Kroll)
Pauline Shaffer
Brian & Nancy Shinrock
Brenda Thom
Nancy Thoman (stepmother of Ann Kroll) 
Steve Wiitala (friend of Karen Mullen) 

Caregivers and those who suffer with 
depression
Those seeking employment.

Prayers of Thanksgiving for the cancer free 
report of James Thompson (son-in-law of 
Lynda McGraw)

To add a name to the In Our Prayers section, please contact the office at 402.493.2946, 
send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note available in the 

narthex and place it in the basket. 

Please also let the office know when a name can be removed from the list.
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7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

30
9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship 

9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

29
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

282726
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

25
9:00am Worship & 
Communion 

4:30pm Christmas 
Eve Family 
Worship 

10:30pm Christmas 
Eve Prelude 
Music begins 

11:00pm Candlelight 
Worship 

24

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

23
9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

22
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

7:00pm Church 
Council 

21
6:00pm Brass 

7:00pm Advent 
Worship 

7:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

20
7:00pm Church 
Council Mtg. 

19
7:00pm Church 
Council 

8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

18
8:00am Worship & 
Communion 

9:15am Sunday 
School 

10:30am Worship & 
Communion 

11:30am Chili Lunch 
& Caroling 

5:00pm Bell 
Rehearsal 

17

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

9:00am Cookie Tin 
Prep 

1:30pm Clemons 
Recital 

16
9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship 

9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

15
6:00pm Escalante 
Hills Assoc. Mtg 

7:00pm Boy Scouts 

14
6:00pm Brass 

7:00pm Advent 
Worship 

7:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

13
6:00pm Lutheran 
Service Corps 
Dinner 

7:00pm Resources 
Meeting 

12
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

11
8:00am Worship & 
Communion 

9:15am Sunday 
School 

10:30am Sunday 
School Program 
Worship & 
Communion 

1:00pm District 18 
AA Plng Mtg 

5:00pm Bell 
Rehearsal 

10

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

9:00am Sunday 
School Program 
rehearsal 

11:00am Lunch and 
attending movie 
"The Star" 

9
9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

8
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

7
6:00pm W/ELCA 
Gather Study 

6:00pm Brass 

7:00pm Advent 
Worship 

7:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

6
7:00pm Vision & 
Coordination Mtg 

5
6:00pm W/ELCA @ 
Village Inn 
Oakview 

8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

4
8:00am Worship & 
Communion 

9:15am Sunday 
School 

10:30am Worship & 
Communion 

5:00pm Bell 
Rehearsal 

7:00pm Piano 
Recital 

3

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

2:00pm Babysitting 
and Youth Lock-
in 

2
9:00am Crane Coffe 
Fellowship 

9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

1

SaturdayFridayThursdayWednesdayTuesdayMondaySunday

December 2017
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Lord of Love’s Worship Servants
December 3 December 10 December 17 December 24 December 31

Greeter(s)                                                                                                                                            9 a.m. only
8 a.m. Paul & Sue Dieter Jesse & Pat 

Brewer
Sarge & Shirley 
Schuchard

9 a.m. TBA 9 a.m. Mike & 
Christie Klos

10:30 a.m. Tom & Beth Olson Messerschmidt 
family

Rieff family 4:30 & 11 p.m.
TBA

Liturgist
8 a.m. Judy Egr Paul Murphy Shawn Lorenzen 9 a.m. Doug 

Aden
9 a.m. Shawn 
Lorenzen

10:30 a.m. Tom Olson Karen Mullen Dave Rieff 4:30 Chris Rich
11:00 p.m. Dave 
Rieff

Communion Servers
8 a.m. Dave Egr, Paul & 

Peg Murphy, Bill 
Baker

Peg Murphy, 
Jesse & Pat 
Brewer, Shawn 
Lorenzen

Shari Garder, 
Brandon Zalesky, 
Matt & Lisa 
Willard

9 a.m. Cathy 
Aden & Rachel 
Novak

9 a.m. Doug & 
Karen Armitage, 
Mike Klos 

10:30 a.m. Beth Olson, 
Miguel & Rosie 
Avalos, Charise 
Adams

Messerschmidt 
family, Paul & 
Ann Kroll

Rieff family, Don 
& Claudia Rowen

4:30 p.m. Rachel 
Novak, Caleb & 
Lorelei Rich
11 p.m. Rieff 
family

Altar Care
8 a.m. Cathy Aden & Sue 

Dieter
Connie Walther & 
Lisa Meyer

Mardi Fiske 9 a.m. Joan Witt 9 a.m. TBA

10:30 a.m. N. Quackenbush,
Karen Anderson

Rosie Avalos Paul & Ann Kroll
Shelby 
Lamoureaux

4:30 p.m. Ann 
Kroll
11 p.m. TBA

Ushers             
8 a.m. Kenn Garder, Craig Pennell, Paul Christenson
10:30 a.m. Rob Anderson, Paul Barnett, John Edwards

CD Recording
10:30 a.m. Pat Brewer Paul Christenson Dave Lueders Paul Murphy Jesse Brewer

Donut Pick-up/Clean-up
Pick-up Combes Combes Combes Combes Combes
Clean-up


