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Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra Sunday Series features The Three Sopranos 

 

The Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra is hosting, and extends an invitation for all to attend, a free-

will offering recital at 4:00 pm on Sunday, February 12, 2017 at Emmanuel Episcopal Church in 

Petoskey. 

The Three Sopranos, Amy Joy Cross, Doretta Furstenberg, and Jamie Platte with Cynda 

Coleman, pianist will be performing Andrew Lloyd Webber, Cole Porter, Georges Bizet, 

Puccini, Rossini, Gilbert & Sullivan, Mozart and Mendelssohn. Sopranos bring many of the high 

moments, and the high notes, to operas and musicals.  From the seductress  in Carmen to the 

grieving widow singing "My Man's Gone Now" in "Porgy and Bess," our Three Sopranos plumb 

the depths of the repertoire. Following are brief notes about some of the possibly lesser- known 

works on the program.  Cole Porter's "Kiss me Kate,"  a Broadway musical (1948), was based on 

Shakespeare's "The Taming of of the Shrew." After receiving many awards, versions were 

produced for film, and later on television.  Revivals have been staged as recently as 2015.  

Delibes' opera"Lakme" opened in Paris in 1883 and follows the tragic story of the beautiful 

Indian girl who falls in love with a British officer. The exotic lure of India and the clash of 

cultures became a popular operatic theme in the late 19th century. 

 Based on a novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett written in 1911, Lucy Simon brought the 

"Secret Garden"  to life with her musical setting which opened on Broadway in 1991. The little 

girl, Mary, discovers the key to the hidden garden which she and her cousin restore to its former 

beauty.  During the 1830's Bellini's operas were at the height of their popularity; and "Norma" 

opened in Milan in 1832. The opera is set in Gaul during the Roman invasion. The heroine, a 

Druid priestess married a Roman diplomat who has abandoned her in favor of another. Norma 

and the other woman pledge their friendship ("Si vino allure") after the rival promises to plead 

with the husband to return to Norma.   

Puccini's opera "La Boheme,"  first staged in Turin in 1896, is set in the bohemian district of 

Paris where poor artists are living. Mimi, suffering from consumption, introduces herself to 

Rudolph with "Si me chiamano" in the first act. The ailing Mimi, singing "Donde lieta," bids a 

fond farewell to Rudolph in act 3 as they agree to separate until spring. The fairy-tale musical by 

Stephen Sondheim links Little Red Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk, Cinderella, and 

Rapunzel in a fantasy where none of the characters are true to their original stories.  For 

example, Little Red Riding Hood kills the wolf and wears his skin. "Moments in the Woods" is 

sung by the Baker's wife, a character invented to provide continuity for the intricate fable. 

 Three ladies, who are the attendants of the Queen of the Night, kill the dragon at the 



opening of "The Magic Flute."  The Prince fainted after being pursued by the dragon, and after 

he awakens, the three ladies return and give him a portrait of the Queen's daughter who has been 

abducted.  He immediately falls in love with the daughter, and armed with a magic flute, he 

searches for her.   

 Amy  Cross studied classical voice at Boston University.  After graduating, she moved to 

California where she performed with Bay Area opera companies including Opera San Jose, West 

Bay Opera, and Lamplighters Music Theatre. Since moving to Northern Michigan in 2009 she 

has enjoyed performing with the Bay View Music Festival in the productions of Titanic, as Kate 

McGowan and Ragtime, as Mother.   Recently, Amy has been the soprano soloist in Handel’s 

Messiah with the Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra.   

Doretta Furstenberg received her formal training from Western Michigan University and earned 

a Bachelor’s degree in Vocal Music Education. She has studied private voice with both Marion 

Pratnicki and Peter Sims. She has directed many children’s and adult church choirs through the 

years as well as vocal coaching and private voice lessons. She has also directed and music 

directed many musicals for the Harbor Springs Public Schools since 2005.  Doretta has also been 

a soloist with the Northern Michigan Choral and Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra Chorus as well 

as a soloist for local churches.  

Jamie Beth Platte graduated from EMU with a degree in Vocal Music Education and studied 

acting at the American Conservatory Theatre in San Francisco.  Since returning to Northern 

Michigan, she has been a frequent soloist at events, church services, and with the Northern 

Michigan Chorale. She was the soprano soloist in Poulenc’s Gloria with the Northern Michigan 

Choral Society, and the mezzo soloist for the Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra’s performances of 

Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass,  Beethoven’s Choral Fantasia, Saint-Saens’ Oratorio de Noel, and 

in the Sunday recital series, most recently performing Berlioz’ Les nuits d’ete.   

Cynda Coleman...is a native of Worthington, Minnesota.  Coleman began playing piano in 

Kindergarten and continued to accompany musicals and school and church choirs.  She holds a 

degree from Augustana University in biology and German and is currently serving as pianist for 

the worship services at the First Presbyterian Church of Harbor Springs.  She has performed with 

the Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra and the Little Traverse Choral Society. 

 

The Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra produces live orchestral performances providing 

entertainment, education and inspiration for northern Michigan community. Support for the 

orchestra is provided by, the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, the National 

Endowment for the Arts, the Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area Community Foundation, the 

Charlevoix County Community Foundation, the Frey Foundation and hundreds of individual 

patrons of the arts.  For more information, and for complete program notes please go to 

www.glcorchestra.org or contact Anne McDevitt at 231.487-0010.  
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