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TERMS OF REFERENCE 
ENCORE CATALYST AWARDS 

 
 

Policies regarding the McCaig Institute for Bone and Joint Health Encore Catalyst Awards funded by 
the Encore Music in Motion Donations for the Centre for Mobility and Joint Health, Cumming School 
of Medicine, University of Calgary. 

Updated September 21, 2016 
 
1. DEFINITIONS 
 
MoJo Center for Mobility and Joint Health 
 
2. OVERVIEW 
 
The Centre for Mobility and Joint Health (MoJo) was established with support from the Canada 
Foundation for Innovation, the Province of Alberta, industry partners and private donors. The new 
facility is housed and operated by the McCaig Institute for Bone and Joint Health at the Cumming School 
of Medicine. It features state of the art imaging, movement assessment and diagnostic equipment for 
researchers to assess individual bone and joint health. Guided by clinical needs identified by Alberta 
Health Services, researchers in the MoJo work with physicians and patients to develop new technologies 
for prevention, early diagnosis and novel treatment of bone and joint conditions, with the goal of 
turning research evidence into health care solutions for Albertans. It is a hub where physicians, basic 
scientists, patients and the Alberta health system, collaborate to keep Albertans moving. 
 
Bone and joint disorders are one of the most common chronic conditions affecting Canadians, and the 
leading cause of disability world-wide. Evidence suggests that early diagnosis and intervention can alter 
the long-term outcome of these chronic diseases. The MoJo aims to expand their infrastructure to 
support new clinical trials and research studies related to bone and joint disease or injury. 
 
3. PURPOSE OF THE AWARD 
 
Encore Catalyst Awards are competitive, non-renewable internal awards intended to stimulate new and 
novel research occurring within the Centre for Mobility and Joint Health (MoJo) that will maximize the 
use of the MoJo (motion analysis, imaging and biomarker equipment). Candidates for Encore Catalyst 
Awards are encouraged to form small sized, collaborative teams led by a Full Member of the McCaig 
Institute for Bone and Joint Health.  
 
4. ELIGIBILITY 

 
(a) To be eligible for an Encore Catalyst Award, teams must be: 
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• Led by a Full Member of the McCaig Institute for Bone and Joint Health; 
• Consisting of two or more members (interdisciplinary teams are encouraged); 
• Consisting of a minimum of one basic scientist and one clinical scientist;  
• Engaged in research with a strong focus on human health; 
• Engaged in research principally taking place in the MoJo facilities; 

 
(b) Individuals are eligible to be co-applicants on multiple applications.  

 
(c) You can only be listed as the Principal Applicant on one concurrent Encore Catalyst Award.  

 
5. FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

 
(a) Encore Catalyst Awards may only be used for operational research support (e.g. salaries, 

stipend, materials and supplies, services within the MoJo) and may not be used for travel, 
relocation or other purposes. Expenses may not be transferred to this account. 

 
(b) Successful applicants will be awarded up to $30,000CAD that can be used as identified in criteria 

4(a) above, as well as put towards accessing the MoJo facilities (infrastructure purchased with 
CFI funds). Please refer to Addendum A of the Terms of Reference for details on facility fee 
structure. 
 

(c) The term of support is 18 months (1.5 years).  
 
(d) Successful applicants will be provided with an accounting string and personalized activity code. 

 
(e) Upon completion of the term of support, all unused funds will be returned to the Institute and 

the activity will be closed. All returned funds will be used to support future Encore Catalyst 
Award projects.  
 

(f) Budget envelope is a maximum of $120,000CAD per competition. 
 

(g) The ability to find fund matching sources will be looked upon favourably during application 
review. 

 
6. PROCEDURES 
 

(a) Encore Catalyst Awards will be administered biannually to fund as many quality teams as the 
budget will allow, with an understanding that the number of awards per competition will vary. 
 

(b) The research that is being supported must be compatible with the strategic plan of the McCaig 
Institute for Bone and Joint Health and the Cumming School of Medicine of the University of 
Calgary; and for physicians to conform to the standards of the Royal College. 
 

(c) Application Submission Deadlines: The selection and notification of successful applicants will be 
accomplished within one month of the application deadline. Applications are due by 5pm local 
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time on May 31 and October 31 (or per special notice) until depletion of funding. When 
application deadlines fall on a statutory holiday or weekend, applications are due at 5pm on the 
next working day. Late or incomplete applications will not be accepted.  
 

(d) Term of Support: Successful applicants to the Encore Catalyst Awards will be provided with 
support for a one-and-a-half-year term (18 months). Research must commence no later than 
September 1, for the May competition and January 1 for the October competition.   

 
(e) Mid-Term Review: A 12-month progress report will be required and reviewed by the review 

committee; funds may be withdrawn if there is unsatisfactory progress.   
 

(f) Evaluation Criteria: In selecting awardees, the Encore Catalyst Award Review Committee will 
use the following evaluation criteria: 

• Approach; 
 Are the approaches and methods appropriate to deliver the proposed 

output(s) and achieve the proposed contribution(s) to advancing health-
related knowledge, health care, health systems, and/or health outcomes? 

 Are the timelines and related deliverables of the project realistic? 
 Does the proposal identify potential challenges and appropriate mitigation 

strategies? 
• Significance and impact of the proposed project (human health focused, well defined 

outcomes, feasibility); 
• Expertise, experience and resources (quality of the applicants, academic excellence, 

research experience, awards, productivity, collaborative team pairings); 
• Alignment of the proposed project with the strategic plan of the McCaig Institute for 

Bone and Joint Health (request a copy at mccaig@ucalgary.ca); 
• Availability of fund matching is considered, but is not required. 

 
In selecting awardees, the Review Committee should place considerable emphasis on the quality 
of the team, the collaborative nature of the team and quality of the research project. The 
description of the team’s research project is one of the main criteria for evaluating an 
application. Research proposals that are feasible, focused and identify well-defined outcomes 
will be strongly considered. Review committee will have discretion to balance the type of 
research projects that are funded (i.e. discovery phase, based on preliminary data, etc.).  
 

(g) Encore Catalyst Award Review Committee: The ranking and final selection of eligible teams will 
be the responsibility of the Encore Catalyst Award Review Committee based on the criteria 
outlined in 5(f) above.  
 
The committee should be comprised of the following members: 

 
• Chair, Director of the McCaig Institute or delegate;  
• Scientific Manager of the Centre for Mobility and Joint Health or delegate; 



 
4 

 

• At least two members of the McCaig Institute: a Basic Scientist and a Clinical Scientist. If 
the number of applications is large, then additional Basic Scientists and/or Clinician 
Scientists will be added to the committee. 

 
Each application will be reviewed by three members: a Basic Scientist, a Clinician Scientist, and 
the Scientific Manager. If necessary, equally ranked applications will be decided by the Chair. 
Funding of applications will be based according to rank. 
 
Conflicts of interest will be avoided by 

a) No applicants will be involved in scoring their own grant, and; 
b) At the final review committee meeting, conflicted members will be excluded from 

participating in that application. 
 

(h) Application Submission Procedures: Teams seeking funding from the Encore Catalyst Award 
program should submit their application directly to McCaig Institute office via email 
(mccaig@ucalgary.ca) by the stipulated deadline. Incomplete or late applications will not be 
considered. Applications must be submitted as a single PDF file. 
 
Application packages must include: 

• Completed application form 
• CIHR Academic CVs (or equivalent) 

 
7. OBLIGATIONS OF AWARD HOLDERS 
 
Awarded teams agree to certain obligations that include, but are not limited to: 

• Acknowledgement of the McCaig Institute for Bone and Joint Health in publications, 
presentations, communications and marketing materials associated with the supported 
research project; 

• Timely submission of progress and final reports and other documentation, as required; 
• Provision of biographical sketches to be used for reporting and publicity purposes upon 

request; 
• Participation on the Encore Catalyst Award Review Committee. 

 
 

  

mailto:mccaig@ucalgary.ca
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ADDENDUM A 
 

TO THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE MCCAIG INSTITUTE ENCORE CATALYST AWARDS 
 

  
Centre for Mobility and Joint Health (MoJo) Fees 

University of Calgary and McCaig Institute Collaborators 
 
This addendum outlines specific infrastructure and fees for CFI-purchased infrastructure at the MoJo. In 
addition to the CFI-purchased equipment below, there are opportunities for other technologies to be 
applied, including biomarkers, motion capture and basic imaging equipment. Contact the Scientific 
Manager of the MoJo for cost estimates of these equipment below, or other equipment available in the 
McCaig Institute. 
 
1. Magnetic Resonance Imaging MRI (GE Optima 1.5T Extremity)  

$400 per subject/visit – maximum 45 minutes per visit, no contrast. 
 

2. Computed Tomography CT (GE Revolution GSI)  
$300 per subject/visit – maximum 30 minutes per visit, no contrast. 

 
3. Diagnostic X-ray (GE Discovery XR)  

$100 per subject/visit - maximum 15 minutes per visit. 
 

4. Ultrasound (GE LOGIQS8)  
$100 per subject/visit - maximum 45 minutes per visit. 

 
5. Bi-Planar Low Dose X-ray EOS (EOS)  

$150 per subject/visit – maximum 15 minutes per visit. 
 

6. Dual Energy X-ray DXA (GE Lunar)  
$100 per subject/visit – maximum 30 minutes per visit (hip, spine). Includes report. 

 
7. High resolution peripheral quantitative CT (Scanco XtremeCT2)  

$200 per subject/visit – maximum 30 minutes per visit (radius, tibia). Includes report. 
 

8. Post-processing by technologists 
$75/h e.g. EOS 3D reconstruction, CT post-processing and analysis on AW station, report 
generation. 

 
Contacts 

 
Yves Pauchard,  

Scientific Manager 
Steven Boyd,  

Scientific Director 
yves.pauchard@ucalgary.ca skboyd@ucalgary.ca 

Date: June 6, 2016 

mailto:yves.pauchard@ucalgary.ca
mailto:skboyd@ucalgary.ca
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Biomarkers: 
 
Please contact Haiyan Hou (hyhou@ucalgary.ca) for a list of services as well as the most up to date 
pricing. 
 
 
Eve Technologies: 
 
Eve Tech offers routine testing on assays that include Cytokines, Chemokines, and Growth Factors that 
start at $1 per biomarker per sample (priced per samples) and custom-ordered arrays from nearly 1,000 
biomarkers ranging from $2-8 per sample per biomarker (priced per 96 well plate). 
 
For a breakdown of routine human assays with prices, please visit: 
https://www.evetechnologies.com/discoveryAssayListHuman.php 
 
For a breakdown of custom analytes please visit:  
https://www.evetechnologies.com/assayList.php  
 
 
Additional Services Available: 
 

1. Spinning Disk Confocal Microscope + AFM: Microscopy and Imaging Facility 
Contact: Matthias Amrein (mamrein@ucalgary.ca) 
 

2. Dual Photon Microscope: Human Performance Laboratory 
Contact: Walter Herzog (Walter@kin.ucalgary.ca) 
 

3. Zeiss Xradia XRM520 X-ray Microscopy: Located in HRIC 
Contact: Yves Pauchard (yves.pauchard@ucalgary.ca)  

 

mailto:hyhou@ucalgary.ca
https://www.evetechnologies.com/discoveryAssayListHuman.php
https://www.evetechnologies.com/assayList.php
mailto:mamrein@ucalgary.ca
mailto:Walter@kin.ucalgary.ca
mailto:yves.pauchard@ucalgary.ca
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