
Lower Susquehanna Synod Disaster Response Network  
- bringing help and hope!  

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should 

change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea.” Psalm 46:1-2 

Your local Lutheran Disaster Response affiliate – the Lower Susquehanna Synod Lutheran 

Disaster Response Network – has been active in responding to disaster across the United States 

since its inception in 2001.  Since that time our LDR Network has more than two dozen disaster 

response trips in the Gulf Coast, West Virginia, North Dakota, Florida, New Jersey and many other 

places.  Pastor Glenn Beard, Jr., coordinator of the LSS LDR Network, will be leading a group of 

volunteers heading to Puerto Rico in November. 

The LSS LDR network has also been incredibly busy during the month of August and 

continues to be actively responding to the needs of local residents, across the Lower Susquehanna 

Synod, following the unprecedented rainfall we’ve received from the storms that have struck our 

region over the past several weeks.  And the rains keep coming!   There is much more to do!  (Please 

see the photos of local work below.) 

The Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) Network has an extensive history of responding to 

disasters, both in the United States and internationally.  From its inception, LDR made a 

commitment to the long-haul.  We are on-site when disasters occur because the work that is done 

through Lutheran Disaster Response is indeed the very work of the church.  

The LDR Network provides support in several ways: recruiting and coordinating volunteer 

teams who help clean up and rebuild; case management; construction estimation; emotional and 

spiritual support and seeking to build and maintain community resiliency.  Volunteers work in 

partnership with other local agencies and alongside partners from other non-profit organizations 

who are active in disaster response. 

Every disaster, no matter the size or scope, is a local event and the response to that event is 

rooted in the local community.   LDR works to accompany communities from immediate relief 

through long-term recovery.  This work is made possible because of generous support of this 

ministry through financial contributions, prayer support and direct volunteer support to our 

neighbors recovering from disasters.   

So resources are available immediately when needed, financial support is always most helpful 

at the initial phase of a response.  You can provide direct support to the efforts of the LSS LDR 



Network by sending contributions to the LSS Always Being Made New campaign designated as 

“LSS Disaster Response.”  Donations can be mailed to Lower Susquehanna Synod, 900 S. Arlington 

Avenue, Suite 220B, Harrisburg, PA 17109 or, donations can be made online here.  Every dollar of 

LSS Disaster Response support will directly impact local disaster victims.    

As we all watch the news of Hurricane Florence’s trek toward the eastern coast of the 

United States, please know that Lutheran Disaster Response stands ready to provide long-term 

recovery wherever it will be needed.  To support Hurricane Florence recovery, or any of the many 

efforts currently taking place around world, please visit www.ldr.org to lend your support.   

Luthercare, the social services agency for Lancaster and Lebanon Counties, is committed to 

helping those affected by disasters and is pleased to partner with LDR and supports the work of 

Pastor Glenn Beard, Jr, as coordinator of this important ministry.  We invite your participation as 

well.  If you would like to volunteer to help our synod’s LDR Network or for more information 

about this ministry, please contact gbeard@luthercare.org or phone 717.626.1171, ext. 1669. 

 

The Reverend Glenn A. Beard, Jr. 

Luthercare Director of Church Relations & Pastoral Care and Coordinator of the Lower Susquehanna 

Synod Lutheran Disaster Response Network 

 

http://www.ldr.org/
mailto:gbeard@luthercare.org


 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 
 


