Who Will Speak For Married Priests?
Each year representatives of the Women’s Ordination Conference hold a vigil outside St John’s
Cathedral in Cleveland, Ohio prior to the ordination Liturgy. Although our family has always
been in complete support of their efforts, Linda felt something was missing. No one was
advocating for an all- inclusive priesthood including married and celibate, male and female
priests.
Linda said we needed to do something. In May of 1995, our family made a decision. We would
be a voice for the married priesthood. We were Phil and Linda, a married priest couple and our
sons, Phillip, age 12, and Joshua, age 8.
Early in May of that year, we made a number of signs: Thou art a Priest Forever, Married or
Celibate; St. Peter was a Married Priest. So is My Dad; Married Priests Promote Family
Values; 6 Sacraments = Priesthood. 7 Sacraments = Married Priesthood,
We stood in front of our diocesan cathedral holding signs challenging current church policies
while the bishop and a large number of priests processed us and into the church. At that time
Phil knew many of the priests and was a classmate of the present bishop. The bishop smiled
and some of the priests acknowledged us politely, while others looked angry or tried to ignore
us entirely. Our family made a decision that very day that this would be our on-going witness
to an inclusive priesthood.

During these past 23 years, our family has remained a faithful witness. We have encountered
some angry and argumentative folks but fewer and fewer as the years passed by. When
confronted, we simply explained the history of the priesthood and marriage and how celibacy
was not mandated until 1139 and then, for reasons less than Christian and questionable at
best. Through the years, we have endured heat and cold and rain and sun. Bishops have come
and gone, priests have become grayer and ordinations fewer. But our family stands true to the
call of the Holy Spirit, our convictions and an inclusive priesthood of married and single men
and women.
This year, Phil, Linda and Phillip, now age 35, were joined by Phillip’s wife, Maggie, who is
carrying our first grandchild. They already have a sign for our little granddaughter for next year:
St Peter was a Married Priest. So is My Grandpa. Joshua, who is now 31, lives out of town but
is always with us in spirit. We do not know what difference we have made or how many people
we have touched. But that’s not something in our control. CORPUS has been our hope and
encouragement these many years, even more, our family. And so, we stand for what is right
and just and for the priesthood we believe Jesus gave us. Quite simply, this is something we
believe the Holy Spirit calls us to do and so we do it. It’s our way to light a candle rather than
curse the darkness.
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