
Dear Anthony, 
For over 50 years you have helped to keep the 
dream of Vatican II alive. By doing so, you have 
nourished and strengthened all of us in both faith 
and action. From our hearts we thank you and 
cherish you.  
Raymond Spatti 
                 
Eileen and I wish Anthony and Teresa the best of 
good gifts for having stood as a beacon for both of 
us for 50 years. What a prophetic voice they have 
been and are. When we needed a model as we 
were contemplating transitioning out of active 
ministry way back there in 1970, their model of 
married ministry was a ‘what if’ example to each of 
us; we left and never looked back as we returned 
to rightful ministry as Baptized Catholic Christians, 
no longer ‘caste Christians’. How wonderfully 
fulfilling that was. We are both so grateful to 
Anthony and Teresa.  
Paul and Eileen Ackerman 
 
Dear Anthony, 
Since my younger days, you have provided 
theological and spiritual inspiration to me as a 
priest, husband, father and governmental 
executive. You have also been a source of faith, 
hope, and love for me and so many others. Thank 
you. I pray for you and yours every day. 
George O’Connell 
                 
Thank you, Anthony, for your great dedication to 
the reform of the Church, inspired by the Vatican II 
Council. We missed you in the last meeting of We 
Are Church Spain and wish you the best. 
Raquel Mallavibarrena 
 
To Anthony: Thank you for your love and service 
for the church. You are a great example to all of us. 
Blessings and best wishes from all your friends in 
We Are Church International.  
Colm Holmes 
                               
I want to thank Anthony Padovano for his 
commitment in shared efforts to change the 
Roman Catholic Church. Many of us, all over the 
world, know of his generous attempts in deeply 
changing the way we Christians, were seen 
worldwide. Perhaps the Gospel is better 

understood nowadays and Anthony played his part 
in that improvement. Fraternellenment, 
Didier Vanhoutte, France 
                  
My days with Anthony Padovano go back to my 
early days as a priest in the 1960’s. I was filled with 
the spirit of Vatican II -- after being ordained with 
Vatican I theology training. In time my readings led 
me to Anthony’s books: Belief in Human Life, Dawn 
without Darkness, and Free to be Faithful. They 
aided my journey of renewal in mind and spirit. 
 
After leaving the priesthood and marrying, I 
reconnected with Anthony through my 
involvement with CORPUS. Through his writings 
and his many lectures, he has inspired me as I 
continued my journey as a married priest. I also 
had the privilege of working closely with Anthony 
as a board member. I was amazed by his ability to 
synthesize complex issues and to put them in easily 
understood concepts.  
 
Theresa, his loving wife, has always been at his side 
giving him support and strength. I can remember 
times at their house where she hosted the CORPUS 
Board for its meetings. In our discussion I recall her 
insightful comments. She was always so gracious, 
supportive, and the perfect host. Theresa definitely 
was the wind beneath his wings. Thank you, 
Anthony and Theresa, for being shining lights on 
my journey and an inspiration for my Christian faith 
Stu O’Brien 
 
Dear Anthony, It has always been a great pleasure 
to me to meet you. You are so clear in thinking and 
speaking, your thoughts are deep and your heart is 
wide and open and full of friendliness. I always felt 
safe and sound with your presence. You are a 
present for the church reform movement. Love, 
Martha Heizer. 

 

 



 
Thank you so much, dear Anthony. 
 

 
Thank you, Anthony for your friendship, your 
wisdom, your advice and your constant support 
both for the progress of the European Network 
Church on the Move and for the success of our 
foolish project Council 50. 
 
Your participation to several of the annual 
meetings of the European Network Church on the 
Move was extremely useful and enlightening. You 
were always opening our minds in our discussions 
and helped us to focus on key issues and to address 
the questions in our actions.  
 
You always found the right words and were very 
instrumental in the various meetings of 
preparation of Council 50: Madrid and Dublin in 
2013, Rome in 2014.  (In the picture, taken in front 
of St Paul Outside the Walls, you can identify many 
of your friends). 
 
Your dedication was a strong stimulation for all of 
us. I remember your joining us even when you 
were so tired.  Your knowledge, your experience 
and your contributions were essential to finalize 
the action plan, the content and the structure of 
the Council 50 event. I remember a letter of yours 
giving me the key questions to ask and address. 
 
 On behalf of the coordinating group of the 
European Network Church on the Move, and of the 
international organizing team of Council 50, I thank 
you again very much and wish you the best for the 
forthcoming years. 
François Becker 

 

 
    Tribute to Anthony Padovano 
We first heard of Anthony in the 1960s when we 
were newly professed and ordained.  His books 
were colorful, inviting, and inspirational for 
meditations. Years passed quickly and happily in 
our ministries, Maureen, as a Sister of Notre Dame 
de Namur, John, as a missionary in Ecuador 
with the St. James Society. 
 
Eventually, 45 years ago, we felt called to a married 
life. We joined CORPUS and met Anthony at a 
Retreat in New England, in the ‘90’s. We have fond 
memories of that day, hearing his brilliant 
theological and spiritual presentations. Since then, 
we continue to be nourished by Anthony’s 
inspirational presentations at CORPUS events. 
 
Two years ago, we were elected Co-Chairs of 
CORPUS and had the privilege of working with 
Anthony on the Executive Council. One of our 
favorite quotes from Anthony: “Vatican II moved 
from a church of clerical concerns and even intra-
church monarchies to inclusivity and the centrality 
of all the people of God. The Church now sees 
itself, in its best moments, as a shepherd rather 
than a watch dog.” How truly blessed we are to 
have had Anthony as a Founder, a Leader, and an 
Ambassador for CORPUS for the past 40 years. 
Blessings and best wishes, Theresa and Anthony. 
Maureen and John Sheehan, Co-Chairs of CORPUS. 
 
Thank you for your love and service for the church!  
You are a great example to all of us! Blessings  from 
all your friends in We Are Church International! 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Anthony Padovano has been a visiting professor at 
twenty-five American colleges, including nine 
summer sessions at Seattle University’s Master of 
Religious Education (SUMORE 1975- 1997). As a 
graduate of that program, I can testify to the 
popularity of his classes, the long line of students 
waiting to see him at breaks and the impact of his 
lived spirituality on a diverse student body 
returning to their parish communities.  And, we 
should note…it was in one of these summer 
programs (in Texas) that he met his future wife, 
Theresa…that changed the course of his life. 
 
The halls of academia are painfully quiet on the 
weekends.  Sylvia knew Anthony from prior 
lectures and workshops so we invited him to join 
our family on the weekends. Anthony fit right in 
although I still have some regrets about asking him 
to help me hang some wall paper.  At the end of 
one summer we invited the Padovano family, 
Anthony, Theresa, Mark, Andrew, Paul and 
Rosemarie to join us for a ten-day trip through the 
Olympic Peninsula, with a stop at Lake Quinault…a 
glittering lake nestled in an evergreen forest with 
snow covered Mt. Olympus in the background.  
 
What I didn’t know when I made reservations was 
that there were two resorts with the same name: 
one that was ancient but elegant, with a gourmet 
restaurant;  the other  -- just as ancient but in no 
way elegant – with a row of peeling red cabins 
sitting precariously at the edge of a roaring river.  
Facilities required a walk through the woods that 
made you forget what you came for.  (Of course, I 
had made reservations for the wrong and only 
available resort).  
 
As you can imagine, I did not sleep well and snuck  
out of the cabin about 4:30 a.m.  There was  
Anthony, sitting on the rotten step,  surrounded 
with books and his ever present spiral.  Light was 
provided by a low watt yellow bug light attracting a   
cloud of  bugs around Anthony. He didn’t want to 
wake Theresa so there he sat in the dim light, at  
 
 

 
 
 
that hour, under those conditions, with a high 
degree of attention. This is Anthony making use of 
every minute meeting the needs of others, his 
criteria for helping.  He skips a meal at a large 
conference to listen to a troubled young priest, he 
speaks the truth to three nuns trying to start a new 
community, he speaks at the United Nations, the 
Hague, the White House. 
 
 It doesn’t matter where he speaks, only what he 
says and how he lives it.  Many CORPUS members 
can tell you what his talks have meant to them, or 
how his presence at their wedding, baptism, grave 
site or in their homes has brought a special 
reverence to their special moments.   
 
Outside of his family and Ramapo college, the 
longest and most constant of Anthony’s 
relationship has been with CORPUS, the National 
Association that “promotes the advancement of 
religion by an expanded and renewed priestly 
ministry by married and single men and women in 
the Roman Catholic Church Communion.” 
 
Anthony was in Rome with the early founders; he 
was the first elected president and served in that 
capacity for ten years.  He faithfully attended 
CORPUS conferences and served on a multitude of 
renewal committees.  He was a member of the 
international committees from their inception 
requiring long flights yearly to represent CORPUS 
and give it an American presence. 
 
In 2010 Ramapo College dedicated the Padovano 
Peace Pavilion, a place of meditation, prayer and 
peace. This structure stands as a monument to his 
years of fostering the best in all his students. A 
constant of Anthony is to fill his work with peace 
and his peace with work. As he has written, “One 
never comes home until he prefers a gentle heart 
to mastery of others.” Dawn Without Darkness. 
 
Allen and Sylvia Moore, former Corpus Co-
Presidents 
 

The Many Lives of Anthony Padovano 
 



A Giant in the International Community 
The name Anthony Padovano first came to my 
attention in the late sixties. The ferment resulting 
from the Second Vatican Council of 1962-65 was 
giving many Catholics visions of what might be and 
what our ancient and creaking Church could 
become.  I was one of the UK Catholics involved in 
the setting up of the first UK Catholic reform group 
in 1969, the Catholic Renewal Movement, in the 
aftermath of Humanae Vitae. It was in the pages of 
the National Catholic Reporter of Kansas City that 
Padovano's name would catch my eye from time to 
time as a vocal leader in the Church reform 
movement in the USA.  Here was a scholarly and  
informed ordained man with a vision he was able 
to communicate charismatically with his often 
despondent readers and auditors. 
 
Years later I became involved in the European 
Network Church on the Move and through that 
made contact with US groups like Catholic 
Organizations for Renewal and particularly 
CORPUS, where Anthony was playing a leadership 
role. Contact between European and US Church 
reform organizations increased and I recall 
attending many meetings in the USA, initially 
of Call to Action, and then others with which 
Anthony was involved. 
 
We became personal friends and he became a US 
ambassador for Church reform to Europe and 
attended several of the annual conferences of 
the European Network Church on the Move, and its 
associate organizations in various different 
countries. 
 
At a time when the Catholic reform movement was  
in the desert (more than the forty years in Sinai 
after the Exodus from Egypt!) 1968-2013, 
Anthony's has been a voice of hope in the Church 
and to the Church, firmly rooted in a Gospel faith 
that no ecclesiastical disdain or bullying could 
extinguish.  
 
Joan Chittister, for example, has followed in his 
footsteps and is but one of many distinguished 
American Catholics who have kept hope alive 
during a bleak period of the Church's history.  

 
Anthony stands out among them, I am sure they all 
acknowledge; he is a charismatic speaker and a 
prolific writer and can look back proudly on an 
international ministry as a Catholic prophet, for 
that is charism, his lasting gift to our beloved 
Catholic Church. 
Simon Bryden-Brook 
1 Carysfort House 
14 West Halkin Street. 
London sw1x 8js 
 
 
 
Hello Tony Padovano 
You were a senior when I entered SHP as a 
freshman but I walked on eggs and did to dare to 
speak to upperclassmen; we passed each other in 
silence: not knowing each other. Because I lived in 
the shadow of Darlington, I heard your name 
spoken with reverence.  Our paths crossed when 
you were doing liturgy at Saint Margaret's in 
Morristown; we talked briefly, a few times.  
 
Again later, we met, probably two times, when 
Bishop Rodimer created a gathering for resigned 
and active priests. Much later, I emailed you, for 
some reason or other. There is no special reason 
why my name or our casual connections should 
have meant anything to you. However, I have 
followed your journey, I have read your books, and 
articles, with great admiration, convinced that you 
are a man of value with insights worthy of giants.  
 
Anyway, I will wish that the Fire of the Holy Spirit 
will melt any fear and anxiety in your soul to 
protect you from harm, to warm and comfort your 
heart, to burn happy memories in your mind.  
 
Thank you for being one of the thirty-eight persons 
who have made and will make the world a better 
place.  I wish you many special days in retirement 
to linger over coffee with the certitude that you 
have enriched, and will continue to enrich, many 
lives...as ever... 
Leonardo Cruoglio 
 



 
 
Anthony T. Padovano was a hard taskmaster 
keeping us up and awake as we labored late into 
the night in Greater Seattle, Washington for a 
number of Winter Februaries to establish goals and 
objectives for CORPUS as a Board of Directors 
charged with the task of supporting the married 
priest community and advocating on its behalf. 
 
We joked about it but it was real that we 
sometimes didn’t get much sleep with Anthony as 
President of the Board whose byword with us was 
“Achtung!” we joked, but we were weary. Those 
were the days when we believed that our cause 
would prevail. Anthony’s reports of his 
participation in the Board meetings  of the 
International Federation of Married Catholic Priests 
which met in various European countries and, 
sometimes included meeting with various Cardinals 
who were supportive of a married priesthood and 
gave us reason for hope. That may well be the 
origin of the CORPUS mantra, “Keep Hope Alive. ” 
 
Anthony kept hope alive not only for us in the USA 
but he was also appreciated in Europe with his 
straight talking, yet poetic, theological reflections 
which called for change and renewal.  I remember 
well his 1990 presentation at Dorn in the 
Netherlands when he quoted Galileo to the 
Inquisition “But it moves. It moves!” and the crowd 
broke into cheers as we all heard the inference that 
the Curia didn’t have a clue that “It moves, it 
moves!” The world had changed and they hadn’t 
noticed. Those were heady days. 
 
Word came to us of the married priests and 
bishops, both men and women, in Czechoslovakia 
who had been ordained secretly with the tacit 
consent of Pope Paul VI to minister in the 
underground Church during the Communist period. 
CORPUS loomed large in the world of the 
International Federation of Married Catholic Priests 
as one of the largest of the national married priest 
communities and its spokesperson was Anthony 
who served for a number of years as its President 
and Ambassador.  
 

 
 
 
His leadership was exercised as an executive officer 
in CORPUS but also as Co-Vice President of the 
International Federation of Married Catholic Priests 
(IFMCP) with Argentine married Bishop Jeronimo 
Podesta.  
 
Together they represented the Western 
Hemisphere in the Executive Board of the IFMCP as 
it dialogued with cardinals and presidents of 
episcopal conferences in Asia, Europe and North 
America. He also served as USA representative to 
the International Movement We Are Church in 
Europe (IMWAC).  
 
Together with Heinz-Jurgen Vogels of Germany and 
Lambert van Gelder of Holland he led the North 
Atlantic Federation for a Renewed Catholic 
Priesthood which eventually morphed into the 
International Federation for a Renewed Catholic 
Ministry, now based in London, which seeks to 
support the ministries of the whole Church not 
simply the ordained ministries, an organization 
from which he has only recently resigned due to 
the rigors of international travel. 
 
In 1989 Anthony authored, following consultations 
with canon lawyers in Europe and the USA, and 
CORPUS published, “Pastoral Ministry and the Non-
Canonical Priesthood, A Theological and Canonical 
Reflection,” a document to help priests and people 
realize and experience their own power as 
believers so that they could attend to urgent 
pastoral situations.  
 
This document was shared with 320 American 
bishops, 4400 married priests and their spouses, 
2500 clergy and 2700 others. Anthony’s 
international legacy in the movement for a return 
to a married clergy option is one of intellectually 
expanding borders deeply rooted in the Gospel and 
the dignity of the human personhood of men and 
women called by God to a life of companionship in 
the ministerial service in the Church.  He has in a 
very significant way evoked hope and sustained it 
in the hearts of men and women across the globe. 
By William J. Manseau 

« Keep Hope Alive » 



 
Dear Anthony, 
You have for so long been the so clear voice for 
rationale analysis of Church history, where we are, 
how we got there, and what is needed to get 
somewhere worth going that it is hard to think of 
the recent absence of your voice as the future. 
 
You are so much the voice of good sense that even 
when I have found myself in disagreement (once, I 
think) I concluded that it was not worth what 
would likely be a losing effort in taking issue with 
you. You have been a wonderful, human, attentive 
guide and COR cannot be the same – the equal of 
what it was with you in our midst. 
 
I do not remember much in the way of COR, thanks 
for your international representation of IMWAC, 
but we owe you great thanks, always certain that 
you represented us well, varied though our 
interests and perspectives on this or that might be. 
Thanks for going, so often, to Europe – to work 
rather than to enjoy its myriad beauties. Dedication 
you never lacked or stinted. We owe you so much. 
 
Ursula and I hope to see you again along the way, 
in San Antonio Baltimore, wherever. Whatever, you 
are, ever grateful, in our thoughts and prayers, and 
be assured that I will repair to your CORPUS 
publication of your talks, all saved (if scattered) and 
safe from the long-promised necessary paper 
expulsion from 242 Ludlow Street. Be well, dear 
friend. Our love and care.  
Bill and Ursula Slavick 
 

A Catholic Par Excellence 
I met Anthony in the context of COR. He was a 
wonderful combination of rationality and passion. 
The passion was more often than not muted but 
the rationality often saved the day. Anthony had no 
need to toot his own horn. He often sat quietly 
when others had a lot to say about things he knew 
more about than anyone in the room. 
 
Catholics for a Free Choice (as it was known then) 
had a rough time in the group. Anthony always was 
a friend and defender of CFFC which was much  

 
appreciated. His sense of justice as well as his 
compassion was universally respected.  
 
Over the years I was drawn to hang out at these 
meetings with Anthony and the more I got to know 
him, the more I came to love him – yes, to love 
him, in part because he had developed the ability 
to truly live the gospel. To love his neighbor, to 
care for those in the group who were suffering. I 
just know he was there for many priests who were 
devastated by the way the church had treated 
them. And for others, members of the Catholic 
LGBTQIA community, for women longing to fulfill a 
calling to be priests.  
 
He respected every type of work Catholics took on 
to make the church more just, including we difficult 
catholics who took on the tough job of defending 
the right of Catholic women to follow their 
conscience about a pregnancy. I never asked 
Anthony to do something for CFFC, to sign some 
statement that he refused. He was the best kind of 
yes man, a principled man who did the right thing 
regardless of the cost. 
 
As he retires, whatever that means, I want to raise 
my voice in appreciation for all Anthony has done, 
for his unstinting devotion to justice, and to wish 
him a joyous next step in a life of great goodness.  
Frances Kissling 
 

Memories of Anthony Padovano 
I left the Ursuline Covent in 1970 because I had 
fallen in love with a priest, Francis McGillicuddy. 
Because Francis wanted both priesthood and 
marriage with me he remained. But with me 
nearby, we had “an underground relationship.” 
 
“How handle this? Was my request of anth9ny 
after I wrote to him, thanks to his NCR article 
proposing that one who was called into religious 
life could ads well be called out of it. 
 
Praised be Anthony whose April 5, 1971 response 
made him my long distance counselor – until 
Francis and I were married in August, 1972.  
Elaine McGillicuddy 



 
 

In Tribute to Anthony Padovano 
We have known Anthony for more than 40 years, first 
through his writings and then as colleagues in the 
summer faculty in the Institute for Religious 
Education and Service of Boston College. Classes 
were large (100+ graduate students per class) so 
when teaching schedules and seating in his classes 
allowed, we could join in with students at some of his 
lectures in the mornings, and then had the added 
luxury of continuing the conversation – academic and 
social - with him in the evenings. 
 
 In addition to brilliant nuances of theological 
matters, Anthony was noted for his colorful Hawaiian 
shirts—a different one each day.  Everyone relished 
his lectures on American spirituality, especially his 
work on Thomas Merton. After the summer, time 
and distance intervened as we moved to Florida for a 
while. When we came back north and were looking 
for our own home to move into, Anthony and 
Theresa invited us to be house guests in their 
beautiful home while we looked for a place to settle. 
We can never forget such unexpected but not 
surprising generosity, something that defines who 
they are to all who know them. 
  
Throughout the years since, we followed Anthony’s 
career and rejoiced with him and Theresa at the birth 
of their children and at other family events.  While 
delighting in his role of husband and father, Anthony 
flourished as teacher, scholar, mentor, and friend to 
scores of students.  He continued to produce books 
and articles while raising young children. Sometimes 
he escaped to the public library to avoid having to lock 
himself in his study at home and have to ignore the 
children asking “Daddy, what are you doing in there?” 
as they turned the doorknob trying to see their Dad.  
 
And all along Anthony was a foundational figure in the 
building up of Corpus. He was a public face of Corpus 
for 40 years, nationally and internationally. It is hard 
to envision the future church without recognizing 
Anthony’s thumbprint on the reform that brought it 
to its new place. He is the rare gentleman and scholar 
who has given hope and inspiration to countless 
others through his writing, teaching, and preaching,  

 
 
 
but most of all through the shining example of a life 
lived with integrity, courage and conviction. We, and 
so many others, cherish his friendship and recognize 
that 

A faithful friend is a sturdy shelter; 
they who find one find a treasure. 

     
 A faithful friend is beyond price;  
no sum can balance his worth.      (Sirach 6:14) 

 
In grateful admiration, 
Gloria Durka and Paul Bumbar 
 
 

Anthony – your scholarship and eloquence 
over the years made it possible for those of us 
working toward a married priesthood to do so 
without apology.  Because of you, we hold our 
heads high!  You were more than an ambassador, 
more than a speaker and teacher, more than an 
activist/organizer for us – though you did all those 
things brilliantly.  You were, are, and always will be, 
a prophet for a married and inclusive 
priesthood.  With respect and gratitude beyond 
words. 
Mary Ann Cejka 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


