
Wally Poor 

By Cindy Wagner 

Wally Poor was the definition of a servant of God . . . an example 

of one carrying out the Great Commission.  He and his wife, Betty, 

spent more than 25 years serving as missionaries to Uruguay  

with the International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. Upon 

their return, they had more mission work in store for them, an important part of 

which was at the Seafarers Ministry. 

 

My husband, Bob, and I first met Wally and Betty while serving at the ministry on 

the fourth Sunday of each month. We immediately recognized their servants’ 

hearts, friendliness, and eagerness to 

teach the Word of God. It didn’t take 

long to discover that we had several 

things in common, as so, I looked for-

ward to the Sundays we  volunteered to-

gether. Wally was always willing to help 

me practice my Spanish, to weave sto-

ries of being a journalist back in the 

Midwest, and to discuss what was going on with our beloved St. Louis Cardinals. 

 

It was apparent that teaching God’s Word to the Spanish-speaking crew members 

was his passion and purpose. He and Betty have been faithfully leading Spanish 

Bible studies at the ministry for at least 8 years. For a long time, it was twice a 

week, and then more recently just on Thursdays. The crew members loved them, 

and were eager for the teaching, and for the friendship and encouragement that 

could only come easily from one who could speak their language. 

 



I’m so thankful that I could attend Wally’s memorial service, because I learned 

even more about the influence of his witness and Bible teaching on the lives of 

those in the Spanish ministry they started at their church in Rockledge. What 

wonderful testimonies were given about Wally’s eternal impact on so many indi-

viduals! 

 

This past week, as I was driving the van, a crew member that I didn’t even know 

sat up in the front with me and began talking about Wally and Betty, and how 

much he would miss Wally. I’m so thankful that Betty is carrying on the ministry 

to the crew, and know that Wally’s legacy will live on through the lives he’s 

touched, including mine. We certainly miss Wally and feel the sadness of his ab-

sence, but we rejoice that he is with his Lord and Savior! We rest assured that we 

will see him again one day, and that brings hope and gives us comfort! 

 

(The emotions of grief are sometimes unusual. When I heard about Wally’s 

death, I cried and then I stopped, and then I cried, and then I smiled, because I 

wondered if he and my husband were  discussing the Cardinals’ disappointing 

season, and how many games behind the Cubs they are. Then I cried, and then I 

smiled and thought, “Nah . . . 

They are too busy praising the 

Lord!” And then I cried and 

then I smiled . . .) 

 
 



Wally Poor 

1935-2016 
 

Born April 8, 1935 Wheaton, Missouri. Wally 

graduated in 1957 from the University of 

Missouri with a bachelors degree in Journal-

ism. Wally did reporting and editing at the 

Lakeland Ledger and Orlando Sentinel News-

papers. From 1968 to 1995 Wally and Betty, 

his wife of 53 years and also a journalist, 

were appointed as Communications Mission-

aries by the Southern Baptist International Mission Board for Uruguay in South America. In 

preparation for Missionary service they spent one year studying Spanish at the Language In-

stitute in San Jose, Costa Rica. Then from 1995 until March 2001 Wally and Betty served as 

the Overseas Correspondents for Latin America, based in Ft. Lauderdale, FL and traveling all 

over North and South America and the Caribbean. October 1994 Wally was presented a Life 

Service Award from the Southwest Baptist University. After moving to Rockledge, FL, Wally 

and Betty have been serving the Brevard County, FL community as volunteers at the Space 

Coast Seafarers Ministry at Port Canaveral. He also served as a Deacon at the First Baptist 

Church of Rockledge. In addition, Wally and Betty were instrumental in the start up of a Span-

ish Ministry. Wally finally retired when he went home to be with the Lord on August 4, 2016. 

 

Wally is survived by his loving wife of 53 years, Betty Poor , his nephew Robert Poor and his 

wife, Debbie. A celebration of his life was held Sunday the 7th of August at 3pm at the First 

Baptist Church of Rockledge corner of Eyster and Cedar St. Donations in lieu of flowers may be 

made to International Mission Board "IMB" 3806 Monument Ave. P.O. Box 6767, Richmond, 

Va. 23230-0767 or visit www.IMB.org - See more at: http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/

floridatoday/obituary.aspx?pid=180973245#sthash.8jhFnIGw.dpuf  

http://www.imb.org/

