
 

 

 

Achieving Health Equity through  
Community Engagement and Innovative Health Care Delivery 

December 13, 2016 
 

C O N F E R E N C E   A G E N D A 

7:00 AM – 
8:00 AM 

REGISTRATION,  CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST, AND EXHIBIT HALL 

 
8:00 AM – 
8:30 AM 

 

WELCOME 
 

Shalewa Noel-Thomas, PhD, MPH, Director, Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities, 
Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

 

OPENING & GREETINGS 
 

The Honorable Shirley Nathan-Pulliam, Senate, District 44, Maryland General Assembly 
Van T. Mitchell, Secretary, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene  

 

 

8:30 AM - 
9:45 AM 

 

SHIRLEY NATHAN-PULLIAM HEALTH EQUITY LECTURE  
 

INTRODUCTION OF AWARD RECIPIENT 
Stephen B. Thomas, PhD, Professor, Health Services Administration, University of Maryland School 
of Public Health and Director, Maryland Center for Health Equity, University of Maryland, College 

Park 

 

**AWARD RECIPIENT & KEYNOTE ADDRESS**  
 

Achieving Health Equity:  Tools for a National Campaign Against Racism 
 

 Camara Phyllis Jones, MD, MPH, PhD, President, American Public Health Association 
Senior Fellow, Satcher Health Leadership Institute and Cardiovascular Research Institute, Morehouse 

School of Medicine 
 

9:45 AM - 
11:00 AM 

 

ACHIEVING HEALTH EQUITY: FROM THEORY TO ACTION 
 

Moderator:  Shalewa Noel-Thomas, PhD, MPH, Director, Office of Minority Health and Health 
Disparities, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

 
 

Panelists: 
Edward Ehlinger, MD, MSPH, Commissioner of Health, Minnesota Department of Health  

 

Stephen B. Thomas, PhD, Professor, Health Services Administration, University of Maryland School 
of Public Health and Director, Maryland Center for Health Equity, University of Maryland, College 

Park 
 

11:00 AM – 
11:15 AM 

 

BREAK 
 

  



 

 
 
11:15 AM – 
12:30 PM 

 

 
THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF HEALTHCARE - HOSPITAL GLOBAL BUDGETS AND COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVES 
 
 

Moderator:  Michelle Spencer, MS, Director, Prevention and Health Promotion Administration, 
Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

 

Panelists: 
Dianne Feeney, BSN, MS, Associate Director of Quality Initiatives, Health Services Cost Review 

Commission, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
Kendra Thayer, RN, MSN, CDE,  Chief Nursing Officer and Vice President of Patient Care Services, 

Garrett Regional Medical Center 
Katherine Harton Talbert, MPA, RN, BSN, Care Management Program Manager, Howard County 

General Hospital  
Jennifer Newman Barnhart, MPH, Director, Population Health Improvement, Maryland Department 

of Health and Mental Hygiene 
 
 

12:30 PM- 
1:30 PM 

 
 

LUNCH, NETWORKING & EXHIBIT HALL 
 
 

 
 
 
1:30 PM –  
2:45 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AFTERNOON BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

 

A:   Educating Minorities on the Benefits Received After Consumer Enrollment (EMBRACE) - A 
Model Program to Address Health Equity 
 

Moderator:  David Mann, MD, PhD, Epidemiologist, Office of Minority Health and Health 
Disparities, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene  
 

Panelists:    
Janani Ramachandran, Social Services Coordinator, Mary’s Center   
Yvonne L. Bronner, ScD, Professor, Department of Behavioral Health Sciences, School of 
Community Health and Policy, Morgan State University  

 
 
B:  Health Enterprise Zones - Lessons Learned about Community Engagement  
      

Moderator:  Maura Dwyer, DrPH, MPH, Senior Health Policy Advisor, Health Enterprise Zone 
Initiative, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
 

Panelists:    
Maha Sampath, MHSA, Director, Health Enterprise Zone West Baltimore Primary Care Access 
Collaboration, Bon Secours Baltimore Health System   
Ernest L. Carter, MD, PhD, Deputy Health Officer, Prince George’s County Health Department  
Angela Mercier, Health Education Program Manager, Dorchester County Health Department  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

1:30 PM –  
2:45 PM 

C:  Community Health Workers and Other Innovative Community Care Models  
 
Moderator:   Dwyan Y. Monroe, Program Coordinator, Community Health Worker Initiatives, 
Institute for Public Health Innovation  

 

Panelists:   
Elda Woldemichael, CHES, Community Health Worker, Baltimore Medical System, Inc.  
Lenora Wright, Community Health Worker, Institute for Public Health Innovation, Program Site: 
Heart to Hand, Inc.  
Jared Smith, MA, NRP,  EMS Program Director, Mobile Integrated Community Health,  Queen 
Anne’s County Health Department  
 
 

D: Spotlight on Maryland’s Response to Critical Health Epidemics  
 
Moderator:  Carmi Washington-Flood, Chief, Faith Based and Community Partnerships, 
Prevention and Health Promotion Administration, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene  

 

Panelists: 
Boatemaa Ntiri-Reid, JD, MPH, Special Projects Director, Infectious Disease Prevention and 
Health Services Bureau, Prevention and Health Promotion Administration, Maryland Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene  
Alexandra Reitz, Senior Specialist, Education & Community Outreach Programs, The JACQUES 
Initiative, Institute of Human Virology of the University of Maryland- School of Medicine  
Erin E. Haas, MPH, Local Programs Manager, Overdose Prevention, Behavioral Health 
Administration, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene   
 

 

2:45 PM – 
3:00 PM 

 

BREAK AND TRANSITION 
 

3:00 PM –  
4:00 PM 

 

 

Equity vs. Equality: Current Initiatives to Address the Social Determinants of Health  
 
 

Moderator:  Stephanie Slowly, MSW, LCSW-C, Deputy Director, Office of Minority Health and Health 
Disparities, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

 

Speakers: 
Shannon M. McMahon, MPA, Deputy Secretary, Health Care Financing, Maryland Department of 

Health and Mental Hygiene  
Nisa M. Maruthur, MD, MHS, Assistant Professor of Medicine & Epidemiology, The Johns Hopkins 

University  
Yolanda Ogbolu, PhD, CRNP-neonatal, FNAP, Assistant Professor, Director, Office of Global Health, 

University of Maryland School of Nursing 
 
 

 


