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Adherence to basic human rights norms has become an
expected feature of states throughout the world. In Europe,

the promotion and protection of human rights through

nationa!l governments has been enhanced by the diversity of

intergovernmental organizations committed to this cause.
The latest addition to the continent’s rights organizations
arrived ten years ago when, based on the EU’s Lishon Treaty,
the Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) was created as a
functional institution to highlight and improve human rights
within EU member states. In contrast to other regulatory
agencies in the EU, the FRA provides a research-based
advisory function for EU institutions and legislation and
performs a public-diplomacy function in promoting
fundamental rights across EU member states,

Dr. Thiel examines the interaction between the FRA and
hundreds of transnational civil society organizations working
with and on behalf of vulnerable populations in EU member
states and probes the high normative standards of human
rights  attainment and  transnational  participatory

governance in the EU.
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