
[Please put this letter on your organization’s letterhead] 
 
[Date] 
 
 

The Honorable Jerry Brown 
Governor, State of California 
California State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: AB 492 (Gonzalez) – SUPPORT as amended 8/15/16 
 
Dear Governor Brown, 
 
On behalf of [your organization], I am writing to express our support for Assembly Bill 492, which 
would provide monthly access to diapers for families in the CalWORKs Welfare-to-Work program.   
 
[ Describe your organization and your organization’s specific interest in this bill.] 
 
[ Use some of the following points, but try to personalize your letter ] 
 
For low-income parents trying to stay employed or in school, diaper need is a potential crisis on any 
given day. Not being able to leave a young child in daycare because of insufficient diaper supply can 
disrupt a parent’s job, possibly resulting in workplace discipline. Yet the food assistance and health 
care programs that are crucial to helping California’s struggling families provide no relief for diaper 
need. 
 
As for health consequences, it is documented that families struggling with necessary expenses such as 
diapers are put in the position of changing their children’s diapers less often than needed. This can 
easily result in painful diaper rash, skin infection, blisters and urinary tract infections, leading to a 
doctor’s office or emergency department visit. Because diaper need disproportionately impacts low-
income families, costs related to these health concerns are often covered through taxpayer-funded 
health programs like Medi-Cal. Additionally, a 2013 study by Yale researchers concluded that having 
enough diapers may be “a tangible way of reducing parenting stress, a critical factor influencing child 
health and development.” 
 
Knowing that diaper need is a barrier to childcare, it is easy to see how the high price of diapers could 
have a big cost to the success of CalWORKs. AB 492 will help to keep children and parents healthy, and 
keep parents on track with their work plans by increasing access to childcare. 
 
[Your organization] supports AB 492 and respectfully  asks for/urges  your signature. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
[Name  
Title] 
 
CC: Assemblywoman Lorena Gonzalez (Andrea.SanMiguel@asm.ca.gov)  

mailto:Andrea.SanMiguel@asm.ca.gov

