
 

  

 
 

GA AGFORECAST  
SERIES HELD ACROSS GA 

NEXT MONTH 
 

Predicting markets and 
preparing for the next 
growing season can be a 
tough job, and that's where 
Georgia Ag Forecast can help. 

Georgia Ag Forecast is an 
annual seminar series 
presented by the University of 
Georgia College of 
Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences in 
partnership with Georgia 
Farm Bureau and the Georgia 
Department of Agriculture. 

The upcoming farm bill and 
the FDA’s veterinary feed 
directive (VFD) will be the 
featured topics this year. Bob 
Redding of Washington’s The 
Redding Firm, will share 
information and moderate a 
conversation about the 
upcoming 2018 farm bill in 
Macon, Tifton, Bainbridge, 
Lyons and Waynesboro. 
 
Brent Credille, UGA College of 
Veterinary Medicine assistant 
professor, will discuss 
implementation of the VFD in 
Marietta, Carrollton and 
Athens.  
 
The 2017 seminar series will 
be held Jan. 18-27 in Macon, 
Marietta, Carrollton, Tifton 
Bainbridge, Lyons, 
Waynesboro and Athens 
Georgia. Registration for the 
series is now open 
at georgiaagforecast.com. 
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listen to nationally known dairy educators, to hear updates from their dairy organizations and to 
engage with the nation’s leading industry suppliers at the tradeshow.  
 
“We are looking forward to another year of growth, fellowship and opportunity for our producers at the 
2017 conference,” said Everett Williams, president of the GMP board of directors.  
 
With 78 dairies and over 100,000 cows represented at the 2016 GDC, the 2017 event will build on the 
success of previous years.  
 
The GDC agenda includes keynote speaker Dr. Danny Klinefelter of Texas A&M.  Klinefelter specializes in 
agricultural finance and management development.  He is a business columnist for DTN, Chairman of 
the advisory board for Farm Journal Media’s Top Producer Executive Network and a member of the 
board of AgTexas Farm Credit Services. Klinefelter spent 10 years in commercial banking and the Farm 
Credit System and will speak on “20 Attributes of the 21st Century Farm Executive” on Monday, Jan. 16. 
 
The agenda also features 14 additional speakers who will present on topics ranging from technology 
use to management practices for consumer demands to management of employees.   
 
A tradeshow featuring industry sponsors and exhibitors is held in conjunction with the Conference and 
provides representatives with the opportunity to spark conversations with dairy producers. Last year, 
the GDC featured more than 60 exhibitor booths and will continue in growth this year. 
 
An auction, fundraiser and annual meeting of the Georgia Dairy Youth Foundation will take place at the 
GDC to benefit Georgia’s youth who are interested in the dairy industry.  
 
Updates and announcements about the 2017 Georgia Dairy Conference will be posted at 
gadairyconference.com and on Facebook at “GA Dairy Conference”. 
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Hillcrest Farms Inc., Dearing 

2016 Georgia Dairy Conference – January 16-18 
 

Dairymen and industry members of Southeast dairy 
community will gather Jan. 16-18, 2017, for the Georgia Dairy 
Conference at the Savannah Riverfront Marriott in Savannah, 
Georgia. 

This three-day conference provides attendees the chance to 

 



  GEORGIA MILK PRODUCERS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Everett Williams, Madison 

President 
706-818-0311 

 
Adam Graft, Americus 

Vice President 
229-942-0508 

 
Marvin Yoder, Montezuma 

Treasurer 
478-472-4533 

 
Matt Johnson, Climax 

Secretary 
229-220-1577 

 
Harry Allison, Clermont 

770-519-3647 
 

Dave Clark, Madison 
706-342-2923 

 
Ed Coble, Waynesboro 

706-554-3672 
 

Chad Davis, Eatonton 
706-318-0243 

 
Scott Glover, Clermont 

770-539-4906 
 

Kenneth Murphy 
Luthersville 

770-927-9210 
 

Calvin Moody, Valdosta 
229-263-2369 

 
Iris Barham, Rome 

706-236-2287 
 

Jeff Smith, Comer 
706-783-5018 

 
Earnest Turk, Eatonton 

706-485-5971 
 

Troy Yoder, Montezuma 
478-244-2172 

 
Robert Williams, Baxley 

912-367-9160 

and careers in the Southeast dairy industry.  

Students attending SEDSS will have the opportunity to exchange ideas among fellow 
students; to discuss internship and job opportunities exclusively with trade show vendors; 
and to interact with SEDSS speakers during breakout sessions.  

The SEDSS will be held in conjunction with the 2017 Georgia Dairy Conference — students 
and advisors are welcome to attend. For additional conference information visit online at: 
www.gadairyconference.com or call the GA Milk office at 706-310-0020. 

2017 Southeast Dairy Student 
Symposium - January 16, 2017 
 

Dairy science students from universities 
throughout the Southeast are invited to 
attend the third annual Southeast Dairy 
Student Symposium in Savannah, 
Georgia, from Jan. 15-16, 2017. 

The Southeast Dairy Student Symposium 
(SEDSS) connects dairy science students 
with dairy producers and industry 
affiliates to explore internships and 
careers  

2016 SEDSS Symposium 

Morgan County dairyman, Daniel Williams, of WDairy,  
LLC in Madison was recently recognized as the Georgia   
State Winner of the Outstanding Young Farmer Award 
at the Georgia Association of County Agricultural Agents  
Annual Meeting in Cordele, Georgia.  The Outstanding Young Farmers of America is a 
fraternity comprised of approximately 1500 members consisting of past nominees of the 
Outstanding Young Farmer Program.  The group is designed to facilitate an exchange of 
ideas and friendship that encourages excellence and involvement in agriculture and the 
local, state, and national community.  This award was founded by United States Junior 
Chapter in 1954, and is the oldest Young Farmer Contest in the country. The program is 
administered by the Outstanding Farmers of America Fraternity, sponsored by John Deere 
and is supported by the National Association of County Agricultural Agents.  All competitors 
must be between the ages of 21 and 40 and are judged on the progress of their farming 
operation (beginning until current), soil conservation, and community involvement. 
  

Mr. Williams was selected as a national semi-finalist and was awarded the Georgia 
Outstanding Young Farmer Award.  He is a partner in Madison's WDairy, LLC, which milks 
1800 cows and grows corn and ryegrass silage on 3600 acres.  He and his wife, Kristy, were 
recognized at the Georgia Association of County Agricultural Agents meeting at the Lake 
Blackshear Resort in Cordele, Georgia.  Daniel is the only dairy producer in recent memory 
to have received this award. 

  

For more information on the Outstanding Young Farmer program, contact your County 
Extension Agent or visit www.ofafraternity.org 
 

Morgan County Dairyman Wins 
State Outstanding Young Farmer 
Award 
By Lucy Ray, Morgan Co. Extension Agent 
 

Pictured (left to right): Lucy Ray,  
Daniel and Kristy Williams 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The Checks Are in the Mail," may be a better headline. 

An historic and record-setting food industry class action that began in July of 2007 is now approaching completion nine and 
one-half years later. Final Settlement payments to farmer/class members in the Southeast Milk Litigation have been 
authorized by Judge Ronnie Greer, US District Court, and Eastern District of Tennessee - Greeneville Division. Judge Greer 
issued his Orders on December 6, 2016. 

A total settlement fund of over $280 Million was reached in three different settlements: one with Dean Foods; the 
second with Southern Marketing Agency and related entities; and the third with Dairy Farmers of America and Related 
Entities.  Payments began in January of 2013, and completed via annual payments. 

In short, the final payments (two separate checks) to farmer/class members in the Southeast Milk Litigation are in the mail 
and should be received before or shortly after Christmas 2016. Farmers should be watching their mailboxes. Since previous 
payments have come in rather ordinary envelopes, recipients are advised to pay detailed attention to each envelope in 
their mailboxes, being careful to not lose settlement payments with heavy mail volume common at this time of year. These 
are not electronic payments. 

A link to an amended complaint, which further explains the settlement, and other legal documents, can be found online at 
www.southeastdairyclass.com. 

 

 

Zippy Duvall Campaigning to  
Become Next AFBF President 

Final Payments to Farmer / Class Members 
in Southeast Milk Litigation Mailed Dec. 15 
Written by Julie Walker, AgriVoice Dairy News 
 

Sustainable AG Summit is Eye Opening Experience for GA Dairyman 
Written by Calvin Moody, GA Dairyman and GA Milk Producers Board Member 
 The Sustainable Agriculture Summit in Atlanta, GA was an eye opening experience.  There were  
over four hundred people in attendance. This was the most diverse cross section of people that I  
have ever seen at one conference.  There were representatives from dairy, pork, poultry, beef, grain, 
fruits, and vegetables in attendance.  Dean Foods, Walmart, and Butterball Turkey are a few  
examples of the end users who attended.  As a result of the diversity some of the topics were a mile  
wide and an inch deep, but overall it was a very interesting event. 
 
What does sustainable agriculture mean?   The majority of people think it simply means doing some environmental good 
deed.  Over and over it was said that sustainable agriculture is a three legged stool. One leg is economics.  This means it 
must be profitable enough to keep re-investing into the business.  The second leg is environmental.  This means the 
environmental impact must be positive.  The third is the social aspect.  There must be a positive and transparent image 
that earns the respect of consumers. Everyone has a different opinion about which leg of the stool is most important. 

“Farm to Table” is movement that was also discussed.  A growing market share of today’s consumers wants to feel more 
connected to their food.  Nick Leahy, a popular chef on one of the panels, says it is just another marketing strategy.  Maybe 
it is, but most folks agreed that this market share is not going away.  Transparency is a word that was used over and over 
as well. 

Identifying metrics that track the impact of changes that are implemented was another topic discussed.  If practices are 
being done to increase sustainability, how exactly do we measure it?  What does success look like?  It is important 
recognize whether the investment of resources are worthy of continuing. 

These are few highlights from the panel discussions and speakers at the conference.  This was the first time this conference 
was held.  As with anything, there has to be a first step.  I think it was a worthwhile conference that will develop a more 
focused purpose in the future. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

Dixie Dairy Report – December 2016  
Calvin Covington 

 

STAY CONNECTED!   
If you would like to be added to the Georgia Milk Producer’s Email List, please send us an email to: 

gamilkproducers@gmail.com.  Also, find us on Facebook as Georgia Milk Producers! 

Strongest monthly milk production increase in almost two years. USDA reports October milk production is 2.5% higher 
than October a year ago. This is the second consecutive month production has increased over 2%. We have to go back to 
December 2014 to find a higher month-to-month increase. A look at the numbers show increased production is due to 
more milk per cow and more cows. Average milk production per cow in October was 2.3% or 42 lbs. more than October of 
last year. Cow numbers declined from the previous month, but the national dairy herd at 9.335 million is still 15,000 more 
head than last October. 
 
After 22 consecutive months of milk production lower than the same month a year earlier, October milk production in 
California is 1.8% higher than a year ago. Only three of the 23 reporting states, showed lower October production 
compared to a year earlier. The three states were Utah and the two southeast reporting states, Florida and Virginia. Florida 
production was 3.3% lower than a year ago, and Virginia 2.1%, lower. 
 
Lower production in Florida was due to 5,000 less cows than a year ago. The decline in Virginia was due to less milk per 
cow. Production in the Midwest and Northeast continues to increase. Production was up 4.9% in Michigan, 2.2% in 
Wisconsin, and 4.7% in New York. Texas reported the strongest increase in October with production up 8.2%.  
 
Higher prices projected for 2017. Even though milk production continues to increase and is projected to increase another 
2% in 2017, higher farm milk prices are projected for 2017. USDA’s November dairy outlook projects a 2017 all-milk price 
between $16.30-$17.20/cwt. This compares to a projected all-milk price average of $16.05/cwt. for 2016. USDA’s higher 
2017 milk price projection ($0.25 to $1.15/cwt. higher than 2016) is based on increased exports especially milk powder, 
and increased domestic consumption. 
 
Our 2017 projections are more optimistic than USDA. The attached spreadsheet provides more detail, but we currently 
project blend prices in the three southeast orders to average $1.50 to $1.75/cwt. higher in 2017 compared to 2016. In fact, 
dairy farmers should see price improvement starting in December. We project December blend prices in all three 
southeast orders to be the highest for the year. 
 
Our optimism comes from significantly higher nonfat dry milk powder and dry whey prices in 2017 compared to this year. 
Since the middle of the year, the prices of both powder and whey have steadily increased. The November AMS nonfat dry 
milk powder and dry whey prices were nine and ten cents per lb. higher than last November, respectively. We project by 
the middle of next year powder will add another dime and whey another six cents to their prices. Remember each penny 
increase in the powder price adds about nine cents per cwt. to the Class IV price. Each additional penny increase in the 
whey price adds about six cents per cwt. to the Class III price. 
 
 In addition, declining milk production in dairy exporting areas, especially the European Union and Oceania, should 
increase the market for U.S. dairy products, along with higher international dairy prices. The October Oceania butter and 
skim milk powder prices are $0.38/lb. and $0.08/lb. higher than a year ago, respectively. Plus, higher skim values relative 
to fat values, which are already happening, give an extra price boost to blend prices in fluid markets such as the southeast. 
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