
November 9: Double Down on LoveCelebration! Worship 
Sundays at 11:15 am 
Watch live on middlechurch.org

November 6 
Trangender Awareness 
Graham Bridgeman, 
preacher 
Haggai 1:15b–2.9 
Featuring trans activist 
Geena Rocero 
Middle Church Choir 
Communion

November 13 
Leadership Sunday 
“Can You Feel a Brand 
New Day?” 
Jacqui Lewis, preacher 
Isaiah 65.17–25  
Middle Church Choir 
Jerriese Johnson 
Gospel Choir 
Honoring Lay Leaders 
Installation of Consistory

November 20 
reign of God Sunday 
Ben Vereen, preacher 
Luke 1.68–79 
Middle Church Choir 
In-the-Middle Choir  
Welcoming New Members 
A Musical Celebration

November 27 
First Sunday of Advent 
“Could Be; Who Knows” 
Marianne Williamson, 
preacher 
Matthew 24.36-44  
Middle Church Choir 
Jerriese Johnson 
Gospel Choir 
Advent Dance

An Afternoon with 
Brian McLaren
Saturday, November 5 
1:00–4:30 pm

Best-selling author Brian 
McLaren (The Great Spiri-
tual Migration) will lead us 
through our personal and 
congregational migrations. 
This is a leadership gathering 
for clergy and lay leaders.
register at  
bit.ly/brianmcLarenmCC  
Cost: $99 
Groups of 4 or more: $60 Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis is Senior Minister at Middle Collegiate Church.  
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As I write I have no idea who will win the elec-
tion. It is October 20. I am in Atlanta. I was speak-
ing about love last night while the candidates 
battled it out. So, I also don’t know who “won” 
the debate. I have been in meetings this morning 
and have not heard the debrief or the spin. Who 
won? Who scored points? Who spoke most clear-
ly about their policies? I have no idea. Not yet. 

Still, I won’t pretend I am neutral about the 
outcome. I am not. For me there is only one clear 
choice, and I will make it. I will also be at my poll-
ing place all day November 8, encouraging the 
people who have come to vote for THEIR choice. I 
URGE you to go and vote for yours. Vote the tick-
et—up ticket and down—that most reflects your 
hopes and dreams for a more perfect union. 

Friends, this election is more than a contest; 
it is as contentious as are the conversations in our 
public square. There is much at stake, including 
our collective hearts.

As Americans, we are divided, disappointed, 
disgusted, and dream-deferred. We are hurt. 

On November 9, no matter who wins, there 
will be work to do. The broken spaces will need 

to be repaired. Fences will have to be mended. 
Relationships will have to be forged across race, 
religion and the aisle. This will have to happen 
in order for us—we the people—to survive and 
thrive.

So Middle family, there is no question that 
you and I are called to this work. We who know 
how to celebrate difference, we who know how to 
have compassionate and critical conversations—
we will have to double down on the gift God has 
given us: the ability to love, period.

I don’t yet know what will be required of us, 
but I suspect it will be about healing our own 
souls so we can create paths to heal others. 

And I know, cherished people of God, that 
we can do this work with extraordinarily diverse 
partners and allies, and with the Spirit as wind at 
our backs and beneath our wings. 

On November 8, we vote. On November 9, we 
get to work. On healing. Doubling down on love. 

Get ready, get set. GO!!
Love you,  

Jacqui

Middle Church, Central Synagogue, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, and Temple 
Shaaray Tefila registered 189 voters this fall in the East Village! Middle Member Beth Ellor shared, “Can 
I disclose my two favorite registrants? A police officer I hailed as they pulled up at a crossing on Avenue B, never 
voted before! And a formerly incarcerated man who thought he couldn’t ever vote. He was genuinely moved when 
we reviewed the rules and he found out he’s free and clear and has his voting rights. Best enrollment ever!”



Middle Member News
Middle member and choreographer and dancer Ishmael Hous-
ton-Jones is curating “Platform 2016: Lost and Found,” a six-week 
series of performances, film screenings, and print projects hon-
oring choreographer John Bernd. Visit danspaceproject.org for 
info. • Great Consistory member Kevin Scott Hall will perform 
a cabaret, “31-derful Years in New York” at Pangea Restaurant on 
Monday, November 14, Friday, November 18, and Monday, No-
vember, 28. Pangeanyc.com will direct you to tickets. • Celebrate 
Our Youngest New Members! Enzo Clarel Livardo du Maine—
parents Wayne  du Maine and Sharon Livardo du Maine; Reid 
Hopkins Elazegui and Idillio Lynde Elazegui—parents Kate 
Elazegui and Emily Kehe; Andelina Joyce Bursic Allen—par-
ents Ian Allen and Maite Bursic; Ava James Faherty—parents 
Alex Faherty and Kerry Docherty; Maya Amber Enlow—par-
ents Johanna Goepel and Jason Enlow;  Matthew Hok John-
son—parents Vicky Salim and Prince Johnson; Lillian Smucker 
Holland—parents Sarah Kogel-Smucker and Bill Holland; Anna 
Marcella Stigge—parents Byron Stigge and Katy Gaul-Stigge; 
Carolyn Rose Belancourt Ryan—parents Deborah Belancourt 
and W. Timothy Ryan; Benicio Tomasz Toscano Michalczak—
parents Bianca Toscano Michalczak and Jeff Michalczak.

New Member Orientation
Sunday, November 13 • 1:00–3:00 pm

Do you want to connect with other people at Middle? Join us for 
lunch as we share our stories; learn more about the history, the-
ology, and vision of Middle Church; and ways you can volunteer 
and deepen your connection with the community. For informa-
tion and to Rsvp, contact Lynn Min at lmin@middlechurch.org. 

RIKERS Film Screening
Sunday, November 13 at 2:00 pm • Sanctuary 

RIKERS, a film from acclaimed journalist Bill Moyers, is the first 
documentary to focus exclusively on people formerly detained 
in New York City’s notorious Rikers Island Jail and give them the 
opportunity to tell their compelling stories, direct to camera. The 

film captures their vivid memories, revealing the violent arc of 
the Rikers experience—from the trauma of entry, the extortion 
and control exercised by other inmates, the oppressive interac-
tion with corrections officers and the psychological challenges of 
returning to the outside world. 

RIKERS will be screened in our sanctuary and other houses 
of worship two days before its television premiere on WNET13. 
This film screening and discussion is part of our ongoing racial 
justice work. This event is free to the public. Rsvp on our Face-
book event page.

3rD ANNuAL INterSeCtIONS INterNAtIONAL  
DANItA BrANAM DIALOgue

“How I See It…”  
Finding Our Common Humanity
Tuesday, November 15 • 7:00 pm • Sanctuary

The Danita Branam Dialogue provides a forum where ideas are 
shared and a construct for progressive positive action is created. 
This year’s dialogues will look at our country’s polarization rang-
ing from law enforcement to #BlackLivesMatter activists and our 
divisive politics. In response to our election, we will ask: How can 
we bring about individual and collective healing? There will be 
a diverse panel of visionary experts and committed community 
leaders who share their insights as the foundation for a broader 
discussion. Facilitators include Lt. Tyrone Williams, from the Po-
lice Department in Montclair, New Jersey; Merle McGee, Chief 
Program Officer of the YMCA in New York City; Cpl. Justin Cri-
ner, from the Police Department in Lubbock, Texas; and Donovan 
Christie, an actor in New York City.

This event is free to the public; a free will offering will be 
taken. You can Rsvp by emailing rsvp@intersections.org.

Mosaic: Benefit for Homeless LgBt Youth
Wednesday, November 16 • 6:30–9:00 pm • Sanctuary and 
Social Hall

Gather with other dreamers and seekers as we connect with 
one another to deepen our relationships, nourish our Spirits, 
and raise money for homeless LGBT youth. Soul-stirring music, 
grounding meditations, and short inspiring talks will be offered 
by dynamic leaders including Matthew Johnson Harris, Darren 
Major, and Pastor Elyse Ambrose of Church of the Village. The 
world and our lives can sometimes feel fractured or broken, a 
mosaic, but as we come together and center ourselves in Spirit, 
our beauty and light is fierce. 

Rescheduled from last month, this event is sponsored by 
Middle Church and the Coalition of Clergy and Allies for Home-
less Gay Youth. Proceeds from the $20 suggested donation will 
support New Alternatives, a non-profit for homeless LGBT youth 
in New York City. To register, visit bit.ly/MosaicBenefit.

9tH ANNuAL SpIrItuAL retreAt

Complete the Dream
Friday, January 6, 6:00 pm–Sunday, January 8, 4:00 pm

What are you dreaming about? We invite you to gift yourself at 
the start of the new year with a weekend for your spirit to be satu-
rated in peace, your dreams marinated in light. We will touch the 
miraculous through spiritual practices like singing, meditation, 

On Monday, October 17, Middle members and staff joined 
the enthusiastic crowd at BAM to see Senior Minister Jacqui 
Lewis take Middle’s theology of “Love.Period.” on the road at 
“Together.” Jacqui, Momastery.com founder Glennon Doyle Melton, 
internationally celebrated yoga teacher Seane Corn, activist filmmaker 
Valarie Kaur, and special guest Alicia Keys offered inspiring storytelling.



November
Check middlechurch.org for full details of all events.

Sundays
• butterfly meal Preparation – 9:00–11:00 am • Social Hall
• Wee Care (under age 4) – 9:30 am–2:30 pm • 3rd Floor Wee Care
• In-the-middle Choir – Nov 20 – 10:00–10:45 am • 3rd Floor Studio
• The Breakfast Club (Gr. 7–12) – 10:00–11:00 am • 4th Floor Studio
• Family Breakfast – Nov 6  – 10:00–11:00 am • 4th Floor Studio
• CeLebrATIoN! WorSHIP – 11:15 am–12:30 pm • Sanctuary
• The Ark (Gr. K–6) – 11:30–12:30 pm • 3rd Floor Studio • hiatus NOV 6
• Chat & Chew – 12:30 pm • Social Hall
• butterfly meal Distribution – 12:30 pm • Meet at Social Hall
• village Chorus (Ages 6–14) – 1:00–2:30 pm • Community Room
• Adult ed: reading the bible from the middle – 1:30–2:30 pm • 

Sanctuary
• New member orientation — Nov 13 – 1:00–3:00 pm • 4th Floor 

Studio
• erasing racism – Nov 6 – 1:30–2:30 pm • 4th Floor Studio
• Praying Dangerously – Nov 6 – 1:30–2:30 pm • 4th Floor Classroom
• Money Talks – Nov 20 – 1:30–2:30 pm • 4th Floor Studio
• mothers & Spirituality – Nov 20 – 1:30–2:30 pm • 4th Floor Classroom
• Film Screening: RIKERS – Nov 13 – 2:00–4:00 pm • Sanctuary
• AA/Big Book Meeting – 7:00–8:00 pm • 4th Floor Studio

Mondays
• momentum meals – 11:00 am–1:00 pm • Lunch and Food Pantry / 

4:00–6:30 PM • Dinner and Food Pantry • Social Hall
• Acting Class – 6:30–8:00 pm • 3rd Floor Studio
• NA/Village Spiritual Workshop – 6:30–7:30 pm • 4th Floor Classroom

tuesdays
• Danita branam Dialogue: “How I See It…” Finding our Common 

Humanity – Nov 15 – 7:00 pm • Sanctuary
• Alateen – 7:00–8:00 pm • 4th Floor Classroom
• AA/Artists in recovery – 7:00–8:00 pm • 4th Floor Studio
• AA/Step meeting – 7:00–8:00 pm • 3rd Floor Studio
• Al-Anon – 7:30–9:00 pm • Community Room
• AA/Closed Discussion – 8:30–9:30 pm • 4th Floor Studio

Wednesdays
• mosaic – Nov 16 – 6:30–9:30 pm • Sanctuary • $20 donation
• Pub Theology – Nov 30 – 7:00–8:30 pm • Jimmy’s No. 43, 43 E. 7th
• meditation on the Lower east Side – 7:00–8:30 pm • Parlor
• NA/our Whole Lives Ahead of Us — 7:30–8:45 pm • 4th Floor

thursdays
• Debtors Anonymous – 12:30–1:30 pm • 4th Floor Classroom
• Creative Writing – 6:30–8:00 pm • 4th Floor Studio
• JJ Gospel Choir rehearsal – 7:00–8:30 pm • Community Room
• Al-Anon – 7:30–9:00 pm • 3rd Floor Studio

Church Office will be closed November 24–25 for Thanksgiving

Fridays
• Shul of NY Shabbat Services – Nov 4, 18 – 6:30–8:30 pm • Social Hall
• NA/It’s About Change — 6:30–8:00 pm • 3rd Floor Studio
• AA/Young and Wise Group – 8:00–9:00 pm • Community Room
• NA/Finally Found a Home — 8:30–9:30 pm • 4th Floor Studio

Saturdays
• Afternoon with brian mcLaren – Nov 5 – 1:00–4:30 pm • Sanctuary
• NA/meat and Potatoes – 6:30–8:00 pm • Community Room
• AA/Beginners – 7:00–8:00 pm • 3rd Floor Studio
• AA/open Discussion – 7:00–8:00 pm • 4th Floor Studio
• NA/SrA – 8:00–9:30 pm • 5th Floor Parlor
• AA/Closed Discussion – 8:30–9:30 pm • 4th Floor Studio

listening, dangerous prayer, and optional yoga. Our faith and our 
intentions will be celebrated and supported by our Middle sisters 
and brothers. Our Consistory invites you to deepen your connec-
tions and spiritual lives as a part of our vision for 2020.

With this year’s theme “Complete the Dream,” we will ask 
ourselves what it means to live out God’s dream for our lives and 
for our world. Our 9th annual spiritual retreat will be led by Lynn 
Min and Christina Fleming. Allison Mickelson will lead music.  

Middle member Mark Dendy said, “This retreat sets your 
spiritual course for the year. It offers many tools to make us ves-
sels for God’s grace and blessings. It makes us expectant of mira-
cles and bonds us closer to each other as a community.”

The registration fee of $275 includes round-trip bus trans-
port from Middle Church to Stony Point Retreat Center in Rock-
land County, New York, lodging for two nights, and meals on 
Saturday and Sunday. Rooms are double occupancy, with two 
twin beds in most rooms. We will depart from Middle Church (50 
E. 7th Street) on Friday at 6:00 pm by chartered bus and return to 
Middle Church on Sunday, January 8 by 5:00 pm.

Register at bit.ly/CompletetheDream by Sunday, Decem-
ber 4. Please consider sponsoring others to attend. 

revolutionary Love: Disruptive ethics 
to Dismantle racism
Friday, April 28–Sunday, April 30 at middle Church

We are called to be repairers of the breach. To dismantle racism. 
To come together. To strategize. To build our foundation. Join us 
as we learn practical tools and build relationships across gen-
erations. Activists, poets, preachers, prophets, teachers, writers, 
queer and straight folk of all faiths ready to make a change: bring 
your laments and your dreams. We must disrupt the narrative of 
white supremacy if we are to be free. Speakers include:
• Brian McLaren (The Great Spiritual Migration), a best-selling 

author recently featured recently in Nicholas Kristof’s column 
in The New York Times.

• Valarie Kaur, civil rights lawyer, Sikh activist, and filmmaker 
who uses storytelling for social change.

• The Rev. Dr. Miguel De La Torre, author of Liberating Sexual-
ity: Justice Between the Sheets and The U.S. Immigration Crisis: 
Toward an Ethics of Place.

• Lucia McBath, an activist for gun violence prevention. Her 
son Jordan Davis was gunned down at a convenience store 
over a confrontation about loud music. McBath has forgiven 
her son’s killer.

To register, visit bit.ly/RevLove2017. Registration is $399. Use 
code MCC2017 to get the special Middle-member rate of $100.

partnership update
As of October 20, 2016, Middle Church raised $94,331 toward our 
offering goal of $575,000 by June 30, 2017. We are 16% on our 
way to our goal at 31% of the program year. Please consider a 
weekly donation of at least $20. Thank you! 

Help us meet 
our goal!16%



Care Line For pastoral care emergencies, call 917-439-9268 to leave 
your urgent message in the Pastoral Care Mailbox. A Middle Church pastor 
will return your call as soon as she or he is able. Only Middle pastors have 
access to the Pastoral Care Mailbox. All messages are treated confidentially.

 Rev. Jacqueline J. Lewis, Ph.D., Senior Minister

sanctuary 112 Second Avenue (bet. 6th St. & 7th St.)
office 50 East 7th Street (bet. First Ave. & Second Ave.) 
 New York, NY 10003
telephone 212-477-0666
care line 917-439-9268
website middlechurch.org
email middleinfo@middlechurch.org
follow us! facebook.com/MiddleCollegiateChurch 
 twitter.com/middlechurch 
 youtube.com/MiddleNYC

Middle Collegiate Church is a celebrating, culturally diverse, 
inclusive, and growing community of faith where all persons are welcomed 
just as they are as they come through the door. Rooted in Christian tradition 
as the oldest continuous Protestant Church in North America, Middle 
Church is called by God to boldly do a new thing on the earth.

As a teaching congregation that celebrates the arts, our ministries 
include rich and meaningful worship, care, and education that nurture the 
mind, body, and spirit, social action which embraces the global community, 
and participation in interfaith dialogue for the purpose of justice and 
reconciliation.

50 East  7th  St reet  •  New York ,  NY 10003

Complete the Dream JANuArY 6–8, 2017
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