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The message of Hanukka 2018/5779
The Hanukka lights, which are kindled in the darkness of night,
recall to our minds memories of the past: the war in which the
Hashmonayim waged against huge Greek/Assyrian armies,
their victory, the dedication of the Temple, the rekindling of the
Menorah, the small quantity of oil that lasted for eight days, etc. Let
us picture ourselves members of the small group of Hashmonayim
in those days. We are under the domination of a powerful Assyrian
King; many of our brethren have left us and accepted the idolatries
and way of life of the enemy. However, our leaders, the
Hashmonayim, do not commence action by comparing
numbers and weapons, and weighing our chances of victory.
A cruel enemy has invaded the Holy Temple. The Torah and our faith
are in grave danger. The enemy has trampled upon everything holy
to us and is trying to force us to accept his way of life, which is that
of idol worship, injustice, and similar traits altogether foreign to us.
There is but one thing for us to do - to adhere closer to our religion
and precepts, and to fight against the enemy even if we have to
die in this fight. And wonder of wonders! The huge Syrian armies
are beaten, the vast Syrian Empire is defeated, and our victory is
complete. This chapter of our history has repeated itself
frequently. We, as Jews, have always been outnumbered; many
tyrants attempted to destroy us because of our faith. Sometimes
they aimed their poisoned arrows at our bodies, sometimes at our
souls, and, sad to say, many of our brethren have for one reason or

Sevivon

another turned away from G-d and His Torah and tried to
make life easier by accepting the rule of the conqueror.
We are living in challenging times for the Jewish Nation. We have
recently experienced a revival of anti-Semitism here in the
United States. Many of them via social media, threats against
Jewish Institutions worldwide and the unfortunate tragedy in
Pittsburgh. We are suffering a constant threat of terrorism and
war from our surrounding enemies in the land of Israel. H-shem
however, continues to perform endless miracles for us, as we see
each time His hand redirects the numerous missiles, 400 to count,
that were launched recently into our Holy Land. We must always
be like the faithful band of Hashmonayim, and remember that
there is always a drop of “pure olive oil” hidden deep in the heart
of every Jew, which when kindled has the potential to burst into a
big flame. This drop of “pure olive oil” is the “Perpetual Light” that
must and will pierce the darkness of our present times, until every
one of us will behold the fulfillment of the prophet’s promise for
our ultimate redemption and triumph. Like in the days of the
Hashmonayim “the wicked will once again be conquered by the
righteous, and the arrogant by those who follow G-d’s laws and our
people Israel will have a great salvation.”

Rabbi Yosef Galimidi

Customs of Hanukka

The Sevivon is a spinning top with Hebrew letters “Nun”, ‘Gimmal”, “Heh” and “Shin,”
inscribed on each of the four sides. The letters stand for Nes Gadol Hayah Sham, A Great
Miracle Happened There. After the Menorah is lit, family members customarily play with the
Sevivon. One reason given for this custom is to remember the children, who studied Torah
even though it was prohibited. When the Greek soldiers would come near their place of study, they would hide their
Jewish books and fool the soldiers with the tops or Sevivon. Another interesting fact is that the numerical value of the
four letters on the Sevivon (Nun, Gimmal, Heh, and Shin) adds up to 358, the same value as in the word Mashiah.

OILY AND DAIRY FOODS
It is customary during the holiday to eat oily foods such as sufganiot or doughnuts,
pancakes etc. These foods remind us of the miracle of the flask of oil that was found in
the Temple and how it miraculously stayed lit for eight days. It is also customary to eat
dairy foods because Yehudit, daughter of Yohanan the High Priest, was taken captive to
be defiled by the Greek ruler Holofernes. She fed him cheese (to make him thirsty) and
wine (to quench his thirst); and after getting him drunk she killed him. This was one of
the events that sparked the Maccabim uprising.

The Laws of Hanukka

“One who is careful with the lighting of the Hanukka candles,
will merit having sons who are Talmideh Hachamim”.
1. Hanukka candle lighting schedule for all eight nights is included in this booklet.
2. It is preferred to use olive oil and cotton wicks commemorating the menorah in the
Beit Hamikdash. However, wax candles are also permissible, electric lights are not. Use
olive oil or candles, large enough to burn until half an hour after nightfall, for the lights of
the Menorah. Best time to light the candles is 15 minutes after sunset. If one was not able
to light until later, he can still recite the Beracha on the Menorah until dawn.

3. On the first night one kindles the light on the extreme right. On the following night another
light is added to the left of that and is lit first, followed by the light in the menorah which he had
lit on the previous night. On each night an additional light is added to the left of the light which has
been lit previously.

4. The “Shamash” (service candle) is lit last, and placed in its special spot. (Some have the custom
to light an Extra Shamash every night.) The Shamash may be used to light the Hanukka lights and
one may derive benefit from its light. The Hanukka lights themselves may not be used for any
other purpose.
5. Before kindling, recite the appropriate blessings, and after kindling the first candle recite, Hanerot Halalu “We kindle
these lights…” followed by Mizmor Shir Hanukat Habayit LeDavid, tehilim, chapter 30.
6. Men and women are obligated to light the Menorah; however, only one Menorah needs to be lit per household. It is
ideal that all members of the family are present at the lighting. The custom is that the head of the household lights the
first candle, and then the rest of the family to continue lighting.
7. The Hanukka lights are kindled either in the front window or by a doorway across from the Mezuzah.
8. On Friday afternoon, (this year, the 6th candle of Hanukka, December 7th, the Hanukka lights must burn until 1/2 hour
after nightfall) they have to be kindled before the Shabbat candles are lit. Also according to the Halacha, it is preferable
to do Minha before Hanukka lighting. We are planning to have one early Minyan Minha (2:00 pm) and a regular Minha
(5:05 pm) for that Friday. In the event that someone can not make the early Minha, don’t pray Minha at home, just light
the candles and recite Minha in the Synagogue at the regular time.
**Note: From the time the Shabbat candles are lit until Shabbat ends and the Habdalah (separation between Shabbat and weekday)
prayer is recited, the Hanukka Menorah should not be lit, moved or prepared.

9. In the Synagogue on Saturday night, the Hanukka lights are lit before Habdalah, at home recite Habdalah first, and
then light the Hanukka candles.
10. During Hanukka, it is appropriate to partake of more beautiful meals, to increase one’s good deeds, and generally to
talk of the ancient miracles.
11. All work matters, may be carried out on Hanukka, but people generally refrain from household duties during the first
30 minutes of the Hanukka lights being lit.
12. For the entire eight days of Hanukka, it is forbidden to fast or to eulogize.
13. If one is a guest at someone’s house (and staying there), one should give the owner a small amount of money to buy
a portion in his or her candles and one may fulfill the obligation through the owner.

14. It is customary to light a Menorah in the Synagogue every evening. It is placed at the southern wall of the Synagogue,
in imitation of the Menorah in the Temple in Jerusalem.
15. The Menorah was a central feature of the Bet Hamikdash, and its lights served as a source of light from evening until
morning.

Lighting the Menorah
On Hanukka, the Festival of Lights, we light candles each night to celebrate the miracle which G-d performed
for the Macabbees. We begin with one candle on the first night, and add one candle each night for eight nights.
In addition, we light the Shamash, an extra candle each night. The reason for the Shamash is that we are not
allowed to use the light of the Hanukka candles. By lighting an extra candle, we ensure that if we accidently use
the light, we are using the light of the Shamash.
On the first night, we recite three Berachot prior to lighting the Menorah. After the first night, we only recite two
Berachot.
The first candle is placed on the far right of the Menorah. Every night the new candle is placed to its left. The
new candle is lit first, followed by the remaining candles from left to right. The blessings are said each night; the
candles are lit immediately after reciting the blessings.

1st Blessing: Baruch atah … Asher kide’shanu
be-mitz-vo-tav ve-tzivanu le-hadlik ner Hanukka.
Praised are You, O Lord, Our G-d, and King
of the Universe, Who sanctified us with His
commandments and commanded us to kindle the
Hanukka lights.

2nd Blessing: Baruch atah … she-asah nisim
la’avotenu, ba-yamim ha-hem, ba-zeman ha-zeh.
Praised are You, O Lord, Our G-d, King of the universe, who performed wondrous deeds for
our fathers, in ancient days, at this season.

On the first night of Hanukka- there is a 3rd blessing:
This year, Hanukka starts on Sunday night – December 2nd, 2018,
the following special blessing is also recited:
3rd Blessing: Baruch atah … she-hehe’yanu, ve-kiye’manu, ve-higi’anu la-zeman ha-zeh.
Praised are You, O Lord, Our God, King of the universe, Who has kept us in life, sustained
Us, and enabled us to reach this season.
Each night, after the new candle is lit we say “Hanerot Halalu...” It is customary to recite the beautiful Hanukka
song “Ma’oz Tzur...” after candle lighting.

Special Prayers
No Ana’ / Tahanun is recited during Hanukka. Ye’hee Shem only.
During the eight days of Hanukka, the entire Hallel is said.
During the eight days of Hanukka, the passage Al Hanissim, is added to the
Amidah and Birkat Hamazon. If one mistakenly omitted Al Hanissim, one does
not go back once he started the next beracha, by saying Baruch Atah H-shem.
The Torah is read every day. The readings recall the offerings brought by the
Prince of each Tribe at the time of the dedication of the Mishkan, the Tabernacle.
Beginning Tuesday Night, December 4 in the Amidah recite Barech Alenu until
1st day of Pesah.

2018 Hanukka Candle Lighting Times
CAnDLe
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th

DAY
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

DATe
Dec. 2
Dec. 3
Dec. 4
Dec. 5
Dec. 6
Dec. 7
Dec. 8
Dec. 9

TiMe
After 5:45 PM
After 5:45 PM
After 5:45 PM
After 5:45 PM
After 5:45 PM
Before 5:11 PM
After 6:11 PM
After 5:45 PM

1st light at night
Candle lighting
after 5:45 pm

HANUKKA

24 KISLEV

9

8th light at night
Candle lighting
after 5:45 pm

HANUKKA

Rosh Hodesh Tebet

1 TEBET

Hanukka Party
for the entire
family
2 - 5 pm

2

SUNDAY

2nd light at night
Candle lighting
after 5:45 pm

HANUKKA

25 KISLEV

Kitab Special
Boys Class
6-12 yrs old
6:15 pm

3

MONDAY

4

Begin
Barech Alenu
at Night

3rd light at night
Candle lighting
after 5:45 pm

HANUKKA

26 KISLEV

TUESDAY

DECEMBER 2018

4th light at night
Candle lighting
after 5:45 pm

HANUKKA

27 KISLEV

Special Young
Girls Group
with Morah Orly
6:15 pm

Kitab Special
Teens Class
with R. Azancot
8:00 pm

Kitab Special
Boys Class
6-12 yrs old
6:15 pm

5

WEDNESDAY

6
5th light at night
Candle lighting
after 5:45 pm

HANUKKA

28 KISLEV

THURSDAY

6th light at night
Candle lighting
before 5:11 pm

HANUKKA

29 KISLEV

Edmond J. Safra
Boys Choir
Performance

Shabbat Hanukka
Dinner

7

FRIDAY

7th light at night
Candle lighting
after 6:11 pm

HANUKKA

Rosh Hodesh Tebet

30 KISLEV

Parshat Mikess

8

SATURDAY

5779 KISLEV-TEBET

