
 

     Clad in a pair of work boots, khaki shorts, and a white t-shirt, Saint John’s  

Hospice (SJH) resident Abraham might not look as though he’s about to embark on 

a 50-mile bike ride, but that’s exactly what he’s going to do. 

     In 2005, Abraham was living on the street. Things were difficult enough, but 

nothing could compare to the anguish of losing both of his parents that year. He 

needed to heal. “I’ve always loved bikes,” Abraham says, “so I started riding long  

distance to cope.” He was soon cycling 25 miles along the Schuykill River Trail to   

Phoenixville, and 25 miles back each day. 

     In 2016, Abraham began coming to the SJH Coffee House, an overnight shelter 

for 27 men who experience chronic homelessness. For 5 months, he would check in 

at 10:00 PM and wake up at 5:00 AM to leave for his bike ride. “The biking cleared 

my head,” he says. 

     But something was still missing. After 5 months at the Coffee House, he was able 

to move into the Saint John’s Hospice residential program. There, he found a          

community of staff, volunteers, and fellow residents who care about each other. 

“Saint John’s is the best place I’ve ever been. I have been able to rest, recuperate, 

and work towards my goals in a safe and loving environment. I am so thankful for 

my time here.” 

     Shortly after Abraham moved in, SJH Director of Development Kris Jaeger met 

Steve Maluk of Neighborhood Bike Works (NBW) at a United Way event. NBW is a nonprofit in West Philadelphia whose  

mission is to inspire youth and strengthen Philadelphia communities by providing  

equitable access to bicycling and bike repair through education, recreation, leadership, 

and career-building opportunities.  Maluk told Jaeger 

that NBW didn’t offer any programs specifically for 

people experiencing homelessness, but that he would 

love to meet with management at SJH to explore ways 

that they could partner. After meeting with the team 

at SJH, Steve generously offered 2 spots in a bike  

repair class at NBW for SJH residents. Abraham  

enrolled immediately, immersing himself in a  

community of people who shared his passion for  

bicycles. “At NBW,” Abraham says, “I was able to 

learn new skills and  connect with a great  

community.”  

     Since the class ended in March, Abraham has been volunteering at NBW three nights per 

week. He helps repair bicycles and teaches people how to repair their own. “I like giving back,” 

Abraham says, “and I love working with bikes.”  

     “It’s been extremely gratifying to work with Abraham,” says Maluk. “We believe in the  

power of bikes, and it’s been awesome to help him get more out of his bike and bike repair 

skills.” Two new SJH residents started the next NBW repair class in June 2018.  
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A WORD FROM OUR PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

     Thanks to you, our loyal and dedicated family of donors,  

Saint John’s Hospice was able to exceed this year’s  

Annual Appeal goal of $700,000 by 20% with a  

closing total to date of  $840,000!  To one a nd a ll 

we say, “THANK YOU!” Together, we will continue to  

provide essential and life-sustaining services to our homeless  

brothers who are suffering and in need. Your generous  

support makes a difference in the lives of so many, and we 

are deeply grateful for all that you do. Thank you for being a 

vital part of the Saint John's Hospice community. 

ANNUAL APPEAL EXCEEDS GOAL BY $140,000 

     I want to briefly feature a man who works hard and gives his money to  

support the hungry and the homeless, often accompanied by  

encouraging words. He also tries to help get jobs for our homeless men. 

He is a gentleman to everyone he meets. Just by looking at him you feel 

peace, and you get a glimpse of God’s love shining through his eyes. 

     You probably guessed that I am focusing on one of our wonderful  

volunteers. Actually, I am describing one of our residents. Despite being 

an example of love, he often feels the hurtful judgment of others once 

they discover that he had been in prison. The pain is raw and deep and        

produces tears. He told me he feared that the staff of SJH would join 

those who judge harshly. Fortunately, our staff is not  judgmental like 

that. They really do believe in our mission to give our men opportunities 

for new beginnings. 

     I know that our many supporters also believe in new beginnings for 
our men. Thank you for making this possible. Because of your generous  
support, our Annual Appeal totals $840,000 this year. That is a huge  
success! These critical funds allow us to feed, clothe, and house our  

brothers, and help create a space where men can start anew, not under a harsh 
light of judgment, but in the healing light of God’s love. 
 
 

 

David Stier, SJH Program Director 

 OUR MISSION  

Saint John’s Hospice  

seeks to be a community  

grounded in faith and service  

where homeless persons  

find dignity, respect, nourishment,  

and opportunities  

for new beginnings. 

“Homeless Jesus” statue by sculptor, Timothy Schmaltz 

a gift from the George C. Beyer Family 

 

 



     The immortal lyrics of Bill Withers never rang so true:  “Lean on me, when 

you’re not strong, and I’ll be your friend, I’ll help you carry on.” No one                

understands the feeling of needing a friend more than the residents of the         

Good Shepherd Program (GSP) at Saint John’s Hospice. Good Shepherd, an   

emergency shelter for medically fragile homeless men, has been providing  

services and support for over twenty years. GSP Program Supervisor Barry  

Martin is the founder and organizer of a group of musicians, known by all as  

the Good Shepherd Singers. 

     “The GSP Singers were 

created with the intention of 

giving the residents of Good Shepherd a creative outlet,” says Martin. 

The GSP Singers have performed at private fundraisers and city-wide 

events. This past December, the group performed at the Homeless   

Memorial Celebration held in Thomas Paine Plaza in Center City,    

Philadelphia. Hundreds of people gathered to honor the lives of our 

deceased homeless brothers and sisters.  The Good Shepherd Singers 

make us proud as they proclaim in song our mission of service to the 

homeless of Philadelphia. 

 LIFTING THEIR VOICES  

 

 IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR FRIENDS AND DONORS 
Dr. Richard Barr  

Paul Bollendorf  

Alice Briggs 

Peter Cahill  

Mark Carchidi  

James Clark  

Mildred Clark  

Joan Cochrane  

James Ellis  

Carla Garrison 

Brendan Gray  

Corinne B. Hill  

Ted Hudson  

Caroline Teresa Jenda 

Christopher Kroger  

Mary Marlowe  

James Marsh  

Loretta Montgomery  

Adrienne Neye 

Mary Ellen O’Keefe 

Bernadette Pilacik 

Sohhab Rabii  

William Raftery  

Philip Romanick  

George W. Stairiker 

Ed Stzepek 

William Tidd 

Stefanie Zahaczewski 

  

A legacy or bequest gift through your will or estate enables Saint John’s Hospice to provide life-sustaining services      

for men experiencing homelessness in Philadelphia today, and far into the future.                                                                                                                                                                            

For more information, please contact Kris Jaeger at kjaeger@chs-adphila.org or call 215.563.7763 

     Corinne B. (Brescia) Hill, a long-time and loyal supporter of Saint John’s Hospice, 

passed away suddenly on Thursday, February 8, 2018 at her residence in Wayne, PA. 

She was 77. Corinne is remembered by her friends at Saint John’s for her kind heart, 

generous nature, and love for the Saint John's Hospice mission.  Kris Jaeger of SJH  

remembers Corinne’s loyal support: “Whether it was a donation of  homemade cakes, 

peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, or a contribution to our Annual Appeal, Corinne’s 

support was always genuine and heartfelt. We all miss her very much.”  

     Corinne would purchase Christmas gifts each year for the men of the SJH Coffee 

House, an emergency drop-in service where chronically homeless men can spend the 

night in a safe and welcoming environment. Hanif Jackson, SJH Coffee House  

Supervisor, says that he remembers Corinne for her warm heart and deep  

concern for the coffeehouse guests. “Her loving presence was felt by all of the men,” 

Hanif said, “She will be truly missed.” Our sincerest condolences go out to the entire 

Hill family for their loss.  

     Corinne was a great friend of Saint John’s Hospice and will always be remembered 

for her generosity and compassion for our men. She will forever hold a special place in 

the hearts of our Saint John’s community. 

 

Corinne B. Hill 

(1940-2018)                                

SJH Loyal Donor & Friend 

REMEMBERING CORINNE B. HILL 

 

 

GSP Singers perform for the Sisters of 

St. Francis of Philadelphia at Neumann 

University 

GSP Singers with Pope Francis 



  

 

A FRIENDLY SUPER BOWL WAGER 

 SUPER BOWL CHOWDER  

     Before the Philadelphia Eagles and New England Patriots faced off in                

Super Bowl LII, Archbishop Charles Chaput of Philadelphia and             

Cardinal Sean O’Malley of Boston— both Capuchin Friars and friends from 

their seminary days together — decided to place a friendly wager. Archbishop 

Chaput agreed to donate $100 to Catholic Charities of Boston if the Patriots won, 

and Cardinal O’Malley to donate $100 to 

Saint John’s Hospice if the Eagles won.  

Chaput and O’Malley issued a joint       

statement explaining the bet in which they 

said, “Each year the Super Bowl is 

viewed by millions of people 

throughout the world. In the spirit of friendly competition, we have issued our wager 

because we have confidence in our teams and more importantly, based on our         

admiration for the commitment of the Philadelphia Eagles and the New England  

Patriots to assist their local communities and respond to the needs of the less  

fortunate.”  

     As you now know, the Philadelphia Eagles won Super Bowl LII and a donation of 

$100 was received by SJH from Cardinal Sean O’Malley. Thanks Archbishop Chaput 

and Cardinal O’Malley for your good sportsmanship in support of SJH!                              

     Just days before Super Bowl LII, Rocco Palmo, a well-known Catholic 

reporter and author of “Whispers in the Loggia,” a blog covering global 

Catholic news, appeared on The Catholic TV Network to wage a Super 

Bowl bet with Bishop Robert Reed of Boston.  If the Patriots won, Rocco 

would donate Philly Pretzels to a charitable organization of Bishop Reed’s 

choosing. If the Eagles won, Bishop Reed would do the same with New 

England Clam Chowder for 

a charitable  organization in 

Philadelphia. Rocco chose 

Saint John’s Hospice as 

the beneficiary of this 

friendly wager because of its mission and good work.   

     On Wednesday, February 14th, just over a week after the Eagles brought 

the Lombardi Trophy back 

to the City of Brotherly 

Love, Bishop Reed sent New 

England Clam Chowder 

from Legal Sea Foods, a 

popular restaurant chain, to be served to 300 men and staff at Saint John’s 

Hospice. Rocco came to help serve at a Super Bowl celebration held in the 

Saint John’s Hospice dining hall. Despite having won the wager, Rocco 

still sent Philly Pretzels to St. Francis House, a multi-service shelter in 

Boston.  After the celebration ended, an anonymous donor made a $1,000  

contribution to SJH in Rocco’s name in recognition of this generous wager 

between friends. Thank you, Rocco and Bishop Reed, for your support of 

SJH! We look forward to more clam chowder this February! Go Eagles!  

 

Cardinal Sean O’Malley, O.F.M. Cap. 

Archbishop Charles Chaput,    

O.F.M. Cap 

SJH resident enjoying the Super bowl victory 

 SJH staff celebrating the big win! 

SJH Volunteers Michael Varzally,               

Joann Rothong & Rocco Palmo 

 

 



 

     After serving a thirty-year term in Graterford Prison, Gabby was released, only to find 

himself homeless and alone. During that difficult time, he turned to Saint John’s for  

support:  “When I got out of prison, I had nowhere to go and didn’t know anyone. Saint 

John’s welcomed me. They were the family and the support that I needed.” Saint John’s 

supported Gabby by providing food, clothing, case management, and a sense of         

community. Thanks to your generous support of the St. John Neumann Boot Drive,  

Gabby received a beautiful new pair of boots. “When I saw the new boots, I thought 

‘WOW!, are they for me?’ It was the nicest thing anyone had done for me in a long 

while.”  

     Thank you to all of our generous donors who give so loyally to this amazing cause. 

Please know that your contribution goes directly to hundreds of men each year, who  

receive new boots, underwear and socks— men just like Gabby.  

 

 

WELCOME, NEW CORPORATE PARTNERS! 

 

BOOT DRIVE BENEFICIARY 

     Saint John’s Hospice is proud to welcome Ernst & Young (EY) and WHYY as new Corporate Partners! In September 

2017, 12 members of the EY staff served lunch and engaged in a Q+A session with management at SJH as part of their  

annual corporate day of giving. This annual event led to scheduling of a monthly day of service at Saint John’s for EY.  

 

     WHYY contacted Saint John’s in the fall of 2017 to find out more about 

our work and to explore ways to get involved. The enthusiastic response 

from WHYY employees also led to a monthly day of service for them. 

Thanks so much to Ernst and Young and WHYY for their service and  

dedication to Saint John’s Hospice!  

                           

 

For more information on how to become a Corporate Partner,                

please contact Marty Farrell, Community Relations Coordinator,                    

at mfarrell@chs-adphila.org.  

 

     Meet one of our newest volunteers, Nicole Munoz!  Originally from Choteau, 

Montana, a small town just south of Glacier National Park, Nicole is currently  

pursuing her masters degree in the  

Interdisciplinary Health Science Program 

at Drexel University, with hopes of  

attending medical school in the near  

future.  

     In late 2017, Nicole contacted  

Catholic Social Services of Philadelphia in 

search of a place to volunteer. “I              

specifically wanted to work with the   

homeless population,” she says. Nicole’s 

first day couldn’t have come at a more exciting time. The Eagles had just won 

the Super Bowl, and Saint John’s was buzzing with excitement.  That first day 

has been Nicole’s fondest memory at SJH, but she has enjoyed every week 

since. “I look forward to seeing all of the wonderful people and greeting  

familiar faces in the lunch line,” she says; “I leave SJH feeling refreshed and 

full of joy every week.” Thank you, Nicole, for all that you do! Welcome to our SJH team! 

 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

 

 

SJH volunteer Nicole Munoz 

Gabby with his new boots 

Nicole serving at the lunch line 



     Join the SJH & Good Shepherd family of friends and supporters at the 

fourth annual Saint John’s Hospice Fall Fling Gala! This year ’s 

event will be held on Friday, September 21st at 7:30 p.m. at the beautiful 

American Swedish Historical Museum located in FDR Park at 1900  

Pattison Avenue.  Celebrate with us under the stars while enjoying  

amazing silent and live auctions, open bar, and delicious food provided by 

Tootsie’s Salad  

Express.  

     At this year’s 

event, we are  

incredibly excited to 

be honoring  

Philadelphia 

FIGHT  as our  2018 Saint John ’s Hospice Partner in Mission 

award recipient. This award is given each year to a person or  

organization whose work with the homeless community of  

Philadelphia aligns with the mission and good work of Saint John’s 

Hospice. Since 2014, Philadelphia FIGHT has partnered with the 

Good Shepherd Program and Saint John’s Hospice to provide care 

and support to homeless men living with HIV/AIDS.  

     Come celebrate with us! Because of your  support,       

Saint John’s Hospice is able to continue to provide help and hope to      

thousands of homeless men year after year. You can register now online at www.SaintJohnsHospice.org.  

We look forward to seeing you in September!  

 

 

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL FALL FLING GALA 

SJH supporters at the 2017 Fall Fling Gala 

American Swedish Historical Museum  

 GRANT FROM THE CONNELLY FOUNDATION FUNDS   
RENNOVATED TECHNOLOGY CENTER FOR SJH & GSP 

     Saint John’s Hospice and The Good Shepherd Program  

graciously thank the Connelly Foundation for their generous 

$22,000 grant towards the renovation of our Residential  

Technology Center.  

     As an organization, we are always working to meet the needs 

of our residents and guests. In a rapidly advancing society, it is 

crucial that we provide the people we serve with the resources 

necessary to keep up with the world around them. The new  

center will enable our residents to access email, employment  

opportunities, housing openings, benefits, public transportation 

schedules, and health information. Ultimately, it will allow those 

who have been left  

behind to find their 

new place in society 

and become productive and engaged members of their community.  

     The original Residential Technology Center at Saint John’s Hospice was  

installed in 2003 and updated in 2008. Of the ten computers in the original 

center, six were still functioning. This grant will allow us to purchase and     

install new lighting, woodwork, paint, countertops, chairs, computers and a  

wireless printer.  

     With the help and support of our friends at VitalNetix, a leading  

technology consulting organization, renovations began on the 11th of June and 

are slated to be complete by August 2018. Tune into our Facebook page for 

updates throughout the entire process! 

Residential Tech Center before renovations 

Residential Tech Center before renovations 

 

 

 



     Each day, the Saint John’s Hospice (SJH) and Good Shepherd Program 

(GSP) provide life-sustaining services to hundreds of homeless men—       

such as 3,000 hot meals and 200 showers with clean clothing each week to 

homeless men, mailroom services for 1,200 men without an address, case 

management for 100 men each week through our Day Services  

Program, shelter for 52 men in our residential programs and emergency 

shelter for 27 chronically homeless men every night of the year in our Coffee 

House/Emergency Drop-in  

Center, as well as nursing care 

and mental health counseling 

available to all of our clients.  

This is only possible  

because of your support.     

Saint John’s would not be able to  

continue this work without the generosity of our family of donors and  

volunteers.   

     Because of this, we would like to say thank you to everyone who has  

donated in any way to our mission at SJH and GSP. Whether it is through 

your gift to the annual appeal, making casseroles, volunteering at our lunch 

service, or keeping us in your prayers, it is because of your contribution and 

support that the doors of Saint John’s remain open to all, and we are able to 

continue its mission to provide support to the homeless community with 

dignity, respect and opportunities for new beginnings.  

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT 

 

 

Volunteers from St. John the Baptist Parish 

The Philadelphia Bar Association,  

Workers’ Compensation Section  

 NURSING STUDENTS FROM                                                       
GWYNEDD MERCY UNIVERSITY SERVE AT SJH  

     On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays every summer and fall, nursing        

students and their professors from Gwynedd Mercy University generously   

volunteer their time and expertise to brighten the lives of our residents, 

day services guests, and the whole Saint John’s Hospice Family. From 

serving lunch in the kitchen, to distributing clothing and toiletries in the 

yard, to taking blood pressures in the dining room, the Gwynedd nursing 

students help Saint 

John’s Hospice provide 

essential, life-sustaining 

services to men  

experiencing  

homelessness in  

Philadelphia.       

     In addition to serving with their classmates, the  

nursing students from Gwynedd have also organized various drives on 

their own to benefit Saint John’s Hospice. Currently, the nursing  

department at Gwynedd is working with SJH to expand their volunteer 

program in order to provide a wider variety of health-related services for 

our residents and guests.  

     This fall, nursing students will provide educational courses on         

health-related subjects for the residents of Saint John’s Hospice and the 

Good Shepherd Program.  

From everyone at SJH and GSP, thank you to our GMU friends for your commitment and service to our 

mission! 

A nursing student from Gwynedd takes 

the blood pressure of an SJH guest 

Nursing students from Gwynedd 

 

 



 

Save the Date 
Friday, September 21, 2018   

Seven-thirty in the evening 

 

Fall Fling Gala 

2018 Saint John's Hospice  

www.SaintJohnsHospice.org 

American Swedish Historical Museum • 1900 Pattison Avenue, Philadelphia 

Be sure to mark your calendar 

 and join us for an evening of  

delicious food & cocktails 

and amazing silent & live auctions. 

 

 

Proceeds from this event will fund the  

Saint John’s Hospice  

Residential Program,  

Coffee House & Day Services Programs,  

and The Good Shepherd Program. 

Free Parking at the event!  

See you in September! 

Saint John’s Hospice                                 

1221 Race Street 

Phone: 215.563.7763 
Fax: 215.563.0108 
www.saintjohnshospice.org  
(Please notify us of address corrections.)  

United Way 

Donor Option #272 

Will your employer match your gift?  

Ask now to increase the impact  

of your contribution!

Interested in Volunteering  

at Saint John’s Hospice?  

Contact Community Relations Coordinator  

Marty Farrell at 

mfarrell@chs-adphila.org 

215.563.7763, ext. 133 
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