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Rev. Robert Kennedy, S.J., Roshi, is professor emeritus of theology at St. Peter's 
University in Jersey City, N.J., where he lives with the Jesuit Community. He is also 
one of only three known Jesuit priests in the world who has also been installed as a Zen 
roshi (master teacher). Fr. Kennedy holds doctorates in theology and psychology, and 
has published two books on the intersection of Christianity and Zen Buddhism: “Zen 
Spirit, Christian Spirit: The Place of Zen in Christian Life” (Bloomsbury Academic, 
1995) and “Zen Gifts to Christians”(Continuum, 2001). Fr. Kennedy’s practice 
embodies the principles articulated in the Jesuit statement on mission and interreligious 
dialogue which calls the Jesuits to engage in a dialogue of life, action, religious 
experience, and theological exchange. 
He has lived his mission of conversation and collaboration in Mexico, Ecuador, 
England, Wales, Ireland and several centers in the United States. Joining the Jesuits in 
1951, immediately following his graduation from Xavier High School in New York 
City, Fr. Kennedy studied and taught in Japan for eight years and was ordained a priest 
in Tokyo in 1965. He studied with three Zen masters: Yamada roshi of Kamakura, 
Japan, Maezumi roshi of Los Angeles, and Glassman roshi of the Zen Peacemaker Order 
in New York. Glassman roshi installed Kennedy as a Zen teacher (sensei) in 1991 and 
as a Roshi in 1997.  
 
 
Rev. Robert Kennedy, S.J. Roshi, Will be receiving an Honorary Degree From St. 
Peter’s College, Jersey City at the Commencement Exercises – Monday, May 22, 
2017.  
 
The second honorary degree recipient, Fr. Kennedy, is the only American Jesuit 
priest who is a Zen Master. As such he well embodies the priority given to 
interreligious work by every Pope since the Second Vatican Council. Our present 
Holy Father Francis calls our collaboration with other religions of the world a 
dialogue of fraternity. 
 
Fr. Kennedy directs a Zen practice center in Jersey City that he calls Morning 
Star, a name that has deep resonance in both Buddhist and Catholic traditions. 
He previously served as the chairperson of the theology department at Saint 
Peter’s, where he also taught theology and Japanese for 40 years. Fr. Kennedy 
is a practicing psychoanalyst, author, noted speaker and conducts Zen retreats 
both nationally and internationally. 
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