Save Money&
Go Green by Joining
Future Green
Energy Consortium

With roughly 75 percent of a school district’s
budget dedicated to personnel, it’s imperative for
superintendents to find savings within the other
25 percent.
That’s why the Illinois Association of School
Administrators, Illinois Association of School
Boards and Illinois Association of School
Business Officials partnered together to not only
save districts money, but also make buildings
more environmentally responsible.
The Future Green Energy Consortium is a new
joint initiative to provide members with renewable
electric power solutions at a low cost.
“If you’re saving money and financially being
a good steward and environmentally a good
steward, we think that is a good combination,”
IASA Executive Director Dr. Brent Clark said.
Learn more about this exciting initiative by reading
this Q&A or visiting Future Green online. If you are
interested in signing up or have any questions,
call Todd Main of Future Green at 708–738–7365 or
email him at todd@future-green.org.

&A.
Q.

is Future Green Energy Consortium?
Q What
FGEC is a not-for-profit (501c3) initiative of the Illinois

Association of School Administrators, the Illinois Association
of School Boards, and the Illinois Association of School
Business Officials.
These innovative organizations have joined together to
provide their members with renewable electric power
solutions that have a lower cost, stable long-term prices and
are environmentally responsible.

are the members?
Q Who
There are two levels of membership: General and small

subscriber. General membership in FGEC is open to
Illinois school districts and other related organizations.
Small subscriber membership is open to any individual
affiliated with a general member. This includes households,
employees, businesses etc.

does it work?
Q How
When a member joins FGEC and switches their electricity

service over, they immediately begin to receive a 15-percent
savings in the supply portion of their monthly electricity
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bill. Delivery costs and other fees will stay the same. This
introductory period is available in a two-year contract, but we
also offer a “Smart Choice” longer-term contract with more
opportunities to save.
Illinois School District “A” uses 1,000,000 kWh per year and they
pay $0.06 per kWh. Their annual bill = $60,000 (1,000,000 kWh
used x 0.06 per kWh = $60,000). 15 percent FGEC introductory
rate savings = $9,000 ($60,000 x 0.15%).
New annual bill = $51,000 at a rate $0.051 per kWh.

is a Smart Choice contract?
QWhat
“Smart Choice” rate: Within one year we will transition your

power to 100 percent renewable sources. Your price will remain
the same or be lower over the 20-year length of your contract.
Renewable sources of electricity allow us to lock in member
savings for the long term. Smart Choice members also are
eligible for participation in the Small Subscriber Program and
the Behind-the-Meter Program.
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Smart Choice–Benefit Level One

FGEC members can lock in their savings for the long term
and avoid future price increases.
Illinois Public School District “A” uses 1,000,000 kWh
per year and they pay $0.06 per kWh. Their annual bill =
$60,000 (1,000,000 kWh used x 0.06 per kWh = $60,000).
15 percent FGEC introductory rate savings $9,000 ($60,000
x 15% = $9,000).
20 year “Smart Choice L1” savings = $180,000.
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benefits. For each small subscriber a school signs up,
the school will receive additional financial benefits. The
financial benefits depend on a number of factors that are
specific to the school and small subscriber; however, if
enough small subscribers sign up through the schools,
the financial benefits could in fact offset a portion or
entirety of that school’s utility bill.

Smart Choice–Benefit Level Two
(Small Subscriber Program)

FGEC members can offer the individual households they
are affiliated with the opportunity to enjoy a 10 percent
savings on the supply portion of their respective monthly
electricity bill.
The Jones family currently pays $86 per mWh for electricity
supply and have an average use of 18 mWh a year.
• Their monthly bill is: $129
• As an FGEC member affiliate they receive at 10-percent
savings off their current rate: $12.90
• The Jones family now pays $ 116.10 per mWh for
electricity supply: $116.10
• Their “Smart Choice L2” annual savings: $154.80
The Small Subscriber Program also provides the opportunity
for FGEC members (schools) to access further financial
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Smart Choice–Benefit Level Three
(Behind-the-Meter Program)

This program allows FGEC members the opportunity
to enjoy additional savings by developing and operating
renewable electricity generation on site. Solar
power plants can be designed and built in a variety
of configurations including roof-top, on the ground
commercial and utility scale development. The FGEC
team can custom design energy solutions to meet the
needs of each specific school. These systems are
financed and operated by selected third parties and
therefore will be of NO cost to the school.
On-site solar is available in many co-op territories, in
addition to Investor Owned Utility territories (ComEd,
Ameren and Mid-American).
The Behind-the-Meter solar PV system will save the
school a significant amount of money on a larger portion
of the utility bill. This major benefit happens because onsite solar will not only offset your supply charge, but it will
also offset other kWh charges such as delivery and taxes
and other fees.

This sample electric
bill shows the ways
in which each of our
three plans can save
your district money
on your bill.

Illinois School District “A” uses 1,000,000 kWh per year and
they pay $0.06 per kWh for electric supply, $0.02 per kWh
in delivery and $0.01 per kWh in taxes and other fees. Their
annual bill for electricity supply is = $60,000 (1,000,000 kWh
used x 0.06 per kWh = $60,000).
Their annual bill for electricity delivery = $20,000 (1,000,000
kWh used x 0.02 per kWh = $20,000).
Their annual bill for electricity supply is = $10,000
(1,000,000 kWh used x 0.01 per kWh = $10,000).
15% FGEC introductory rate savings = $13,500 (1,000,000
kWh used x $0.0135 per kWh = $13,500).
20 year “Smart Choice” savings = $270,000.
Because Behind-the-Meter solar is driven by state
incentives, there is a limited window of time to apply for
acceptance into the program. Additionally, size of the
program pool is limited. Due to these constraints and
combined with FGEC’s internal mission towards energy
savings goals for schools, our team is committed to bearing
the initial financial risk of each school’s application fee.
Should the school choose to proceed, FGEC will apply on
behalf of the interested school. The application submission
will allow each school the opportunity to reserve a spot in
the program’s queue. The initial application with be at NO
cost and NO risk to the school. The application will act as
a place-holder, allowing each school the time they need to
make an informed final decision.
In order to proceed with an application for your school,
FGEC will need to obtain the following information and
documents by no later than November 15:
• One-month utility bill for each meter at your site.
—A close-up picture of each meter would be helpful, but
not required.

• Name/contact info of a representative with your school.
• Follow up 15-minute phone call to learn more about your
site’s possible available areas for solar and any pertinent
info (roof/land available, roof age, location of transformers,
location of meters, electrical rooms, etc.).
After obtaining the above information, FGEC will generate
a high-level, school-specific analysis detailing the proposed
savings. Upon review of the proposed savings, each school
will need to make two decisions. First, the schools will need
to decide whether the savings make sense. If so, FGEC will
proceed with an initial application on behalf of the school to
obtain a place in the program queue. Second, after initial
application submission, the school will need to decide whether
they want to pursue a Behind-the-Meter Solar PV system, and
therefore committed involvement in the program. The FGEC
team will advise and remain as a resource for each school
throughout this process.
It is important to note, submitting the initial application does
NOT obligate the school to move forward with the opportunity
should they decide against involvement in the program.
Submittal of an application will simply allow the school to
remain in the program queue, therefore providing the school
officials the time they need to evaluate the opportunity and
make an informed decision. By forgoing the application, the
school will risk losing the opportunity to be involved in this
program.
Once the initial application is submitted, the school will need
to make the final decision to proceed with a Behind-theMeter Solar PV system by January 15, 2019. We believe
this timeframe for decision making is achievable, because
there’s little-to-no cost or risk to the school. The program is
at no cost to the school, and is completely financed, owned
and operated by selected Third parties. Our team is at your
service to aid each individual school in understanding their
site-specific outcomes and possibilities.

