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As we enter the new year, 2017, it’s a good time to reflect on the past year and 
set new goals for our third year of Vision 20/20. When Vision 20/20 was 
introduced in November of 2014, we pledged to improve our public schools 
and we are seeing great success. During the past two years we have had three 
bills become law in our state. This year, we intend to continue our quest to 
introduce and pass legislation to build upon our successes. On February 21-22, 
school leaders from throughout Illinois will gather in Springfield at the Alliance 
Leadership Summit to support pillars of Vision 20/20 and advocate for public 
education.  We hope you will join us in this critical work on behalf of our 
students and communities.

by Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., an organization with a 
rich and distinguished history of service that spans nearly a 
century.  Vision 20/20 is grateful for the Foundation's 
commitment to promoting lifelong learning and for its 
generous support of Vision 20/20 work to fulfill the promise 
of public education. 

(cont'd) It addresses provisional in-state educator endorsements, provisional career and technical educator 
endorsements, substitute teacher licenses (by removing the provision that requires a test of basic skills for 
renewal), teacher leader endorsements, and minimum requirements for educators trained in other states.  This bill 
simplifies and expedites processes for applicants, expands reciprocity that more closely matches other states' 
requirements, and modifies regulations to support educators as professionals.  These significant and much 
needed accomplishments became a reality as Governor Rauner signed the bill at Carbondale High School on 
January 6, 2017. 
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