
Because Proposition 51 (2016) locks-in the statutory rules governing the School Facilities Program as they were written on 
January 1, 2015, there was an unsurprising dearth of facilities-related measures in the 2018 legislative session. There were 
nevertheless several important revisions to the Education Code relating to facilities, transportation, energy, seismic, and 
environmental issues, which we highlight below. 

School safety: door locks.  In light of school safety concerns, Assembly Member Patrick O’Donnell’s (D–Long Beach) 
Assembly Bill (AB) 3205 requires any modernization project using state bond funds to include “locks that allow doors to 
classrooms, and any room with an occupancy of five or more persons, to be locked from the inside of the room.” This 
requirement mirrors an existing rule for new construction projects. 

Time extension for school bus safety alerts.  This issue was addressed in AB 1840 (Committee on Budget), the budget 
"clean-up" bill. For information on the time extension for new school bus safety alert systems, please refer to our section on 
School Finance. AB 1840 was enacted in September to extend by six months the deadline for installing school bus child 
safety alert systems pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 1072 (Mendoza, 2016). More time was granted to small local educational 
agencies under certain conditions.   

In another effort to improve school bus safety, AB 1798 by Assembly Member Kansen Chu (D–San Jose) mandates that all 
school buses be equipped with passenger restraint systems by July 1, 2035. This has been an existing requirement for all 
purchases of new school buses since 2005, though some older buses remain on the roads. 

State bond and grant programs.  Many important changes in law are not covered here because they arise through agency 
rulemaking and regulatory actions. The State Allocation Board, for example, has slowly begun apportioning funds authorized 
by voters under Prop. 51, while also fashioning new regulations for grant agreements, the Career Technical Education 
Facilities Program, and the Full-Day Kindergarten Facilities Grant Program. Likewise, CalRecycle (a division of the California 
Environmental Protection Agency) is promulgating new rules to govern waste generators that include specific provisions that 
apply to public schools. 

A notable proposal that did not cross the finish line would have reversed or delayed implementation of 2017’s AB 195 by Jay 
Obernolte (R–Hesperia), a measure intended to increase bond transparency notwithstanding the expectation that the law may 
hamstring the success local bond proposals. Despite broad legislative support, the effort ultimately fell short.  

The Governor signed the following facilities bills: 

Energy 

AB 2068 (Chu) - Electricity: rates: public schools. 
This bill requires  the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to direct each of the state’s electrical and gas investor-
owned utilities (IOUs) to evaluate and report to the CPUC the feasibility and economic impacts of establishing discounted 
utility rates applicable to customers who are public schools. By January 1, 2020, the CPUC must compile and submit these 
reports to the Legislature  
Chapter 208, Statutes of 2018 
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Environmental Issues 

AB 2453 (Garcia, Eduardo) - Air pollution: schools. 
This bill authorizes a modernization apportionment from state school facilities bond funds to be used for air filtration systems, 
and is intended to clarify existing law. This bill also authorizes a school or school district located in a community with a high 
cumulative exposure burden  to be eligible for grants as part of a community emissions reduction program to implement air 
quality mitigation efforts. 
Chapter 714, Statutes of 2018 

AB 2816 (Muratsuchi) - Pesticides: schoolsites: report. 
This bill requires the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR), on or before January 1, 2021, to submit a report to the 
Legislature that evaluates the implementation, and the effect of the implementation, of the provisions of the Healthy Schools 
Act of 2000 and provides recommendations on improving the implementation and efficacy of the Act. The bill also authorizes 
the DPR to consult with relevant local, state, or federal agencies, stakeholders, and experts in the preparation of the report. 
Chapter 720, Statutes of 2018 

Facilities 

AB 1406 (Gloria) - School facilities: leases of real property. 
This bill extends the maximum allowable term that a school district may enter for lease-leaseback and joint occupancy 
agreements to 99 years. 
Chapter 204, Statutes of 2018 

AB 1981 (Limón) - Organic waste: composting. 
This bill adds the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) to the departments that the California Environmental 
Protection Agency (CalEPA) consult with when developing and implementing policies relating to meeting the state's organic 
waste recycling goals and to encouraging the use of compost.  
Chapter 633, Statutes of 2018 

AB 2488 (O'Donnell) - School facilities: task order procurement contracting: Los Angeles Unified 
School District. 
AB 2488 creates a five-year pilot program to allow Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) to award multiple task order 
procurement contracts through a single bid request for repairing and renovating school facilities.  
Chapter 129, Statutes of 2018 

AB 3058 (O'Donnell) - School facilities: inspections: examination and evaluation. 
This bill revises the requirements for testing and evaluating school construction project inspectors. The Department of General 
Services (DGS) must revise the examination for these project inspectors no later than 36 months after the last revision, require 
the reevaluation of inspectors no later than 48 months after the last revision, and remove the prohibition to reevaluate no 
earlier than 36 months after the last revision. The bill also strikes the requirement for the inspector to pass the initial exam for 
reevaluation, and instead requires the evaluation and reevaluation to include meeting education and training requirements 
determined by DGS. 
Chapter 197, Statutes of 2018 
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AB 3205 (O'Donnell) - School facilities: modernization projects: door locks. 
This bill requires the governing board of a school district seeking state school facilities bond funds to include, as part of a 
modernization project, locks that allow doors to classrooms and any room with an occupancy of five or more persons to be 
locked from the inside of the room.   
Chapter 401, Statutes of 2018 

SB 1041 (Leyva) - Childhood lead poisoning prevention. 
SB 1041 requires the California Department of Public Health to annually notify health care providers who perform periodic 
health assessments for children about, and requires those health care providers to inform parents and guardians about, the 
risks and effect of childhood lead exposure, and the requirement that children enrolled in Medi-Cal receive blood screening 
tests. 
Chapter 690, Statutes of 2018 

SB 1205 (Hill) - Fire protection services: inspections: compliance reporting. 
This bill requires local fire departments to annually report on their compliance with inspections currently required by law.  
Chapter 854, Statutes of 2018 

SB 1397 (Hill)  - Automated external defibrillators: requirement: modifications to existing buildings. 
Under current law, automated external defibrillators (AED) must be installed in certain buildings that undergo significant 
modification.  SB 1397, effective January 1, 2020, extends this requirement to buildings where the building is renovated with 
more than $100,000 of improvements or any improvements in places of assembly, such as auditoriums or theaters.  
Chapter 1014, Statutes of 2018 

Transportation 

AB 1798 (Chu) - Schoolbuses: passenger restraint systems. 
This bill requires, on or before July 1, 2035, all schoolbuses in use in California to be equipped with a passenger restraint 
system. This has been a requirement for all newly purchased schoolbuses since 2005. 
Chapter 206, Statutes of 2018 

HR 94 (O'Donnell) - Relative to school bus drivers. 
HR 94 resolves that the Assembly recognizes April 24, 2018, as Schoolbus Driver Day, and commends schoolbus drivers for 
their continued and excellent services to the youth of the State of California. 
Adopted 

SB 1403 (Lara) - California Clean Truck, Bus, and Off-Road Vehicle and Equipment Technology 
Program. 
This bill  requires the state Air Resources Board to adopt a three-year investment strategy for zero- and near zero-emission 
heavy-duty vehicles 
Chapter 370, Statutes of 2018 

Capitol Advisors Group has produced a series of comprehensive client briefs detailing new education laws that were passed 
by the Legislature and signed into law by Governor Brown in 2018. Each brief is organized by subject area and includes an 
executive summary highlighting major changes we think you should know about. Bills signed by the Governor take effect on 
January 1, 2019, unless the bill specifically states otherwise.
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