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The Most Rev. Joseph F. Donnelly Awards 

 
The Archdiocesan Office for Catholic Social Justice Ministry honors individuals and organizations 
annually with The Most Rev. Joseph F. Donnelly Award for significant contributions to the achievement 
of the Catholic vision of social justice.  These awards in memory of Bishop Donnelly honor the spirit of 
care for the poor and exploited which he embodied, and his life of dedication to the needs of the poor and 
the workers of America.  

 
2017 Individual Award:      

Attorney Peter G. Kelly 
Peter Kelly is known for his local, national, and international social justice work. 
Locally, he is among the founders of Malta House of Care, served as a director of at 
Holy Apostles College and Seminary and at St. Francis Hospital and Medical Center. 
Nationally, he served two Presidents and focused heavily on the US Senate and 
House Campaign Committees. His personal focus took him to issues such as 
immigration, community development, and fair housing. Internationally he has 
worked in places like Nicaragua, Chile, Russia, working with people subjected to 
abuse and oppression. In South Africa he served as a leader of the peace process 
following the 1992 elections. He was an organizer of its electoral process after the 
removal of Apartheid. Over the past dozen years he has focused his attention on the interface of Islam with the 
west, and in the process was a creator of the International Conference of Middle East Studies. 
 

  2017 Organization Award:  

St. Vincent de Paul Mission of Waterbury 
The St. Vincent De Paul Mission of Waterbury is a nonprofit dedicated towards 
eliminating the root causes of homelessness in the Greater Waterbury area. The 
Mission goes beyond being the largest homeless shelter in CT, but also manages 
a soup kitchen, food pantry, thrift store, group home, mental health facilities 
and supportive housing.  

Dr. Charlie Schlegel Award for Cooperative Parish Sharing 

The Dr. Charlie Schlegel Award for Cooperative Parish Sharing was established in 2011 to honor Charlie 
Schlegel, a founding member of the Cooperative Parish Sharing Committee. The annual Award recognizes 
a CPS parish project that exemplifies the mission of CPS: to promote solidarity and shared mission among 
the parishes of the Archdiocese of Hartford, and to foster the development of social ministry projects 
which allow low-income parishes to address needs in their own parish communities. 

 
2017 Project Award:       
St. Augustine Parish, Hartford 
St. Monica Women’s Support Group  
St. Monica Women’s Support group helps low-income women gain the confidence and skills to 
become active members of their community. The support groups provides women the 
opportunity to rediscover their dignity as daughters of God. Through weekly meetings and 
outings the women address economic and family issues.  


